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[i ,: A:m In a frank presentation off the new era 

IUASHER SAYS KING WILL IN FUSE 
NEW BLOOD IN INSTITUTIONS 



THE NEW ERA in Jordan after the late 
King Hussein was discussed, in a frank 
and lively debate, by Jordan's 
Ambassador to Washington, Marwan 
Muasher with a group or Arab diplo- 
mats and Arab American community 
leaders 

Muasher. speaking . at Al-Hewar 
Center* in Washington, . briefed the 
audience about the latest develop- 
ments in Jordan and described the 
characteristics of the new era under 
His Majesty King Abdullah. The first 
one. he said, is continuity of King 
Hussein's policies in the area of nation 
building, developing democracy, 
national unity, and improving Jordan’s 
relations with die Arab states and the 
world. 

He added that another characteristic 
of the new era is King Abdullah's 
attempt to infuse fresh blood into 
Jordanian institutions to enable them 
to face the new century. He said these 
i h.i racier! sties were evident in the 
‘ iiijs's letter to Prime Minister 
■ • uhdeh which dearly focused on 
i 1 111 g national unity, enhancing 
-:> it ratic freedoms, developing the 
i..mv, maintaining independence 
■ hf Indicia! system, protecting 
mis rights, and strengthening 

in with Arab and Palestinian 

•• ■ a hers. 

I lc described King Abdullah as very 
experienced in world relations and 
said that the late King Hussein had 
assigned him to many diplomatic mis- 
sions on behalf of Jordan. The King is 
well known to many in the Clinton 
Administration and the Congress and 
played a major role in the campaign to 
increase the US aid to Jordan from S30 
million to $225 million per year. 

“He is supported by all segments of 
the Jordanian society because he 
inherited a lot of his father’s charac- 
teristic. especially his modesty and 
closeness to people," he said. 

Muasher then answered a variety of 
questions in Arabic that touched on 
Jordan's relationships with Israel, the 
Arab countries and the Jordanian 
Israeli peace treaty. The following are 
excerpts from the open dialogue: 
Military option not feasible 
Jordan was in war with Israel for n 
long time and we have paid a very high 
price but in the filial analysis we did 
not achieve what we were hoping for. 
because we were not in a position to 
settle the issue by military option. 
Finally we took a decision with all Arab 
states to negotiate peace with Israel 
because that was the only feasible 
option available. I still believe this was 


a very correct decision despite all the 
difficulties facing the peace process 
today. I believe the peace process has 
achieved progress on many tracks, 
especially oil the Palestinian track and 
the issue of an independent Palestinian 
state. As we know, the military option 
could not settle this issue, bur today 
no one disputes the fatt that 
Palestinians will get their independent 
state at the end of negotiations. The 
debate in the United States and Israel 
is not on whether there will be an 
independent Palestinian state, but 
what type of state will emerge at the 
end of the peace process. This is a 
great progress that frankly we could 
not achieve through military options. 

We cannot ask Jordan 
to commit suicide 
Let me be frank with you. To be a 
nationalist,, is not by words only, 
because talk is cheap and has led us to 
many cotastophcs in the past. Real 
nationalists are those who do things 
without much talk. This kind of ques- 
tion intends to express a position by 
words only. Jordan has always been 
accused of having very warm relation- 
ship with Israel at the expense of its 


relations with the Arab states. It is 
Important to note here that Jordan is 
the only Arab state which has commer- 
cial ties with the Arab states that is 50 
percent more than its trade with the 
rest of the world. This is a vei-y good 
example of real cooperation between 
Jordan and the Arab countries. Jordan 
also is the only Arab state that has 
attended all Arab meetings when invit- 
ed. Jordan has never interfered in the 
internal affairs of any otjter state, or 
. sent its rroops to any other states at 
any time, or threatened the security of 
Its neighbors at any time. In the past 
we were dependent on financial aid 
from many countries, but this aid has 
come to an end. WE cannot ask Jordan 
to commit suicide today. We are a 
small country, but we want to be part 
of the international community, and 
live with .our neighbors In freedom and 


dignity. Today, we are proud of the 
freedom enjoyed by all citizens in 
Jordan, of their right to elecr their rep- 
resentatives in Parliament, In express- 
ing their views in a free press, and in a 
real opposition movement, unlike 
what we see in other countries in the 
region. 

Ready to have real 
coordination with Syria 
Jordan has no problem with Syria. 
There are differences between our 
views on the mechanism of reaching a 
final peace in the region. Syria wants 
to negotiate a political settlement with 
Israel as did Jordan. We want to coor- 
dinate with Syria on these matters, but 
we do not want this coordination to be 
just talk. I personally participated in 
several meetings to coordinate Arab 
position on the pence prucess, but 
these meetings were more talk 
between the delegates than coordina- 
tion of their positions. Let us be frank, 
we are ready to have real coordination 
with Syria. I believe we can have dif- 
ferent views on the issues without hav- 
ing these differences hurt our broth- 
erly relationship with them. As we 
respect the wish of the Syrian govern- 
ment in adopting whatever means in 
achieving peace with Israel, we also 
expect them to respect our way of han- 
dling negotiations with Israel. 

Our treaty with Israel 
has binfited other tracks 
I agree that Jordan has not yet ben- 
efited to a great extent from its peace 
treaty with Israel. Peace with Israel 
was only a partial step that have to be 
followed by many steps on other 
tracks before we reach a final peace. 
Jordan has reached a peace treaty first 
because not all tracks are the same. All 
Arabs agreed in Madrid that the ulti- 
mate objective was to reach a peace 
treaty with Israel. What remains is the 
timing of these treaties. What if Syria 
has signed a peace treaty before 
Jordan7 There are those who say that 
the signing of the Jordanian Israeli 
: treaty has hurt the Syrian and 

j Lebanese tracks. The same could be 
. said about Jordan if Syria signed a 
treaty first. 1 believe that tli\signing 
of Jordan and the Palestinian on the 
' r peace treaty first had a very positive 
t effect on the peace process, regardless 
f. of the current difficulties facing it. 

■A very good example is what the 
, - Palestinians have achieved by having 
~ sovereignty over 13 percent of their 
5 land, including a legislative council 
" elected by the people. This could not 
a have been possible without the peace 
r treaty,- If Jordan had not signed a 
d ptace treaty, the economic situation in 
d Jordan would have been much worse 


today. 

Jordan is preparing itself not only for 
the new erA of peace, but we are also 
preparing ourselves to compete as a 
small nation to enter the 21st century. 

We can do that by rescheduling the 
structure of our economy, by develop- 
ing our political and democratic insti- 
tutions, and a vital and active opposi- 
tion to watch over the executive 
branch of government. These steps 
are necessary to prepare us for the 
time when peace is achieved on other 
tracks. I disagree with those who say 
that our peace treaty had a negative 
effect on other tracks. The Palestinians 
are using our good efforts on a daily 
basis and benefiting from our good 
relations with the Israeli people, if not 
the Israeli government, and the rela- 
tions with the Jewish American com- 
munity which is very influential in the 
United States. We welcome other Arab 
states to benefit from these relation- 
ships that we have developed. 

Press law under review 
We cannot expect to reach an ideal 
situation ovemighr, because in the 
final analysis all state laws, including 
the new press law, is a result of the bal- 
ance between all segments of society. 
Since the passing of the press laws of 
1989, we noticed the clear improve- 
ment of the Jordanian press and its 
freedom of expression. Today we 
notice that the press situation is much 
better than in 1989. Tills does not 
mean that during the last ten years we 
did not pass through road bumps and 
retreats in the press laws. The current 
press law is controversial to a great 
extent in the different institutions of 
society. The law has been discussed in 
Parliament, and therefore it is not only 
the product of the government hut as 
a result of the balanced situation 
between the legislative and executive 
branches. Despite .nil of this, the press 
law has not been accepted by journal- 
istic institutions. King Abdullah, In his 
first meeting with any institution, 
chose to meet with the Jordanian press 
association and directed the govern- 
ment to have a complete review of the 
press law. and this is what is going to 
happen. 

We signed a peace treaty 
with Israel, not with shadows 
I don't agree that Jordanian families 
go hungry for lack of jobs, 1 don’t 
agree that the Jordanian economy stay 
in shambles, 1 don't like to see the 
younger generation without any 
secure future. We do not sign peace 
with shadows or with a mirage, we 
i signed a peace treaty with Israel, and 
i this was not only a Jordanian option* 
! but was an Arab option too. Syria and 



Lebanon went to Madrid as didjordan. j 
The question now is how to secure a .] 
better future for our children. A peace \ 
treaty is not only ink on paper, but it is j 
the fruits ot peace that can benefit ; 
everyone. One of the benefits of the i 
these arrangements is the that the j 
United States has agreed to allow 
Jordanian products to enter the U.S 
markets duly free il it contains only 8 
percent of Israeli components. This 
creates job opportunity for Jordanian 
workers who stay on Jordanian lard 
instead of sending them to Israel » 
the Palestinian workers do. This way 
we will be forced to tie our economy 
with the Israeli economy. Establishing 
factories in Jordan will help us impnw 
the economic situation and allows us 
to exporr to the United States 
other countries. 

Jordan hosts 
over 150,000 Iraqis 
Jordan's position has not 
When this question is asked » 

Arab countries, you feel that 
expect an answer in blpck or 
Either yon are with Iraq or 
No one in the Arab world wo 
agree ihqt the Iraqi people d ^ 
suffering for the last nine 
that the siege has be ■ 

Today the Iraqi governments^ : 
mined certain mistakes an _ _ 
admit them, such as JE 

Arab country. We expect i*l ^ 
by the Internationa! resoluM . 
order for the sanctions t0_ . 
Jordan has provided a 1 ! kipd_^ 

tarice to the Iraqi peQP*» ;> 
host civer 1 SO.POO Iraqis JjT; 
which is dose to 5 
ulation. They realve'^'®*^;;^ 
provided to aniang.;|'. ^^r^-. 
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NflIU OTTO CKS exoeneu iwmwt 

POTEZICA: YUGOSLAVIA WILL 

Defend itself by all means 

. . ■ , i:. I,. I nlili.iLisa. Air 


&e Arab Daily 8i Agencies — \ 

bpected NATO air attacks against i 
tfaMa today would bring about 
s$or consequences for Europe and l 
Offline die end of a political solo- . I 
ra over Kosovo, according to a 1 
M>d?!omat who declared that his < 
Jintiywil! not sit idle in the face of 
aggression. 

‘There slwuld be no doubts 
iSHfavia will use ail available- 
tfvrcw for its defense. Western 
isnbs can only provoke the desta- 
‘iaiion of the whole region and 
rate the whole continent." 
‘jgulavta's Charge d'Alfairs in 
'Jman. Oliver Potezica. told The 
.V4 Daily in the early hours ol the 
railing. 

"Besides, the attacks will kill the 
■egoMtions and chances of a politi- 

■al solution." 

SATO Secretary General Juviei 
tona declared last night that he 
hadgiveti the order to start bombing 
Srt hian positions alter talks had 
&d and "there is no alternative but 
'total* military action.'' 

Bw according to the diplomat. 

force against a small 
iutupcan country trying to protect 
, 0 territories from separatism... Is 
rot just, legal or humane. Nor is it a 
kae act," adding that "the totally 
^PWoked NATO aggression 
the federal Republic of 
Jugoslavia contravenes the Charter 
^ the United Nations and firnda- 
^tal principles of international 
"■"The only sign that attacks may 
wetted came Rom London late 
n teht, Agence France Press 
! *P°ited British Defense Secretary 
; **8* Robertson saying “they still 
time left where they can 
the agreement at 
1 which even some of 

I ^'dosest allies tell them male 
stnse." 

Jf we have to take military action 
"ro do so with a heavy heart 
15111 because there is no alternative 
and It is the only way In 


which we can stup violence that will f 

not stup in Kosovo." said Robertson, s 

Reuters reporred this morning I 

that Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny / 

Primakov called off a visit to 
Washington, hi addition, Russian i 

officials, including Defense Minister I 

Igor Sergeyev, warned the West I 

against sparking “another Vietnam, 
now inside Europe." 

Meanwhile. NATO ligluor pilots 
and missile battery commanders 
geared lip lot strikes againsi Serbian 
forces liicsd.iv as the NATO Council 
convened to obtain, mainly as a for- 
mality. lire (in.il approval ol Suldiu 
fur military intervention ill the 
Kosovo. 

Yugoslavia scattered its forces 
Wednesday to hide from expected 
air-strikes. Citing an Imminent threat 
of war." Yugoslavia declared a state 
of emergency mobilizing troops and 
resources to keep its grip on Kosovo, 
a southern province where heavily 
armed government troops have 
been battling ethnic Albanian sepa- 
ratists for over a year. 

There was no word when the 
bombardment would begin, but it 
was expected soon. Preparations for 
the strikes accelerated after two 
days of talks between Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic and US 
special envoy Richard Holbrooke 
I'ailed to reach agreement on a 
ccase-Iirc In Kosovo and Serb accep- 
tance of a NATO peacekeeping force 
In Kosovo. 

United States President Bill 
Clinton declared an end of diplomat- 
ic brinkmanship with the Yugoslav 
leadership Tuesday, paving die way 
for NATO’s order to launch air strikes 
on Serbia. 

“NATO is now united and pre- 
pared to carry out its warning, 
f Clinton said shortly before NATO 
Secretary Genera! Javier Solana 
l ordered the start of an air campaign, 
t The order came after US envoy 
: Holbrooke briefed NATO officials at 

i their Brussels headquarters on the 


failure of his last-ditch effort to per- 
suade Belgrade to accept a peace 
plan to end the lighting in the ethnic \ 
Albanian province of Kosovu. 

"If President Milosevic is not will- 
ing to make peace we are willing m 
limit iris ability to make war cm the 
Kosovar s." Gillum said. 

US Vice President Al Gore then 
called Prime Minister Primakov 
,-iIk Old his plane, which was over tile 
Ailjniic en mute for Washington to 
inform him of the breakdown in the 
talks. I'rimakov promptly ordered 
the craft turned around and Hew 
back to Russia. 

Russian Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov cliarged that a NATO assault 
would signal the alliance w.is assum- 
ing the role of world policeman, 
while Defense Minister Igor 
Sergeyev warned the West against 
sparking a new Vietnam on the 
European continent. 

There. Ivanov said Russia contin- 
ued ra be "categorically" opposed to 
any NATO intervention in the 
Kosovo crisis and hinted that 
Moscow was prepared to supply 


Belgrade with arms should strikes 
ensue. 

China has also made its opposi- 
tion tn NATO air strikes clear, calling 
the Knsovu crisis “a domestic affair.'' 

More than 300 US aircraft were- 
poised with a similar number ul 
planes •>! NATO allies in conduct air 
strikes. 

Ai the Pentagon, the Defense 
Department implied NATO attacks 
on Serbia weie inevitable, saving the 
“train has left the station." 

“It's the only resort wove been 
left with at this stage alter the lack of 
success by Ambassador Holbrooke.” 
said Pcnragon spokesman Kenneth 
Bacon. 

Earlier, US President Clinton and 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
made televised addresses to con- 
vince their compatriots of the neces- 
sity ol NATO intervention. 

Clinton’s address came as the 
Senate debated Senate Republican 
leader Trent Lott's proposal to refuse 
funding lor a military mission against 
Kosovo unless Congress first 
approved them - a proposal that was 


later blocked. 

“I don't like to use military Imre 
and we will do everything we can d» 
to avoid it, bur if we have to Ju it. 1 
will do it.” Clinton said. 

"It President Milosevic is not will- 
ing to make peace, we are willing to 
limit his nbilitv to make w.ii on the 
Kosovars.” 

"this is mu a skun dunk, this is a 
difficult decision. It's the best deci- 
sion." he said, urging Ainci icons to 
lainiliari/e themselves with rhe situ- 
arii m in Kosovu and tn look it up on 
a map. 

In hiiidon, Blair said Britain was 
pro | erred to take pair in NATO an- 
si likes against Yugoslavia "in n bid m 
avert a humanitarian disaster. " 

NATO must act "to save ik-u- 
sands of innocent men, women and 
children from humanitarian catastro- 
phe. from death, barbarism and etl>- 
nic cleansing by a brutal dictator- 
ship," Blair told parliament. 

Britain. Germany ami the United 
States dosed their embassies in 
Belgrade and ordered their diplo- 
mats to leave die country, while 


European airlines Uifthdiisa. Air 
1'r.tnce anil Swissair suspended their 
services to the Yugoslav capital. 

In Belgrade, the Serbian parlUr- 
inent voted overwhelmingly - 191-0 
with S abstemious — to reject the 
deployment of NATO lumps in 
Iv is< ivt >. 

'Hie vote was a rejection ol 
Western demands tot ,i peacelul 
solution to the crisis ami made air 
strikes mole likely than ever. 

"We trill defend ourselves with 
everything at our dispns.il il NAIO 
attacks.” tire parliament said in a res- 
ulution wltk.li accuserl NATO ol reel- 
ing ns allies nl Kosovar Albanian ''rer- 
rorists.” 

In Albania, the government said it 
had boosted defenses against possi- 
ble attack by Serbia mid to co|w with 
,i new influx of refugees. 

State radio in Tirana said Serb 
forces had mined rite border 
between Kosovo and Albania, appar- 
endy to stop the Kosovo Liberation 
Army from smuggling weapons, 
ammunition and fighters into 
Kosovo. 
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KING 


QATARI EMIR 


TALKS PRODUCTIVE 


QATAR PLEDGED CONTIN- 
UED backing and full sup- 
port yesterday to the king- 
dom during a meeting 
between visiting Qatari Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al 
Thani and His Majesty King 
Abdullah . 

Informed so'urces told the 
Arab Daily that the Qatari 
Emir has instrucred all gov- 
ernment ofHciafs in Qatar to 
work further to activate rela- 
tions with Jordan, especially 
in the economic secror. 

The two sides who agreed to 
boost bilateral relations, 
also expressed solidarity 
with the Palestinians and 
pledged to find ways to end 
the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

King Abdullah and the Qatnrl 
Emir, who is on a two day 
visit to the Kingdom, 
stressed the need for a com- 
mitment towards peace and 
the necessity of full imple- 
mentation of agreements 
reached between 

Palestinians and Israelis, 

The two sides reiterated 
their full support to the 
Palestinians in their endeav- 


or to gam their legislative 
rights and establish their 
independent state on their 
national soil. 

On Iraq, the two leaders 
affirmed the need to “put an 
end to the suffering of the 
Iraqi people as well and the 
'preservation of Iraq's unity 
and territorial integrity." 
Qatar was one of the most 
vocal opponents of the latest 
US and British air strikes 
against Iraq. The Emirate 
expressed its position this 
month during a visit to Doha 
by US Defense Secretary 
William Cohen. 

Speaking to reporters after 
the two hour meeting Qatari 
Foreign Minister Sheik 
Hammed binjassem Al-Thani 
described Jordanian-Qatari 
talks as productive . “The 
talks between the two lead- 
ers will give good results,'' 
he said. - 

For his part Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Abdul llah 
Khntib told reporters that 
the visit of Sheik Hamad, the 
first since King Abdullah 
assu tried his constitutional 
powers, is an important one 


regarding the development 
of relations between the two 
countries in all fields. 

His Majesty King Abdullah 
held late Tuesday an official 
dinner banquet for the 
Qatari Emir attended by 
Royal Family members and 
government officials from 
both sides. 

Information Minister Nasser 
Lawzi was quoted as saying 
that talks focused on joint 
venture projects but 
declined to elaborate fur- 
ther. 

TVo-way trade between the 
two countries amount to 
overJOD 15 million annually, 
much of it Jordanian local 
exports of fruits and vegeta- 
bles. 

Royal Court officials 
informed the Arab Daily that 
due to pressirtg business 
matters in Qatar, Sheihk 
Hamad lias canceled the 
unofficial segment of his 
visit to the red sea resort of 
Aqaba and will setoff to his 
country this morning. 

BY SAMER FARRAJ 



KING ASSURES FRENCH DELEGATION 
OF MEASURES TO FACILITATE INVESTMENT 

Ernie: F rance is committed to its strong relationship with Jordon 

water and cement sectors which started last 
year. 

France's Ambassador to Jordan stressed the 
importance of the visit, organized by Frances 
business association MEDEF International. 

“The fact that this Is the first large delegation 
of Western businessmen coming to Jordan after 
the transition period shows that France is conr 

mitted to Its strong relationship with Jowaa 

said Bernard limic. * ' ' 

The Ambassador renewed his country* 
initiation to continue Its support to the Wngtw" 
and to exert efforts to help If overcome,#® 
problems as the water shortage and debts? 

The Ambassador praised the ongoing jo. 
ventures being carried oiit between 
sides which he said reflect the distinguish^ 
toric relations that exist between the wo co^ 

Following their meeting with His •jlsfljjjj 
Abdullah, the delegation held ‘ , , 

Ministry of Trade and Industry, VfierMW , - 
briefed by the nilhlstfy.' Uhden^^ 
amendments made oh.'investtnent "" 


HIS MAJESTY KING Abdullah received on 
TUesday a French business delegation, led by 
Thierry de Beauce, who arrived in Amman to 
discuss prospects of cooperation and joint 
investment opportunities with Jordanian coun- 
terparts. 

The King stressed the importance of the dele- 
gation’s visit to Jordan at this lime when the 
government is in the process of reviewing its 
economic policies in light of national, regional 
and international changes. 

The King also assured the delegation of the 
Kingdom's new approach towards foreign 
investment, saying the government is creating a 
favorable climate for investors, and is canying 
on with its reform policies and commitment to 
the ongoing privatization process as a positive 
factor to development. 

King Abdullah also noted that the government 
is undergoing several measures to rehabilitate 
its administrative procedures and rationalize its 
expenses In addition to taking steps towards 
freeing the economy through a comprehensive 
review of all its monetary and customs and tax 
laws and regulations. 

On agriculture, the King said this sector nlso 
welcomes investment prospects due to the vary- 
ing climates in the regions of Jordan and to the 
vigor of the Jordanian farmer. At the same time 
the King pointed to problems currently facing 
the agricultural sector, including marketing 
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His Majesty King Abdullah stands with French . 
business delegation 

obstacles and watqr shortage. : De Beauce sard he hoped 

However he said n joint cooperation program result In further cooperation 
between Jordan and France In this field fe.capa- and Jordanian companies to 
ble of overcoming such problems. ; * : 


the visit would 
between French 
build' on Invest- 


ments by French companies in the tourism 1 , 


ulations aimed at further facilltatin^ t^ 
for foreign investors CP uncterf#* 
the Kingdom * ' . I V;' c 

■ ' The French delegation 
• e$t in investing in f jfle -areM, .'vEjJSS 
, s and international englneerlnlgy 
-c Arab Dally ■ v ! • - \ v-V 
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king 
decrees 
amnesty 

LAW 

HB MAJESTY KING Abdullah 
has decreed the General, 
Amnesty Law for the year 
1999 . The Amnesty took effect 
today, and authorities accord- 
ing to the Royal Decree will 
surt enforcing the Law as of 
Wednesday. 

The law was earlier tills 
Keek approved by the two 
Chambers of Parliament. 

Crimes covered by the 
amnesty law are those commit- 
ted before March 18th 1999. 

The amnesty excluded 
crimes related to espionage, 
[narcotics, slavery, treason, ter- 
rorism, illicit societies, forgery, 
job abuse, rape, premeditated 
.murder, and theft, 
j According to the Amnesty 
j#ji t a committee is to be 
Armed and headed by the 
president of the Cassation 
drnt to Ipok into complaints 
that jnay arise in the process of 
^forcing the law. 

The amnesty was issued on 
the occasion of the end of the 
ifijfy-d&y mourning period 
wertfie passing away of the 
:l^e‘ King 'Hussein, and acces- 
sion to the throne by His 
Majesty King Abdullah — THE 

Arab daily. 

•ij * 

CABIN IT APPROVES 
PROVISIONS 

DURING A CABINET meeting 
held Tuesday, chaired by Prime 
Minister Abdur Ra'uf Rawabdeh, 

(he Cabinet approved provisions 
on the following: A memoran- 
dum by the Supreme Committee 
for Stamps on issuing memorial 
stamps In honor of the Late King 
Hussein." 

The JOD 350,000 five-year 
contribution made by the Jordan 
Central Bank to King Hussein 
Fund for Crcatlvencss and 
Kflinctlon." 

"Exchange of memoranda 
between the governments of 
Jordan and Germany for provl- 
sion of technical assistance in 
support of the Project for 
^grading performance at the 
Customs Departments : — Petra. 

RJ RECEIVES 
'EUROPE ARROW 
PRIZE' 

THE GROUP OF Modern* 
Pioneering European Directions 
which specialize in evaluating 
jbe quality of businesses and 
International administration has 
“*^ed to grant Royal Jordanian 
prize of “Europe Arrow for 
Quality." 

RJ receives this prize for scor- 
a high degree of customer 
“ttsfoction and for its dlstlnc- 
^>n In aspens of staff training. 
J , Director General, Nader 
hJ 1 u rece * ved a letter dlsdos- 
the Group's decision with an 
p ! tation to receive the prize in 

12 th 3t 3 ceremot, y on A P riI 

J 1 !!' 1 ? Ieaders and distin - 

soished businessmen Will, attend 

DAjLY Ceremony ~~ the Arab 

■; -'i 


QUEEN RANIA URGES FOR 
SOLUTIONS TO POVERTY 


HER MAJESTY QUEEN Rania received on 
Tuesday Minister or Social and 
Administrative Development Faysal Rfou'. 
Her Majesty emphasized the importance of 
social integration and cooperation among, 
members of society to assist impoverished 
families and those living under harsh social 
conditions, being deprived of life's basic 
needs. 

Queen Rania called for conducting com- 
prehensive studies on the underprivileged 
and less fortunate members of society, and 
on the pockets of poverty around the 
Kingdom, particularly around the suburbs of 
Amman. 

The Queen stressed the need on also 
working to find solutions to their social 
problem. 

Rfou’ informed Her Majesty of his 
Ministry’s tasks and duties aimed Rt alleviat- 
ing the phenomenon of poverty in Jordan 
and discussed with her ongoing projects 
designed for assisting needy families — 
Petra. 



HEATED ARGUMENTS BETWEEN 
MINISTERS AND DEPUTIES AHEAD 
OF CONFIDENCE VOTE 


THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
seems to be more preoccupied, 
during its pre-confidence peri- 
od. with a number of “skirmish- 
es” than handling its piled 
responsibilities. 

Unlike any other government 
that would naturally put in pri- 
ority such issues as the water, 
unemployment and democracy: 
the present government is up 
to its ears with handling dis- 
agreements between some of 
its ministers and Lower House 
deputies. 

A hot and violent tongue- 
abuse broke out between 
Minister of Interior Nayer Qadi 
and Deputy Mijliim Squor at 
the house of Deputy Birjis 
Hadid, who was hosting a num- 
ber of his colleagues. 

Details of the severe dispute 
were not immediately revealed, 
but some attendants said Qadi 
severely tongue-lashed the 
deputies, causing the Solidarity 
Bloc {about 30 deputies) to 
convene to discuss what they 
called "abuses to Depuries by 
Government members. 1 ’ ' 

Observers point out that tjie 
Bloc may wait to see how the 
Prime Minister would' handle 
the dispute, before deciding on 
whether to vote with or hol^ 


the vote of confidence to the 
new government who has suc- 
cessfully managed to defuse 
the telecommunication and 
water crisis. 

“The statements made by the 
Solidarity Bloc's members on a 
vote of no confidence have 
resulted in arguments about 
private interests and influential 
parties aiming at blocking a 
record of confidence votes for 
Rawabdeh's government,” 
charged other deputies. 

A similar tense argument 
emerged between the Minister 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
Tawfiq Kreishan and Deputy 
Khalil Attiyah who objected 
against certain provisions In 
the Municipalities Law. “Had 
the attendants not intervened, 
the dispute would have result- 
ed in fist fighting,” an eye wit- 
ness claimed. 

Deputy Khalil Atiah told the 
Arab Daily that “the call for the 
dissolution of municipality 
councils is the main reason for 
the dispute.” 

He added that ’’ Kreishan 
alleged that the dissolution is 
vital in order to hold new elec- 
tions,” whereas according, to' 
the law, the present councils 
have to Complete the remain- 


der of their electoral period |3 
months! before any new elec- 
tions can be held. 

"Our bloc ('Patriotic' bloc|, 
which has nine members in the 
Parliament, Is currently dis- 
cussing the prospect of with- 
holding its confidence,” said 
Acieli 

Three days earlier another 
incident occurred involving the 
Minister of Awqaf Abdul-Salam 
Abbadl and Deputy Mahmoud 
Khalaileh, when Khalaileli was 
angered by Abbadi on the pro- 
posed names for the Haj pil- 
grimage nominated by the 
Deputy. 

Observers disagree that ten- 
sions underway between 
Deputies and the government's 
members would influence the 
governments' performance and 
the number of votes of confi- 
dence it would obtain during 
the Vote of Confidence session, 
scheduled to take place follow- 
ing the Eld holidays. 

A Royal Decree has. extend- 
ed the ordinary session of die 
Lower House for one month, 
ending on Thursday April 
15th. . , 

by OR ayb akeel 

NASHR SHAD1D 



JORDAN DESIGNATED RAPPORTEUR 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL 
COURT OFFICE 


UNTED NATIONS —Jordan was 
elected as a rapporteur of the 
Office, of -the Committee desig- 
nated to establish the 
International Criminal . C^oiirt- «|S 
of March 22 until JtUy‘3 1 of the 
year 2000. .- V. 

. Member’ of the 'Jordanian 


■ diplomatic mission Mr. Salah 
; Suheimat was chosen as a rap- 
'. porteur of the office after.a com- 
: petition with Japan which with- 
1 1 draw its nomination in fin/dr of 
; -Jordan due to the important and 
^active' role played by the 

. : Jordanian delegatloii during the 7 


diplomatic conference which 
was held in Rome in 1998. 

The .Committee, chosen to 
establish the Intentional 
Criminal Court, Includes t(ie 
.ambassadors of Canada, Bosrtia- 
Herzegovina, Trinidad : and 
South Africa - Petra. 


Deja vu 

NATO, YESTERDAY. ORDERED airstrlkes against Yugoslavia after 
the failure of US special envoy Richard Holbrooke to bring about 
a peaceful solution to the Kosovo crisis. But, can military strikes 
bring an end to a crisis that can only be resolved by peaceful 
means? 

Advocates of the military solution justify it by claiming a need 
to prevent the Serbs from creating a '‘humanitarian disaster." 
TYue, avoiding a human tragedy is the question at stake and must 
take precedence, not only within the Kosovan context but within 
the Serbian one as well. War Is the mother of all human and polit- 
ical disasters. * 

The example of Iraq is still proof that “smart" top-of-the-line 
weapons are not enough to Fight a "dean" war. The 200 Cruise 
missiles and 400 aircraft NATO massed against Serbia will not put 
an end to the Kosovan tragedy If unleashed. Instead, they will 
definitely create a Serbian one as well. 

British Premier Blair said yesterday that "to walk away now 1 
from the path of war would "destroy NATO’s credibility.'* Is this a 
justification to go to war against Yugoslavia without a mandate 
from the UN Security Council? It is clear now that the American- 
Britisli precedent in Iraq has set a bad example for the two states 
on the international arena. 

Yugoslavia has accepted to solve the crisis on the basis of a 
broad autonomy and self-rule in Kosovo, but rejected any NATO 
foreign milirary presence there, within the borders of its sover- 
eignty. Such a presence will In practice create a M no-]and zone" 
outside the jurisdiction of the central government in Belgrade, 
reminder of the American and British no-fly-zones in Iraq. 

To resort to military power over the Kosovo crisis is sure to 
make the crisis worse, and the present tragedy of the Kosovan 
Albanians will lead to a disaster, to be accompanied by a Serb 
one. Albanians and Serbs will both be sacrificed on the alter of 
superpower hegemony. 
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DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC Security General Nasouli Molii Eddin 
met Tuesday with the Police Directors and Commanders 
from around the Kingdom to discuss security measures for 
the upcoming Eid Adha holidays aimed at maintaining 
order in the Kingdom and facilitating citizens affairs. 

The Director-General urged the meeting to exert inten- 
sive efforts during the Eid holiday, and to extend all assis- 
tance possible to the citizens to make their holiday a 
pleasant one. 

He said citizens should be treated in a civilised manner 
that reflects the good image of the Jordanian security 
forces as keepers of the stability and security of the coun- 
try — Petra 
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AMMAN — Minister of Social and Administrative 
Development Faisal Kafou received on Thesday Kuwaiti 
Social Reform Association(KSRA) President Ahmad Al-Falah. 

Talks during' rhe meeting covered cooperation between 
the Social Development Ministry and KSPA including 
KSPA's role to help contribute to funding Jordanian social 
development programs. 

Al-Falah said the inauguration of a branch of KSRA in 
Jordan will enhance Kuwaiti-Jordanian brotherly ties and 
provide humanitarian services. 

On his part. Rafou praised KSPA's activities in Jordan and 
its tremendous contributions in affording assistance to the 
needy families, as well as to productivity enterprises and 
charitable societies — Petra. 


AMMAN — Minister of Youth and Sports Mohammed 
Mainser received on Tuesday United Nations Population 
Fund UNPF Representative Ojur Tunjer. 

Talks during the meeting covered ways of further 
enhancing cooperation with Jordanian youth centers in 
health care and reproductive awareness programs through 
holding seminars. Talks also touched on expanding finan- 
cial and technical support afforded by UNPF to Youth and 
Sports Ministry. 

The meeting was attended by Youth Ministry Secretary 
General Thugan Obeidat and Youth Affairs Department 
Director Mahmmud Qadham — Petra. 
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AN AGREEMENT IS to be signed Thursday at UNRWA 
Headquarters between the Japanese government and 
UNRWA by which Japan will grant UNRWA food stuff equal 
in value to approximately six million dollars, sources told 
The Arab Daily newspaper. 

The Japanese envoy K Matsumoto will sign the agree- 
ment with the UNRWA Commissioner Peter Hansen, who is 
expected to discuss with Prime Minister Abdu Ra’ouf S. 
Rawabdch UNRWA's current status in Jordan. 

japan, a main donor to UNRWA, is engaged in several 
projects aiming at supporting UNRWA's role in Improving 
the quality of life at Palestinian Refugee Camps — THE 
ARAB DAILY. 
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MARAQA INSPECTS 
PRINCESS BASMA HOSPITAL 


AS PART OF the new government s med- 
ical policy, the Ministry of Health will sim- 
plify all the procedures taken by the 
patient before he or she receives treat- 
ment. 

During his inspection visit to Princess 
Basnia Training Hospital in Irbid, Minister 
of Health said that dealing with the 
patients and outpatients should be given 
extreme importance by the health work- 
ers. 

He added that medical staff providing 
health care to people should always bear 
in mind that they are dealing with, human 
beings who are in pain and badly in need 
for treatment. 

The Minister criticized the status quo of 
the medical profession as far as the efforts 
made in the service of patients. 

"I have visited a number of hospitals so 
far, and was disappointed by the low level 
of efforts exerted towards the patients 
and the medical profession itself," Maraqa 
said in his address to doctors at Basnia 
Hospital. 

The Minister insisted that the govern- 
ment will not accept maltreatment of 
patients as a practice in hospitals, and 
asserted that the respect expected from 
the society springs from the good quality 
of services offered to people at medical 
institutions. 

Drawing a comparison between doctors 
in the public sector and those in private 
hospitals, Maraqa stressed that the form- 
ers are nut at all less qualified than their 
colleagues in the private sector, but the 
difference lies in the way patients are 
received and served in the two types of 
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Minister of Health Ishaq Maraqa during visit — Petra Photo 


institutions. 

"Reviewing what we in the public sector He emphasized that the The Minister's 
have done, we realize that the efforts paid visit to Princess Basma Hospital camefol- 
by the Ministry's hospitals and medical lowing demands by a lower house mem- 
centers have Ful- ber and senior heahh 

filled their duties as jGCtlltlCS Gt‘€ tll€f€ t otTicials ro inspect the 

far as efficiently is j f l f npnn/p situation in the hospi- 

required, but we 111111 H uai V* ca tal in order to uk 

want the patient are available too, blit the n *««»y arrant 

himself to testify on , , ' . monrs for its impro\e- 

tliis," the Minister llltSStng jGCtOI ‘ IS ment, in order ihn 

said readiness to hard work pa,iews fcn * ia l ” 

Maraqa promised nrifUIIHTM IU IIUIU WUfK arca woll)d not hjVe 

that his Ministry t0 | )e transferred w 

will try its best to meet aff the demands of Amman hospitals, 
health workers in the northern region, and Deputy Mohauimmad Hataiiieh. » dot- 
expressed his hope that the medical I'acili- tor. and Health Director of the Irbid 
ties in the north will soon Ik- able in pin (invemorale Suleiman Oweis were present 
up with all the area's patients and theii during the imir *»f ilic Imspilal — Petra. 


HL* promised readiness to hard work 

that his Ministry 

will try its best to meet aff the demands of 
health workers in the northern region, and 
expressed his hope that the medical facili- 
ties in the north will soon he able in put 
up with all tile area's patients and theii 


$113 MILLION 
WORTH OF 
PROJECTS 
AT QIZ 

AMMAN (AP) — More than 80 
million Jordanian dinars (SI 13 
million) worth of projects are 
expected to be set up in the 
joint Jordanian-lsraeli industri- 
al zone this year, a Jordanian 
official said Tuesday. 

Goods manufactured In the 
zone can be exported to the 
United States free of customs 
duties. 

The new investments will 
bring to 200; million dinars 
(S282 million) the total value 
of projects in the Qualified 
Industrial Zone, said Amer 
Majali, head of the state 
agency that runs the zone. 

The zone was established 
last year on the northwestern 
border with Israel. Most of the 
factories produce textiles and 
apparel. 

U.S. Ambassador William 
Burns told reporters on 
Sunday that U.S. imports from 
the zone were valued at ${0 
million in 1998. 

He said 4,000 Jordanians 
were working in the zone and 
that the number couid double 
this year. 


'DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 
SHOULD NOT STOP AT 
PLANNING' 


SPEAKER OF THE Upper 
house, Zeid Rifai said Tuesday 
that discrepancies in the dis- 
tribution of the products or 
the developmental process 
among the regions of the 
Kingdom are among the root 
causes of poverty, unemploy- 
ment and the low level or ser- 
vices offered to people in 
some areas. 

At a two-day seminar orga- 
nized by the Applied Sciences 
University, Yarmouk University, 
and the Pioneering Center for 
Information and Studies, Rifai 
called for policies that ensure 
a just distribution of public 
monies and services. 

The seminar, entitled 
'Scientific Seminar on the 
Development of the Middle 
Region' aims at addressing 
economic, social, cultural, 
architectural, and local admin- 



Zeid Rifai 


istration problems In addition 
to water and environment 
issues. 

Panelists are to discuss 16 
papers on these issues, as part 
of an overall plan to cover all 
the areas of the Kingdom. Last 
year, the Northern: Region was 


in the spotlight- . 

The Senate Speaker ^ 
the efforts of the participants 
and urged them to invite the 
contribution *J*i®*| 

society Institutions 
endeavors to han^ e slK 
important Issues. ; ■ 

Rifai said the efforts to® 
nut stop at planning. 1 
should move to a st*S f 0 

implementation and 

lion. ' "V 

He also pointed 0 ***, 
negative attitudes )hal 
hinder develop^ 

He said . that the coik^ 
of handcraft » 

attitude towards 

tidparioh ' M 

necessitates, the 
enlightening 

pblldes«rge«|ig^^;;; 

.youth sectq^^?|rUr; 
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BEN ELLISAR: FORGET 
ABOUT RESOLUTION 242 


<1 regret that Arafat is being encouraged /by Jordan 
and Egypt I into a direction that leads to nowhere ’ 

m Between neighbors [Jordan and Israeli 
we can disagree 

'The negotiations on Jerusalem, mentioned in the 
Oslo accords, do not mean to negotiate a redivision 
of the Holy City’ 

'Our reply to a Palestinian State will be uniquely 
political, not any military action ’ 


AFTER PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT 
taer Arafat’s visit to Paris the day 
before yesterday, The Arab Daily 
interviewed Israeli Ambassador to 
(Vance. Eliahu Ben Ellisar, for an 
Israeli reaction to Arafat's visit. 
Juusalem and other issues, but 
could not publish It yesterday due to 
technical reasons. Following is the 
Ml text of the exclusive interview: 

THE ARAB DAILY: Yasser Ararat is 
intensifying his contacts with differ- 
ent Heads of states to obtain their 
agreement on the recognition of the 
prodamation or a Palestinian State 
on May 4. You met with Jacquc 
Qurac and Lionel Jospin. What is the 
position of your government on this 
subject? 

BJAHU BEN ELLISAR: During the 
list visit to Paris of our foreign min- 
im to Foreign Minister Hubert 
Wrine they discussed the position 
of the Israeli government regarding 
Yisser Arafat’s prodamation of a 
Palestinian State. 

Our answer will be to take a one- 
tided decision. Our minister has 
insisted that Arafat negotiates with 
the Israelis. 

THE ARAB DAILY: What will the 
hrael! government's reply be? 

BWHU BEN ELLISAR: Our prime 
minister and minister or foreign 
affairs made many declarations 
regarding this. According to these 
d «iararions, Israel will not annex 
anytenitories ipso-facto. 

TOE ARAB DAILY: What are they? Is 
liw any risk that Israel will annex 
territories? 

BJAHU BEN ELLISAR: No, we will 
take back any territories that wc 
we already given |the Palestinians], 
to other words Zone (A), which Is 
under civil administration and 
Mestinian security, that means the 
Ka'Ktinlan] Authority controls this 
z «ie (A) and as such will remain 
^«er their control. Zone (A) covers 
®e greater majority of Gaza Strip 
the greater Palestinian suburbs 
toh'ehem, Ramallah, Nablus 
®«?reater part of Hebron. 

J* 0011,(3 annex the territories 
“ . Zone IB), where civil adminls- 
. is exclusively under 
^tinian control and military 
| *™w*ration under Israeli control, 

i of zone (Q,- which Is 

■ 'well control. 


No decision has been taken yet in 
thfs regard. The Israeli government 
will say its last word concerning the 
measures that will be taken by the 
Palestinian Authority. 

THE ARAB DAILY: But according to 
certain declarations received by the 
international press, the Israeli gov- 
ernment will use force, specifically 
military action by encircling the ter- 
ritories in retaliation of a Palestinian 
state's prodamation. What do you 
say to that7 

ELIAHU BEN ELLISAR: False. Israel 
will not take any violent initiative 
whatsoever. There will not be any 
military action. But our answer will 
be uniquely political, ns I mentioned 
to you before. 

According to Israeli lenders, the 
proclamation of a Palestinian state 
will definitely put an end to the Oslo 
accords. That does not mean negoti- 
ations with die Palestinians will 
never ever commence again. 

THE ARAB DAILY: Tlie Israeli govern- 
ment has recently reallirmed its 
intentions to maintain Jerusalem 
under its sovereignty. It also 
declared that it would never give up 
Jerusalem as capital of the Hebrew 
state, "unified and indivislbl^^j 
These declarations are Sfiltfuslv , 
against the Oslo acco^Jnd^Wr% 
final phase, accordlnaTo^fM^^ * 

status ofJemsalemJ»uld^)^been ^ 
negotiated with Wesfttotf / 
Such dedaratln^mW' thyme 
Oslo accords a* n^wgspectfed by 
the Israeli govimittferwhy mar- 
gin to maneuvS dffJV letCre for 
the Palestinian \ 

EUAHU BEN EliMrvliMe|s noth'*; 
Ing new In that. Is^di gownmsms, 
whether that of ^LRabijfayo^ 
signed Oslo or 
Netanyahu,, have alwnysTWfer^ 
that tire holy dty will not be dMdW? 
and that it will be the capital/* the 
state of Israel and theJewish:people. 
Nevertheless', let me remind you 
that It was stipulated In the Oslo 
accords that the issue of Jerusalem 
will come to the negotiations table. 
THE ARAB DAILY: Can you clarify 
this paradox that Israelis dori't stop 
pushing: die Oslo accords stipulate 
that the status of Jerusalem will' 
come to the negotiation table, while 


the Holy City. How can you set the 
status of Jemsalem and proclaim it 
as the "Capital of the Hebrew state?' 
ELIAHU BEN ELLISAR: It is a dty 
under Israeli sovereignty. This may 
not be recognized by everyone. But 
this has no importance. From the 
jurisdicial side. Jemsalem today, as it 
is, falls within the municipal demar- 
cations of Israeli sovereignty. And 
die position of Messrs. Rabin. Peres 
and Netanyahu was clear on this 
matter. And even if the negotiations 
on Jemsalem are mentioned in the 
Oslo accords, this does not mean to 
negotiate a redivision of the Holy 
City. Anyhow, we can negotiate 
something else. 

THE ARAB DAILY: Like wlut? 

EUAHU BEN ELLISAR: I don't know. I 
cannot tell you. The negotiations 
have not started yet and I am not 
authorized to lead them. We have 
stated our position on Jerusalem 
and on other holy sites: the total lib- 
erty of worship and access to holy 
sites for all religions, while [declar- 
ing] our attachment to the unity of 
Jemsalem as capital of the state of 
Israel. 

THE ARAB DAILY: And what would 
be. according to you. the fate of 
Palestinians living in east Jerusalem? 
ELIAHU BEN ELLISAR: They can 
become citizens of Israel if they wish 
to. or keep their current status of 
residents. This will remain their own 
choice. But if they decide to become 
Israeli citizens, they will enjoy all the 
rights, especially participation in 
municipal elections and voting at ^ 
Parliament. 

THE ARAB DAILY: JJurtfglancc at the 
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US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright greets Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
after he arrived at Albright's home in Washington, Monday, 


cerning the specific status of 
Jemsalem. But this resolution was 
not even recognized by the Arabs. It 
is for this reason that the 1948 war 
was declared. And since then . this 
resolution has no more reason to 
exist. Going back to the F.U decision. 

1 can tell you that wo do not recog- 
nize tta/iton-Vcb>gnition of the 
Eiinjpdans. concerning the status 
(lut we grant tojetyfflpm- We have 
qflKtcd this pot!?, which was pre- 
sorted jp* us through the 
Ambasso^ar of Germaijjiuft4siuel. 
IJemianytasyou knoyTTs the current 
^residenfofthefiAropcan Union. m 
THE AJ$B DA1$; Maintaininj/dle 


ns the akab u/ult^uuth giance « pgjrf jfcirion.'ttlo you Mfc that 

:m Israeli authoring behavior towards defj the International 

so three Palest Wan immunity cjfnceriiii® Jemsalem 

up . whom Faisal Husseimjk«ident of f or | ong? V ^ 

; w the Orient House, simriy shows how BLUSAR-Ahis is not a 

to befPalestinian^yir^Jj flr fj ex j b ] e posidbn. This is a 
y° ur an *'JF t0 position of succe^re governments, 

Er 1 Eu/W* BEN ELUStfe Those three d 0 not want to recognize 

:e ^ r Jfcle,2$to ,an diMlitarierhave violated^ Qur sovereignty on ail Jemsalem. 
r the Omflccofos. It is fo* this reason -rue arar DAILY: Don’t fontet. Ybur 


that the Ifcell |tyt|s have con- 
fiscated their laiR^-passer between 
the territoijes Ajd^nEalem, and 
within the/Hote^itfeif- In feet, 
this jtfvIfegjT^s /withdrawn. 
-Because th/SlOTc/frds stipulate 
rhnr nn jjfecall jwtlcs represent- 
jJ0l)^^qbfAuthority should 
$ ftjpica|ljifjcrasalein. And Mr. 
J^ss j0ms received foreign diplo- 
mat*, on behalf of the . Palestinian 
Authority jn Jerusalem, Thus, he has 
practiced a political activity on 

behalf of the Palestinian Authority In 

the Holy City and this does not apply 
to the Oslo accords. 

THE ARAB DAILY: What do you say 
of the unanimous decision taken by . 
the European Union on March 1st 
The EU )»bs refused to recognize 


Excellency, that until 1967 east 
jemsalem was under the sovereign- 
ty of King Hussein, and only after the 
six-day war that Jerusalem fell down 
under the Israeli sovereignty? Don’t 
forget either that the 242 Security 
Council resolution stipulate the 
Israeli withdrawal from all territories 
occupied in 1967? 

ELIAHU BEN ELLISAR: This is not the 
time to discuss 242, Forget about It. 

I do not feel like going into the 
details of 242. It Is true that 
Jerusalem was divided into two 
parts before 1967:. one part of the 
dty was under Jordanian sovereign- 
ty and the other under Israeli sover- 
eignty. But things changed after 
1967. The European position did not 
change. They do not recognize 
Israeli sovereignty on Jemsalejn. not 


that the status of Jerusalem will' 1 j en j S aiem as the capital of Israel? . . j srae jj SQ verel#ny on Jerusalem, not 

come to the negotfetiori table, while .euahU. BEN ELLISAR: Here again, . even the ^te where the Knesset Is. 

the Israeli government;. swamp trie f no di|jig new, The European Union is ( bad, we will survive as king as 

whole world wjth declarations cdn-. , re feni^ fo an old resolution taken possible with this non-recognition 

cemlng the lndMsIble cliarictenpf \. j-y the United Nations In 1947, coin- • , 


that wc do not recognize. For me. I 
this is absurd. Europe does not even i 
recognize our sovereignty on the 
western wall: the' must holy site for 
Jews. 

THE ARAB DAILY: You mean the 
Wailing Wall? 

ELIAHU BEN ELLISAR: Call it the 
Wailing Wall if yuu wish. We do not 
call it the Whiling Wbll, because we 
do nor wail. For us, it is till- western 
wall. And this is not all. Europeans 
do not even recognize our sover- 
eignly on the Jewish cemetery, the 
oldest in the world, whidi is on the 
MounT of Olives. My mother is 
Juried in this cemetery. My wife's 
parents are also buried in this ceme- 
tery... and Europe does not recog- 
nize our sovereignty on this ceme- 
tery. 

THE ARAB DAILY: It is not only 
Europe. You also have the Arab 
world who sees the threat of Israeli 
policy towards the Palestinians. 
During a recent meeting of Foreign 
Ministers of Egypt, Jotdan. Palestine 
represented by Mahmoud Abbas 
|Abu Mazen], those two countries 
declared their Intentions to support, 
with all their strength, the proclama- 
tion of an Independent Palestinian 
state. We recognize the privileged 
relationship that King Hussein had 
■ with Israel. Does Jordanian- anger 
disturb you today? 

ELIAHU BEN ELLISAR: I regret that 
Arafat Is being encouraged into a 
direction that leads to nowhere, if 
only he cooperates with Israel, he 
will win all, and he will loose if he 
opposes Israel. I hope that tire 
Jordanian and Egyptian foreign min- 
ister would advise Arafat when they 
meet with him again. As for our rela- 
tions with Jordan, 1 can Say that they 
are honest and frank. We liave Very 
good contact! with King Abdullah 
and we have clarified our position to 
Jordanians. However,. , between 
neighbors we .can disagree. And It 
happeps. Jordan has Arab response 


bill ties and wc have ours towards 
our people. 

THE ARAB DAILY: Your excellency, 
you admit that May 4 murks the end 
of the interim pei iod and that the 
Israelis did nothing to advance 
tilings. Arafat has nu more choices. 
EUAHU REN ELLISAR; 'Hie date of 
May 4 is strictly insignificant. It only 
means the cinlufrlte interim period. 
Hut. the pemiancnt srams has not 
yet been negotiated. Yasser Arafat 
has exaggerated the event in making 
the date of May 4 as fatal. This is 
very artificial, because this dare ltus 
no legal or political value, ft has nu 
value except that Arafat wants to use 
it to provoke a crisis with Israel, 
which is a pity. 

THE ARAB DAILY: Yasser Arafat is 
actually touring the whole world to 
obtain nations' support. What are 
tire measures taken by your govern- 
ment to evaluate your position? 
EUAHU BEN ELLISAR: We do not 
want to get into that game again. 
Yhsser Arafat wants to provoke a cri- 
sis. If he proclaims a Palestinian state 
on May 4, he will end the Oslo 
accords as I said before, and this will 
create a new situation, to which we 
will be obliged to respond. 

I think that all the world under- 
stands that It will not be a wise and 
intelligent decision from Arafat and i 
hope that, in spite of everything, 
caution wins. 

THE ARAB DAILY: If the leftists were 
to win the elections would you 
maintain your position as 
' Ambassador of Israel to France? 
EUAHU BEN EUJSAR: This Is for the 
elected government to decide. 

' THE ARAB DAILY Will you then opt 
for a ihodprate orientation? : ! - , 
ELIAHU BEN ELUSAR; I do riot 
change. Thke inyword far It. 


• • i- b j- , ;■ 


from MAHAFAYEQ 
- - In. Pari a 

■ , t ,, b . * _ . Ii | m p ■ **;•" " !■' 

” r - • '' ;■ . . -iy 







O AHA 


.as 


ARAB 

WATCH 



W - ! - fi i 1 1 . ! J 1 1 J - ! I - ! . ! 1 1 . ! - 1 - ! ITT 



ANKARA (AP) — Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy in 
Turkey's southeast claimed responsibility Tuesday for a blast 
that seriously damaged the oil pipeline linking Iraq to Itirkey. 
The rebels of the Kurdish Labor Party (PKK) said they sabotaged 
the pipeline to mark the Kurdish new year celebrated Sunday. 
Their statement was carried by the Germany- based Kurdish 
news agency DEM. 
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ALGIERS (AFP) — Eight Muslim fundamentalists thought to 
belong to an ultra-radical group led by Hassan Hattab were 
killed in the Timezrit Mountains, some 70 kilometers east of 
Algiers, the press said Tliesday. The eight, who were not imme- 
diately formally Identified, were killed on Monday in a sweep by 
soldiers tipped off by local people and tracking down Hattab's 
Saiafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), based mainly 
in the mountains of the Kabylie region, newspapers said. 






KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese government relief workers has 
distributed more than 10.000 tons of relief food to displaced 
people in Sudan so far in March, according to the Humanitarian 
aid Commission (HAC). HAC official Klinlid Faraj said more than 
6.0QO tons were distributed to more than 245,000 beneficiaries 
in the north of Sudan, which has been gripped by civil war since 
1983, and other supplies went to government- held areas in the 
south, the SUNA news agency reported lUesday. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian pilgrim died after being hit by a car 
Monday while crossing a street in the Saudi holy city of Mecca, 
the official IRNA news agency reported Ties day. 


PARIS (AFP) — An Egyptian father has been reunited with his 
eight-year- old daughter who was kidnapped in August by her 
French mother, the prosecutor's office in the western city of 
Nantes said Tliesday, Layla Khalil was handed over to her father. 
Amr Khalil, late Monday in accordance with a court ruling giv- 
ing him custody of the child. The ruling upheld a 1991 Egyptian 
court decision giving Khalil, 38, custody or his daughter and 
stripping the mother, Serenade Mosset, of any parental rights. 


KUWAIT (AP) — Smoking will be banned on Kuwait Airways 
flights that are two hours or less in duration, the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation said Tliesday. The ban will start Nov. J, 
and will be gradually implemented, the directorate said in a 
statement. It will eventually be applied to all flights of the 
national carrier, it said, without providing a deadline. 


ADEN (AFP) — US mine clearing experts have returned to 
Yemen after a three-month absence during which threats were 
issued against both the United States and Britain, the US 
embassy said Tuesday. The experts, who number some 35, have 
gone back to work in the southern port city of Aden training 
Yemenis on clearing mines left over, from the 1994 civil war. The 
Pentagon launched the program in October last year. 


KHATAMI CALLS FOR STRATEGIC 
SAUDI -I RAN IAN TIES 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami is going ahead with a visit to Saudi 
Arabia and has called for further strategic 
ties between the two former rivals for power 
and Influence in the oil-rich Gulf. 

Hie official Iranian news agency IRNA 
said on Tuesday that Khatami expressed the 
hope in letters to Saudi King Falid and his 
heir apparent, Crown Prince Abdullah, on 
Monday. 

Analysts said the reform-minded Iranian 
president was evidently encouraged by suc- 
cessful cooperation between Tehran and 


Riyadh to boost oil prices. 

"... I expressed the president's satisfac- 
tion over the breakthrough iu oil prices and 
his deep appreciation for Saudi leaders' 
cooperation in this regard," Iran's ambas- 
sador to Riyadh, Mnhanunnd Roza Nnuii- 
Shahroudi, told IRNA. 

"The president in his message expressed 
the hope for more such strategic coopera- 
tion between the two countries in the 
future, given that cooperation among oil 
producing countries to keep a balance 
between supply and demand will ensure the 


interests of our people." he added 

Khatami said i„ hls message h( - 
planned to visit Saudi Arabia aft er ^ ^ 
pilgrimage season to the Muslim holy^ 
of Mecca and Medina, which is due M 
on Friday.. ^ 

The ambassador did not glveafi rai 
lor the ground-breaking visit, which would 
he the first by an Iranian president since tfat 
Islamic revolution toppled the Irarbn 
monarchy in 1979. 


YEMEN VOWS TO GET 
TOUGH ON SECURITY 


SANAA (AFP) — The Yemeni government 
has vowed to get tough on security and 
show "no leniency or mercy," after a string 
of kidnappings which have ruined the coun- 
try's reputation, newspapers said Tuesday. 

A package of "firm and dissuasive" mea- 
sures was adopted at an extraordinary 
meeting chaired by President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh on Monday, the reports said, without 
giving details. 

The government warned it would show 


"no leniency or mercy" and “strike with an 
iron rod against anyone who thinks of 
harming the security and stability" of the 
nation. 

“Those behind criminal acts or attacks on 
security will not escape punishment," it 
said. 

Yemen lias been plagued by a wave of 
kidnappings of foreigners over the past six 
years, wrecking the tourism industry which 
is a key source of revenue for the cash- 


strapped country. 

More than 160 foreigners haw b«n 
seized by unruly tribes to use as bagafning 
chips in disputes with Sanaa, usuaty ovtr 
aid for their region or to trade them offror 
jailed tribesmen. 

All of them have been freed unharmed. 

But in late December, three Britons and 
an Australian died in a rescue operation for 
a group of Western tourists held hostage hr 
Islamic militants. 


EX-REBEL LABELS SOUTH 
SUDAH'S GARANG A DICTATOR 


GENEVA (R) — A Sudanese government 
official who once supported independence 
Tor the south of the country accused guer- 
rilla leader John Garang on Tliesday of "bru- 
tal dictatorship" and mass human rights 
violations. 

David de Chand, a Christian from south- 
ern Sudan who broke with Garang's SPLA 
movement in 1991, also said that Western 
groups campaigning against alleged slavery 
were trying to provoke US Intervention in 
favor of the rebels. 

"Garang has instituted a brutal dictator- 
ship in areas under his control... He has 
attempted to impose Marxist-Leninist ideas 
and has used systematic genocide against 
people in the South," de Chand told a news 
conference in Geneva. 

He compared the SPLA with the Former 
Khmer Rouge regime in Cambodia, accus- 
ing it of using "widespread terrorism," 


including murder of civilians and dissenting 
intellectuals, to maintain its control in parts 
of the south. 

On Monday, Garang told reporters in 
Geneva on the opening day of the annual 
six-week session of the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission that the govern- 
ment in Khartoum was seeking to impose a 
"theocratic, Islamic state” throughout the 
country. 

But de Chand, now director for human 
rights at the Sudanese foreign ministry, 
rejected the charge, saying several south- 
ern movements which had signed an accord 
with Khartoum in 1997 would not have 
done so if this were the case. 

"I was born in the South in a Christian 
family. 1 am a member of the Anglican com- 
munity and in Khartoum I go to church 
every Sunday." lie said. "Religion Is not rel- 
evant in the war in the South." 


De Chand is also spokesman for in 
umbrella United Democratic Salvation 
From uf. seven former rebel movements 
parties which began peace talks with to 
Khartoum authorities in 1996. 

He said that, under the 1997 agTHHittf. 
the people or the south bad been given fa 
right of self-determination, and that fa 
area - largely inhabited by Christians orarv- 
misls - was exempted from Islamic Shari 
law. 

Garang's SPLA. or Sudanese Pa# 
Liberation Army, could Join the ^ 
accord. "It lias nil option to wcabie tie 
hush war or to honorably Join the pw< 
process," he said. 

The SI’LA, and its SPLM political wing, 
art; due to hold the loLest of several receu 
rounds of talks with the Sudanese gow* 
ment in Nairobi next month. /. 


CHAIRMAN OF SUDANESE 
BAR ASSOCIATION BANNED 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Prominent Khartoum lawyer and opposition 
activist Ghazl Suleiman on Tliesday said he would ignore a deci- 
sion by the Sudanese Bar Association banning him from Its club 
Tor three months. 

Suleiman, the chairman of the opposition National Alliance for 
the Restoration of Democracy (NARD), showed reporters a letter 
from the pro-government association’s central committee declar- 
ing that die ban had been imposed for unspecified but "repeated 
violations of the club's regulations." 

The lawyer attributed the ban to weekly discussions mainly on 
human rights abuses which he and a number of colleagues were 
in the habit of holding on Wednesdays. 

J'r " ot ,?°i n 8 t0 abWe by Ibis decision end will go tomorrow 
[Wednesday) along with my colleagues to the dub and hold our 
usual symposium," Suleiman vowed. 

He said he would not recognize Fathi Khalil as president of the 
association, arguing that Khalil had reached the position "In 
rigged elections” last year. 


SYRIA, IRAQ TO EXCHAN0! 
INTEREST SECTIONS 

DAMASCUS (AP) -After 19 years of severed diplomatic 
Syria and Iraq have agreed to establish Interest sect|or|5 
capitals under the Algerian flag. Foreign Minister ftrouk , , . , 
was quoted as saying Tliesday. :: ’jJ.' 

In an Interview in Damascus with Japan’s VbmlhriSDWw 
paper, A1 Sharaa said the agreement was reached during - 
his Iraqi counterpart, Mohammad Saeed Al Sahh#.®. ^, • : 
February. 

The Algerian embassy in Damascus and Baghdad WjV- • J;; 
diplomatic work for the two countries, Sharta . was 
ing. He did not give a date for the open[ng of .tne 
Damascus and Baghdad broke relations shorav^^ Sri.. 
the 1980-88 Iran-lraq war when Syria sided °P?- 
Ties have improved in recent years with* 
exchanging visits by businessmen and officials. 

Syria signed contracts to supply Iraq with foodstuff 
approved oH-for-food deal. V ^ 
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" FATCHETT: BRITAIN WILL TRY TO REVIVE 
SYRIAN-LEBANESE PEACE TALKS WITH ISRAEL 


|R) — British Foreign Office Minister 
. (jfatchett, on a one-day visit to Beirut, told 

rtWS that Britain will try to revive l.ebanese- 
JJJjn peace talks with Israel but only after the 
Si state's May elections. 

^•fliere Is a general understanding in the 
region that wc are at a halt due to the Israeli elec- 
tion campaign," Fatchett told reporters after 
tills with Lebanese Foreign and Prime Minister 
Salim AlHoss. 

“When that campaign is over and a there Is a 
n W government in Israel, then the Syrian- 
lebaese track Is one of our very serious priori- 
tia, because without a comprehensive peace set- 
tUiient there won't be lasting peace in the 
region." 

Fatchett said Britain was committed to the UN 
resolution demanding an unconditional Israeli 
priUout from the south and expected more polit- 
ical and economic cooperation with Lebanon. 

1 haven't brought a pot of gold with me today 
in terms of investment but there is a growing UK 


interest in Lebanon. We are currently Lebanon's 
sixth trading partner and we want to improve 
that," he said. 

Meanwhile, about 60 demonstrators, mostly 
university students, waved banners and chanted 
slogans outside the foreign ministry calling for 
the release of Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh, 
jailed since 1996 for involvement in the 1994 
bombing of the Israeli embassy in London. 

“Justice, we want justice," dozens of protest- 
ers. mostly students, chanted as Fatchett entered 
and left the building. 

"They were wrongly accused and are innocent. 
A British government report proves it," said rela- 
tive Maha Alami. 

The minister said he had discussed the issue 
with family members and would pass on their 
concerns to his government. “1 understand that 
the case is coming to appeal but I am very proud 
of our justice system and we can't politically 
intervene in cases in front of court." he added. 



BAGHDAD DENIES SADDAM 
NARROWLY MISSED DEATH 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraq has denied reports in the London-based oppo- 
sition press that President Saddam Hussein narrowly escaped 
death during a raid by US planes on Baghdad earlier this month. 

‘They said Saddam was the target of an assassination attempt 
when he was inspecting one of his palaces; this is pure invention... 
a sort of psychological warfare,” Foreign Minister Mohammad Said 
Al Sahhaf said in an interview published by the independent 
Egyptian daily Al Aalam A! Yawni on Tliesday. 
file opposition Al Zaman newspaper reported on March 17 that 
missiles fired by US jets rained down on the Radwaniya Palace in 
Baghdad “while Saddam was inspecting damage inflicted on the 
palace by December's Operation Desert Fox." 
file Iraqi president, who escaped unscathed, “took refuge in 
part of the palace compound,” the paper said. 

Sahhaf also denied opposition reports that 23 Iraqi army offi- 
cers, including Saddam adviser Kamel Salem, were executed earli- 
er this month for attempting to overthrow the regime. 

“Nothing of all this happened... and I think they will spend those 
S97 million on this tittle-tattle Salihnf said, referring to the sum 
allocated recently by the US administration to Iraqi opposition 
groups attempting to overthrow Saddam. 


US HELICOPTER 
CRASHES IN THE 
GULF, 4 HURT 

MANAMA (AFP) ■ A US navy 
Seahawk helicopter crashed in 
the central Gulf on Tliesday, 
slightly wounding the four 
crew on board, the navy's Fifth 
Fleet said. 

It said the two pilots and 
two other navy air crew were 
rescued and flown by heli- 
copter to Bahrain from the car- 
rier USS Enterprise, whose 
combat aircraft police the 
skies of southern Iraq. 

The accident occurred dur- 
ing a “routine" flight by the 
SH-60B Seahawk used for anti- 
submarine operations and that 
an investigation was under- 
way. The crew is based in 
North Island, California. 


h* Pitiim 


Fatchett, right, leaves the Lebanese Foreigh Ministry on Tuesday after a 
meeting with Lebanon PM Salim Hoss. 


ISRAELI-ALLIED MILITIAMAN 
DESERTS TO LEBANESE ARMY 


TYRE (AFP) — A member of the 
Israeli-allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) has deserted and 
surrendered to rhe Lebanese 
army amid a wave of arrests of 
SLA militiamen, security 
sources said Tliesday. 

Marwan Khalil Nabaa, from 
the village of Shebaa in the 
western sector of the Israeli- 
occupied border zone in south- 
ern Lebanon, fled on foot 
through ravines to avoid Israeli 
and SLA checkpoints, they said. 

Once out of the enclave, 
Nabaa surrendered ro the 
Lebanese army. 

Nabaa said his brother 
Mohammad, an SLA intelli- 
gence officer, had deserted five 
months ago and disclosed 


information that led to the 
arrest of about 20 pro-Israeli 
agents operating in Lebanese 
government-held territory. 

On March 15, another SLA 
member deserted and surren- 
dered to the Lebanese army, 
reflecting a growing trend in 
recent months among militia- 


men, many of them from the 
Druze community. 

Israeli radio said Monday 
that between eight and 1 1 SLA 
militiamen had been arrested 
since Friday, after the Israeli 
army initially denied any SLA 
members had been detained. 


YEMENI FM TO VISIT KUWAIT 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait's foreign minister announced 
Tuesday that his Yemeni counterpart was expected to visit the emi- 
rate after the coming Muslim holidays, in a step towards restoring 
normal ties. "I have invited Yemen's Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Abdul KaderBajaminal to visit Kuwait, and he will 
come after the Eid," Sheik Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah told Al Rai A3 
Aam newspaper. The Yemeni minister said he and Sheik Sabah had 
already discussed arrangements to reopen the Yemeni embassy in 
Kuwait City and to restore diplomatic ties. 


BEIRUT HOSTAGE SUES IRAN 


FOURTEEN YEARS AFTER he was 
taken hostage in Lebanon and more 
than seven years since he was freed, 
Terry Anderson sued Iran for $100 
million on Monday accusing - the 
blamlc state of sponsoring the Shiite 
guerrillas who captured him. 

Anderson said he expected the law- 
suit to succeed on the basis of recent 
US legislation permitting foreign gov* 
ernments to be sued for sponsoring 
terrorist actions against US citizens. 
But the former Associated Press cor- 
respondent said he expected a pro- 
..tacted struggle with the US govern- 
ment over enforcement of the verdict. 

. In October, following successful 
cases brought by three former 
hostages, President Clinton Issued a 
Waiver, which freed government agen- 
cies from , the requirement to , secure 
|ue damages, for example by seizing. 

assets, of foreign governments 
involved.', 

"We don’t expect to see the money 


any time soon," Anderson told Tire 
Guardian yesterday, "it's more a case 
of making Iran responsible for its 
actions." 

He is suing Iran for the distress he 
and hls family suffered after he was 
grabbed by gunmen from a Beirut 
street after playing tennis in March 
1985. For the next. 2,454 days he was 
kept locked In a dark, room, glimps- 
ing daylight on only a few occasions. 
He also withstood beatings and 
taunts from his captors, At one point;' 

' he was so depressed he knocked his 
. head against a wall until ft bled. . 

His lawsuit ; names the Islamic 
Republic of Iran ?nd its, ministry of 
information and security;.; It sSys that .. 
Hizboiiah, thie, Shiite; organization, 
whose membra, took Anderson: cap- 
live, is "a pqlincpvparajpnltBiy . terror- 
ist: • bijtf legation operating ■ in 

•* Lebanon;" ^ 

: 'Voiding fr'vd^.fiu«lli)gv cIMpn ' 

and .jir^nlng- fqEilft I 


in Lebanon." 

Tehran is widely believed to have 
supported Hizboiiah since the eariy 
1980s, but Seyed Mohammad 
Husseinian, Iranian ambassador to 
the UN, said there was "no shred or 
credible evidence" that it had provid- 
ed backing for the organization. 

“That is patently nonsense," 


The Guardian 

& THE ARAB DAILY 

the same dtttj 


■Anderson said. .‘TTieir interior minis- 
ter used ; td - go' about saying," 
■Hizboiiah was my baby. "And to? gave 
them planeloads of weapons 'find got 
the' release OF three hostages, Iri 
ejrehan# lunder President Reagan]; If 
: that IsH’t hard .fVidenceJ don't know 

Wfot is" ■; 'X -. ••• v 

since hls release In December 


1991, Anderson has left his job to 
teach journalism In New York and 
more recently in Athens, Ohio, where 
he lives on a farm. He said he learnt 
farming from a fellow hostage in 
Beirut, who gave lectures to help pass 
the time. 

Foreign states were largely Immune 
to OS lawsuits until the 1996 Anti-ter- 
rorism and Effective Death Penalty: . 
Act, allowing legal -action against, 
alleged state sponsors of terrorism, 

• listed by t|ie state department as Irani 
' Cuba. Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan 
: apd Syria/. ... 

Last October, Congress strength- ,, 
ened the law by requiring.the US trea- 
sury and . state .departments to help : 
recover legal damages. But an escape 
clause empowers the president, to bar 
such assistance In the interests, of, 

/ national security. V ' ■ . . . ■' r' 

. "Much of our argument is likely. to'/; 
:be with the US government,; 'rather ; 
. .than. ' the . ; 1 ranlan . government," .. 


Anderson said. 

He said that the timing of his law- 
suit was not determined only by the 
recent legal victories of his fellow 
three former hostages, who won a 
$65 million Judgment against Iran last 
August. Anderson said his family had 
recovered sufficiently from the trau- 
ma to contemplate a sustained legal 
battle. “We are ready for it now," he 
said. "We're settled and we’re in good 
shape to take this' on,, without being 
vindictive.". : . ■ 

■ .Anderson also serves on the board 
of the Committee to Protect 
• Journalists, a non-profit organization 
which lobbies for Worldwide press 
Freedom. • . •• .■ 

He has revisited iBeirut - since his 
ordeal and plans to take a igrpup of: 
:• his Journalism students there this ; 
; Ysuinrrier. . / •; " %•/ , > •/- • ' . ■ 

£> tiffyjiilisjn Borger'jn Washington; 
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ISRAEL CHARGES BROTHER 
OF PNA PREVENTIVE SECURITY 
CHIEF WITH HAMAS MEMBERSHIP 


MARCH 24,1999 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A brother or a top Palestinian 
security official was charged by an Israeli military 
court Hiesday with recruiting members for the 
Islamic Resistance Movement, Hamas. 

The defendant, Yasser Rajoub, is a brother of 
Jibril Rajoub, who as head of the Preventive 
Security Services in the West Bank has headed 
the Palestinian National AuthoritytPNA) crack-, 
down on Islamic activists. 

Yasser Rajoub was arrested by Israel In 
February. On Hiesday, he was charged by the mil- 
itary court of the Israeli occupation forces in the 
Jewish settlement of Beit El with belonging to 


Hamas and recruiting members for the group. 

Late Monday. Israeli soldiers raided the house 
of Mahmoud Abu Hunoud, a senior Hamas fugi- 
tive, and three of his relatives in the West Bank 
village ofAssira Shamaliya, the fugitive's brother, 
Ahmad, said. 

Abu Hunoud, a suspected mastermind of sev- 
eral suicide bombing attacks in Israel, has been 
at large since 1994. 

Abu Hunoud's brother said an Israel Intelli- 
gence official who introduced himself as Abu 
Rafik told the family that the fugitive is accused 
of killing 30 Israelis in bombing attacks. 


PNA HELPS ISRAEL THWART HAMAS 
SUICIDE BOMBING IN TEL AVIV 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) helped Israel thwart a 
massive suicide bombing in the Tbl Aviv area by 
activists three weeks ago, officials said on 
Hiesday. • 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
Hiesday he had called PNA chief Yasser Arafat to 
thank him for helping foil the attack. 

But he quickly added that “the Palestinian 
Authority is not acting systematically" against 
terrorism. 

Palestinian sources said their security services 
had discovered that activists of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) had succeeded in 
smuggling a large bomb Into Tel Aviv in prepara- 
tion for an attack. 

The Palestinians gave the information to US 


security officials For transmission to Israeli 
authorities, the sources said. 

“Investigations by the security apparatus led to 
the arrest of those preparing the devices to be 
used in the operation and of the man who had 
smuggled the bomb to a hide-out north of Tel 
Aviv,” one source told AFP. 

"The man who smuggled the device was a drug 
dealer known to have connections with Israeli 
drug merchants," he said. 

The sources said Palestinian security officials 
wdre hunting for three Hamas fugitives who may 
have been involved in the plot, including 
Mahmoud Abul Hanud. 

Hamid, from the Nablus region, is suspected of 
helping organize two multiple suicide bombings 
in Jerusalem in the summer of 1997 in which 21 
Israelis were killed. 


ISRAEL RELEASES LIST 
OF PALESTINIANS WHO 
ALLEGEDLY KILLED AMERICANS 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Just hours, 
before Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat was to meet US 
President Bill Clinton Hiesday 
in Washington, Israel released a 
list of Palestinians who alleged- 
ly killed Americans and are 
walking free in areas under the 
Palestinian leader's control. 

It was the second time in 
three months that Israel has 
issued such a list just before an 
Arafat-CUnton meeting and in 
the previous instance 
Washington rejected the Israeli 
changes as unfounded. 

A press release issued 
Tuesday by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu's office 
gave the names of 10 
Palestinians allegedly involved 
in planning suicide bombings 
or other attacks that killed US 


or dual israeli-US cirizens. 

Seven of those listed were 
said to be roaming free in areas 
under the control of Arafat's 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). 

The list included Mohammad . 
Dief, who is believed to be the 
leader of the military wing of 
Hamas, the main Islamic move- 
ment opposed to peace with 
Israel. 

The statement claims Dief 
was involved in the 1994 kid- 
nap-shooting of an Israeli sol- 
dier, Nachson Wachsman, who 
also held US citizenship. 

Palestinian police say they 
are actively hunting for Deif, 
who is believed to be hiding in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Others on the list included 
Nafez Mahmoud Sabih, said by 


MANDELA: LOCKERBIE 
HANDOVER IS UNCONDITIONAL 

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA (AP) — President Nelson Mandela on 
Hiesday said the handover by Libya of iwo suspects for blowing up 
an airliner over Lockerbie, Scotland, was unconditional. 

• "They will be delivered on or before April 6," he told reporters 
"Collateral matters can be discussed separately, but the delivery is 
.unconditional." j 


Israel to have helped plan a 
wave of suicide bombings in 
1996 and to now be serving In 
the Palestinian security forces. 

A spokesman for the US 
embassy in Tel Aviv had no 
immediate response, saying 
Israel had not provided 
Washington with the list. 

US officials in the past reject- 
ed the Israeli accusations, 
which were widely seen as 
designed to embarrass Arafat. 

And in a rare show of pique, 
the State Department’s top offi- 
cial for the Middle East. Martin 
Indyk, lashed out at Israel over 
the allegations. 

“It is simply not true." Indyk 
said after an Israeli diplomat 
repeated the accusations dur- 
ing a public meeting in 
Washington. "The fundamental 
point is they did not release 
terrorists or murderers." he 
said. 

Indyk said a US enquiry had 
supported PNA claims that the 
five men were released because 
no evidence linked them to ter- 
rorist attacks. 
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Arafat (L) is greeted by United Nations Secretary General Kofi 
Annan (R) at UN headquarters yesterday. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Palestinian President Annan. The head of the Palestinian National 

Yasser Arafat arrived at UN headquarters Authority (PNA) did not make any public com* 

Hiesday to meet with UN Secretary General Kofi ments at his arrival shortly after 1 500 GMT. 


PALESTINIAN 
AIRLINES 
TO START GAZA- 

DUBAI FLIGHTS 

DUBAI (AFP) — Palestinian 
Airlines is to launch a service 
to Dubai starting Friday for the 
shopping festival in the Gulf 
trading hub, a Palestinian offi- 
cial said Hiesday. 

The Palestinian consul in 
Dubai, Salim Abu Sultan, told 
AFP the first flight would land 
on Friday, bringing some 90 
passengers from the self-ruled 
Gaza Strip on board a Boeing 
727. 

"A regular service between 
Gaza and Dubai will start on 
April 5," after the Muslim holi- 
days of Eid Al Adha, he said. 

The flights, the new airline's 
second regular link between 
Gaza and the Gulf, will be on 
Mondays and Fridays. 
Palestinian airlines also (lies to 
Saudi Arabia. 


IRAN CALLS FOR 
AN ANTI -US 
RALLY IN MECCA 

TEHERAN (DPA) — Iran called 
on Its pilgrims Tuesday to 
stage a protest rally against 
the United States and Israel 
during the annual Haj in 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Iran's 
official news agency . IRNA 
reported on tuesday. 


REPRESENTATIVES 
OF FRENCH TOWNS AND 
CITIES TO VISIT PALESTINE 

A DELEGATION INCLUDING 16 representatives of French towns 
and cities will pay a visit to the Palestinian territories on April 1st. 
member of the PLO Executive Committee. Asa'ad Abdul Rahman 
told The Arab Daily. 

According to Rahman, who is in charge of the Refugees and 
Displaced Portfolio, the delegation will make tours around 
refugees camps to get acquainted with the refugees’ daily lives 
and the camps' infrastructures. 

“The visit takes place within the framework of an agreement 
signed between representatives of the refugees' camps and the 
French towns and cities," he said. 

French towns and cities will shortly provide assistance to the 
Lebanese refugees camps, while Italy will grant $3.5 million as a 
donation to upgrade their medical infrastructure, particularly in 
aspects of surgical operations. 


Asa'ad Azounni 

VATICAN: POPE TRIP TO HOLY 
LAND NOT YET DEFINITE 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Tile Vatican salt! on Hiesday a trip to the Holy 
Land by Pope John Paul was not yet definite but that the Pontiff 
wanted to make the visit as part of millennium year celebrations 
in 2000. 

The Vatican was responding to an announcement made by the 
Israel tourism ministry on Monday that the Pope intended; to 
the historic visit next March. i ". 

. The Holy See traditionally announces details of the Pope’s 
In Italy and abroad. 

“While the .Pope has often expressed a desire to visit 
Land as. part of the Church's millennium celebrations, siufra 
has not ,yef been defined," Chief Vatican spokesman ifpaqum: 
Navarro-Vhlls told reporters. ■ '• . ; - , 

Vatican sources have said space has been. allotted in ffi$' Pbp&s.-.. 
agenda for a probable trip to the Holy Land during 2000. and 
there would probably be no. other trip abroad bKaurt/Or^;' 
Pope’s engagements in Rome during 2000, which he has dec^f^dj. • 
a Hofy.Yedr. ... . *=■ ■■ -v’ 
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^^STpOPE TRIP TO HOLY 
LAND NOT YET DEFINITE 


ncAN CITY (R) — The Vatican said on Tuesday a trip to the Holy 
i dbv Pope John Paul was not yet definite but that the Pontiff 
l^nted to make the visir as part of millennium year celebrations 

P faVatican was responding to an announcement made by the 
Israel tourism ministry on Monday that the Pope intended tc. make 
*e historic visit next March. 

The Holy See traditionally announces details ot the Pope s visits 
in Italy and abroad. 

-While the Pope has often expressed a desire to visit the Holy 
ImI as part of the Church's millennium celebrations, such a trip 
to not yet been defined." Chief Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
ftvarro-Vhlls told reporters. 

Vatican sources have said space has been allotted m the Pope s 
janda for a probable trip to the Holy Land during 2000 and that 
Zse would probably be no other trip abroad because of the 
Pope's engagements in Rome during 2000. which lie has declared 
i Holy Year. 


PREACHING TOLERANCE, 
LADY VISITS LUXOR IN 


US FIRST 
EGYPT 


ISRAEL'S PUBLIC UNIONS SET 
TO STRIKE FROM TODAY 


■ TEL AVIV (R) - About 400.000 Israeli public sector workers are 
Bidy to strike from Wednesday after negotiations on pay brake 
down, union and Treasury officials said on Tuesday. 

"There was no progress in the talks," said Levi Morav. 
spokesman for the Histadrut federation or trade unions. "The 
strike is unavoidable." 

file strike would cripple all government offices. Morav said. 

Morav said trains, ports and airports would be affected by 
sirikes but flights would continue to ran as scheduled. 

Employees at Bezeq Israel Telecom and Israel Electric Corp 
rt-ould also take limited action. 

file unions are demanding a 14 percent wage increase to com- 
pensate for inflation in 1998 and 1999. 


LUXOR, EGYPT (AFP) — US 
First Lady Hillary Clinton 
arrived on Hiesday in Luxor, 
scene of a 1997 massacre of 
tourists by Islamic milirants, for 
a high-profile visit seen as giv- 
ing a boost to Egypt's tourism 
industry. 

"We look to Mrs. Clinton to 
show not only that it is safe but 
to show the strength of the 
Egyptian-American relation- 
ship," Ahmad Nubi, the director 
of the Luxor press center, told 
AFP. 

"Luxor is the jewel of the 
Egyptian crown of tourism 
said Nubi. 

Hillary, who arrived in Egypt 
on Sunday at the start of a 
North Africa tour, was to visit 
the Temples of Luxor and the 
Valley of the Queens as well as 
a school and a health clinic sup- 
ported by USAID, the US 
Agency for International 
Development. 

Earlier Tuesday, she preached 
the value of tolerance in a 
speech to university students, 
professors and Egyptian gov- 
ernment officials at the 


American University in Cairo. 

"Preaching intolerance and 
resorting to violence against 
the believers of other faiths... 
can rip apart the fabric of com- 
munities," Hillary told the audi- 
ence. 

"We have to bring forward 
those lessons of tolerance and i* 

understanding that truly do £ 

stand the test of time and have 
to reject the calls to violence 
and prejudice and discrimina- 
tion," she said. 

On Monday, Hillary attended 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at a 
US-fundcd out-patient clinic for 
the poor in Cairo and 
announced a US pledge to pro- 
vide Egypt with S34.4 million 
for health care. 

She also toured the Khan A! 
Khalili tourist bazaar in Islamic 
Cairo to acquaint herself witli 
four small businesses funded 
by the United States, including 
three owned by women, and a 
youth center also getting US 
funds. 

Clinton will also visit Tunisia 
and Morocco before wrapping 
up her tour on April I . 



SA ARMY PROBES 
ISRAELI ENVOY'S 
ALLEGED AFFAIR 


PRETORIA (AFP) —s The South 
African defense force Tuesday 
began a probe into the alleged 
affair between rhe Israeli 
ambassador and a female South 
African intelligence officer, a 
spokeswoman said. 

"Our internal investigation 
started this morning," South 
African National Defense Force 
ISANDF) spokeswoman 
lieutenant-Colonel Laverne 
Machine told AFP. 

"Obviously, If there was any- 
thing |an affair), we have to 
took at whether there are any 
security implications," she said. 


ISRAEL BEGINS EXPELLING 
860 EGYPTIAN BEDOUINS 


KENYAN POLICE CONFIRM US 
WOMAN KILLED IN SOMALIA 


NITZANA (AFP) — The Israeli 
army began Tuesday expelling 
more than 800 Bedouins who 
entered Israel illegally Iroin Egypt 
Inst week bur were refused asy- 
lum. officials said. 

A large foice of army troops 
and policemen were deployed to 
oversee the expulsion via a desert 
border post near Nitzaiw. but 
there were no reports of trouble. 

The army declared the area a 
closed military zone to prevent 
journalists and Israeli Bedouin 
who have protested the expul- 


Sion Irani approaching. 

Israel began the deportation 
utter receiving assurances from 
Egyptian authorities guarantee- 
ing the security of the 860 
Bedouins from the semi-nomadic 
Azazmeh tribe. 

With Israel’s permission, the 
Egyptian army set up a protected 
camp for the Bedouins along the 
border between the Sinai and 
Israel - a zone which was demili- 
tarized when Israel returned the 
region to Egypt In 1982, the for- 
eign ministry said. 
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The Bedouin entered Israel ille- 
gally early last week, saying they 
were fleeing a bloody fend with 
another dan. 

Members ol the tribe, a branch 
of which lives in Israel, asked for 
asylum. 

Foreign Minister Ariel Sharcn 
rejected the demand and Israel's 
supreme court upheld his deci- 
sion on Sunday, ruling that the 
Azazmeh could not be granted 
asylum because they entered the 
country illegally. 

Since their arrival, the 
Azazmeh have been living in a 
makeshift camp guarded by the 
army in Israel's southern Negev 
desert. 
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former Argentine President Raul fllfonsin(R) shakes hand: „ 

S '«H Prime Minister Shimon Pcres(R) during the .nauguratron ol the «on 
the Socialist .nterna.ionai and the Con.nnss.on tor Globa 
Progress on Tuesday in Mexico City. The focus of the conference rs 
9lobuliTu»ion nrntp« in the Latin American region 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Somali gunmen shot and killed an American 
woman working for a church aid organization in the Lower John 
region of southern Somalia on Saturday, a Kenyan police state- 
ment has confirmed. 

The statement, faxed to AFP on Tuesday, said that Deena 
Marie Umbargci or the United Methodist Committee had gone to 
Kiamboni area of Somalia on humanitarian mission at invitation of 
Adqwani sub-dan elders inside Somalia, who had welcomed her 
and one of her Somali colleagues. 

According to the statement, they were in a restaurant having 
refreshments when an unidentified Somali walked in and for 
unknown reasons shot her in the chest. 

' "The victim was rushed back to Kenya and taken to Kiunga 
Health Center, but she was pronounced dead on arrival.” the state- 
ment said and appealed to anyone with information to volunteer 
it to the Kenyan police to help them in their investigations. 

The body of the deceased has since been brought to Nairobi and 
will later be flown to the United States. 


NETANYAHU CAMPAIGN PLOY WITH 
NEW IMMIGRANTS FALLS FLAT 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A bid by 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to score electoral 
points from his tour of former 
Soviet republics Tell flat 
-Hiesday when he. had to aban- 
don plans to return home with 
a planeload; of new Russian 
immigrants, Israel Radii? report- 
ed. 

.. Netanyahu, wrapping up a 
. three-day Whirlwind visit tD 
Ukraine," Russia apd (}eorgia, 
had hopedi'to' fly Into Ifel AvivIs 
Ben Gurion Airport Hitjsday at 
.. the same, time asia; specially 
• 'chattered pjane carrying 62 


Jewish emigrants from Moscow. 

The prime minister's office 
had invited the press to an air- 
port welcoming ceremony for 
the newcomers in what was 
widely seen as part of 
Netanyahu's campaign to draw 
votes from the large Russian 
immigrant community in May 
' general elections. 

But the plan fell apart due to 
problems chartering the jet to 
carry the immigrants - who 
according to Israeli press 
.reports had ' been 'gathered 
together ini rush by the JeWisH. 1 
■Agency office 'hi" Moscow-' at ; 


Netanyahu's request. 

Instead Netanyahu embarked 
eight Georgian Jews aboard his 
own plane during a final 
stopover in Thlisl, but only 
after lengthy negotiations with 
the emigrants over the baggage 
and domestic pets they could 
bring with them, Israel Radio 
reported; • . I . 

. The,. nearly '.fiOO.dOO Ithitii-- 
grants. from. the ex-Soviet Union 
‘ make up one pf ; the most pow- 
. erfui Voting biocs iff Israel and 
thejr.support could proy6 Critl- 
'• cal to NetanyahU'sTeelectidn. • 
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SAD NEED FOR 
FORCE IN KOSOVO 


The Guardian 


THE ONLY HONORABLE 
course for Europe and 
Americn is to use military 
force to try to protect the people o 
Richard Holbrooke brings back an agreement which 
meets the key requirement of replacing Serbian troops 
and police in Kosovo with a Nato force, which seems 
very unlikely, that is what we are soon going to have to 
do. 

America is not ready for this, Europe is not ready for 
it, Western military forces are not ready for it. Yet the 
crisis is upon us and we must respond. All that the 
democracies can do is to weigh, as best we can, the con- 
sequences of different approaches. 

Put aside considerations of the credibility of Nato, the 
rationale of our expensively maintained armed forces, 
and even the coherence of our newly proclaimed “ethi- 
cal” foreign policies. 

The question which takes precedence is what will best 
serve the interests of the people of Kosovo and, in a 
more indirect wny, the people of Serbia. 

If we do not act at ail, or if there is a limited bombing 
campaign which still fails to change Milosevic's mind, 
what is likely to be Kosova’s future? 

The Serbs would certainly try to wipe out the Kosovo 
Liberation Army completely. They might well go in for 
large-scale evacuation of villages, so as to control the 
population more effectively, and deny popular support 
to what KLA fighters might remain. There would be dead 
and injured, both military and civilian. 

The leaders of the Kosovo Albanians would either be 
arrested or would flee. Many ordinary people would also 
take flight. The Kosovars who stayed would be living 
under the Serb gun even more than they have been in 
the post. All this might be done quite quickly and the 
casualties would not necessarily be huge. But, even if 
that were the case, the situation would be absolutely 
unstable. Kosovars would never be reconciled to it, nor 
would their kin in Albania or ill the Albanian diaspora in 
Europe and North America. 

Sooner or later the war would resume. Milosevic's 
hold on Serbia, meanwhile, would be strengthened by 
such a victory over the West, putting off to a more dis- 
tant day the moment when a realistic political leader- 
ship appears in Belgrade and making it likely that 
renewed conflict in Kosovo would be protracted. A 
humiliated Europe might even have to bargain with 
Milosevic to get into the province the humanitarian aid 
which, isolated and economically devastated, Kosovo 
would undoubtedly need. 

If we use military force, there is no guarantee that the 
people of Kosovo would be spared suffering. Bombing, 
especially attacks directed specifically against Serb units 
operating in Kosovo, would encourage the KLA to take 
advantage of the altered odds. Reprisals by angry Serbs 
might follow. Bombing might not produce a swift col- 
lapse of Serbian military strength in Kosovo. It could do 
so, but war is inherently uncertain, Even sending in 
ground troops, if the European countries took that hard 
decision, would not necessarily bri ng a swift end to the 
conflict. 

We do not have the overwhelming force on the ground 
to ensure that outcome. So there could conceivably be 
more suffering in the short term than if we choose not 
to act, perhaps accepting some compromise under 
which Milosevic promises restraint and we give up the 
demand that a Nato force police a Kosovo settlement. 

Yet, in the longer term, extracting the Kosovars from a 
Serbian rule which they will never now accept and 
inflicting. on Milosevic a defeat which should shorten his 
political life must reduce the sum of suffering, over 
time, in both Kosovo and Serbia. 

Risky though it is, that is what makes action now the 
better course. 

GUARDIAN EDITORIAL 


UNIONISTS REJECT NEW 
NORTHERN IRELAND TALKS OFFER 


BELFAST (AFP) — The leader of Northern 
Ireland’s Protestant Unionists on Tbesday 
rejected a Republican offer of fresh talks 
on the disarmament of paramilitary forces 
in Northern Ireland. 

. Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams pro- 
posed to Ulster Unionist leader David 
Trimble a set of high-level all-party talks 
with Irish republicans and pro-Britain 
unionists of ail shades. 

The talks would have been chaired by 
General John de Chastelain. head of the 
province's commission on disarmament, 
together with British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair and his Irish counterpart Bertie 


Ahern. 

The plan "was dismissed, except in the 
context of an event (a start to disarma- 
ment), which TVimble has publicly and pri- 
vately been demanding" said Adams. 

For his part, Trimble said: "lr has to he 
realized within the republican movement 
that they have to start the process of mov- 
ing away from paramilitaries." 

He said that all political parties had 
already discussed disarmament, without 
any breakthrough. 

The handover of paramilitary weapons 
from both sides of Northern Ireland's sec- 
tarian divide is the main block preventing 


progress in the peace process. 

The issue has effectively deadlocked^ 
implementation of last April's peaa Z 
which envisaged a new devolved cotfZ 
government for the province involvimt^ 
parties according to electoral strength 
Unionists have refused to form the n» 
government until the Irish Ren rffa. 
Army (IRA) nt least begins disarms, 
while Republicans say the peace deal 
them two years to disarm. * 

London has set a deadline of April 2 
anniversary of last year’s Easter peace deal, 
Tor its implementation, after which h has 
threatened to impose the agreement. 


BRITAIN PUBLISHES PLAN 
TO COMBAT POLICE RACISM 


LONDON (AP) — The British government 
on Thesday unveiled its plan to shake up 
police training and procedures in the wake 
of a bungled investigation into the stab- 
bing death of an 18-year- old black man. 

Home Secretary Jack Straw said he would 
head a steering group to help enact 70 
reforms proposed in a judicial report last 
month that blasted London's Metropolitan 
Police as “institutionally racist” and 
prompted a national debate on race rela- 
tions. 

The report resulted from an inquiry into 
police conduct in the investigation into the 
killing of Stephen Lawrence on a London 


street in April 1993. allegedly by five white 
youths. The youths all deny involvement, 
and none has been successfully prosecuted. 

As part of the plan, all aspects of policing 
will be covered by pending Freedom of 
Information laws, as proposed in the judi- 
cial report. 

The plan also said police will strive to be 
more open witli victims and families, and 
help promote good citizenship in the 
schools. 

Most of the proposals in the judicial 
report will be implemented, although 
Straw said he had reservations about 
some, including prosecution ofpeople who 


use racist language in private residences 
and allowing double jeopardy prosecu- 
tions. 

“We know that we must deliver real prac- 
tical change,” Straw said. "Thefocus oftltis 
plan is mainly about improvements in 
policing, because that was the focus of ilie 
inquiry, but progress on policing must be 
part of a wider context. We have a commit- 
ment to build an anti-racist society.' 

The steering group will include members 
from the Commission for Racial Equality, 
the Black Police Association, ihe 
Metropolitan Police and other police orga 
nizations. 


PRIMAKOV INVITES 
IRELAND'S AHERN 
TO RUSSIA 


SHANNON (R) — Russian Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov on 
Tliesday invited Irish Prime 
Minister Bertie Ahern ro visit 
Moscow in September to sign 
agreements on drugs, crime, 
investment and trade. 

Ahem told reporters follow- 
ing a meeting with Primakov 
that Ireland was very anxious 
to build on its investments in 
Russia linked to airports, man- 
agement training and services. 

“They are very important 
investments for us which we 
hope to continue and expand." 
Ahern told reporters before 
departing for Berlin for the 


European Union summit. 

Ahern is scheduled to meet 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair later in Berlin. 

A previous plan for Ahem to 
visjt Russia last year, raised 
when Primakov visited Ireland 
in May as foreign minister, fell 
through apparently due to 
Russia’s financial crisis and 
President Boris Yeltsin's wors- 
ening health. 

Primakov is flying to 
Washington for talks with U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore and 
Michel Camdessus, managing 
director of tile International 
Monetary Fund. 


MOTHER AND SON 
SETTLE LOTTERY FEUD 

ELIZABETH (AP) — A 111.111 who rcluscd In sluic a S2.I5 million tottm 
award with his iiiuiIkt has given up iie.nlya quarter of the price in* 
settlement his lawyer called a I ms mess decision. 

Phyllis and Michael Kiingchicl embraced after their lawyers worked 
out an agreement Monday. 

Mrs. Klingehiel. who stopped speaking in her son after suing tan in 
1997. wants “rlie chance to mend fences with her son and daughter- 
in-law." said her lawyer, Gary Blaus toin. 

Mrs. Klingehiel said she and her son had a decade-old agreement to 
buy lottery tickets together and share any piizes. Each month, she sent 
him $20, while he also pul in S20, to buy 40 lotreiy tickets. 

When a ticket Klingehiel bought won a New Jersey State Lotlfl) 
drawing on Oct. 2, 1997, he called his mother and 
Klingehiel said he was talking about his wile, Jillnnne. He said be rfif 
not have to share it with his mother. , , 

Mrs. Klingehiel sued the couple in December 1997, seeking®*^ 
winnings, The settlement, reached on the day the trial wasted 
gives Mrs. Klingehiel 22.5 percent oft lie winnings. 

Kllngebiel's atiomey, I lenry Rzeinieniewskl, snid he was tow 
tliar a jury might be sym|xitlieilc to 11 mother In the case m fl 
want to risk losing a greater percentage of the award. 

He made a business decision," Rzeinieniewskl sajd 
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A rescuer curries an elderly women evacualing her from 
the Hooded village of Khulpin in fhe region of Gomel 
Belarus, yesterday. The country is suffering from the ' 
heaviest flooding for 50 years. 
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A Pakistan -made surftKC-fo-surfcKc Shuheen mis'jlt- 
spectators during n military parade on Pakistan- Du >< V 1 ^ 
Pakistan also put on display for Hie first time its . < 

Ghuuri missile. The Shnhccn (Eagle) has o runyee ^ 
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UNPRECEDENTED CRISIS 
ON EU SUMMIT AGENDA 


BRUSSELS (AP) - European leaders meet- 
ha Wednesday and Thursday in Berlin must 
grapple with an unprecedented crisis at rhe 
heart of the EU administration and a bitter 
fispute over how to cover the costs of 
Jlgiiig in new members from Eastern 

Europe- 

■pic summit also will discuss Kosovo ns 
Serbia's offensive in the separatist province 
Bkes most EU nations to the brink of 
Ijunching military action against a fellow 
European state for the Erst time since 
World Wbr II. 

pie 15 EU leaders have to Oil the power 
Ysoium caused by the sudden resignation 
^ week of the entire European 
Commission following a hard-hitting report 
into fraud, nepotism and mismanagement 
it the 20 -member EU executive body. 

German Chancellor Gerhard Sdiroeder, 
ihe summit chairman, is seeking consensus 
on a replacement for Commission President 
Jacques Santer. Former Italian Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi has emerged as the 
favorite, but the EU’s complicated proce- 
dures and possible last-minute challengers 
could delay an appointment. 


"Prodi is a strong candidate," his succes- 
sor as kalian prime minister, Massimo 
D'Alema, said in Rome. “He has a good 
chance, but the decision is not yet made.” 

“I am cautious because a veto from a sin- 
gle nation is sufficient (to block Prodi). In 
the past, events have taken sudden turns.” 
The leaders also have to wrap up a deal 
on a complex package of reforms known as 
“Agenda 2000," designed to overhaul the 
EU's 85 billion euro ($ 92.3 billion) annual 
budget so the Union can afford to admit 
Poland. Hungary and up to 10 poor eastern 
neighbors as new members over the com- 
ing decade. 

Almost two years of negotiations have < 
failed to reconcile deep differences among 
EU nations over how much each of them 
have ro contribute to the EU's common cof- 
fers and how much they get back through 
the farm subsidies and regional aid pro- 
grams that make up over three-quarters of 
EU spending. 

Failure to agree during the two-day 
meeting in Berlin could throw EU ..finances 
into chaos, delay eastward enlargement 
and land another blow on the Union's cred- 


ibility which is already battered by the 
Commission's unseemly departure. 

In his invitation letter to the other lead- 
ers, Schroeder wrote the resignation made 
it “even more urgent to agree on Agenda 
2000 to save the European Union from a 
deeper crisis." 

With Spain insisting EU leaders thrash 
out a budget accord before turning to the 
question of appointing a new Commission, 
Germany says it will call another emergency 
summit soon if the Berlin meeting fails to 
chose a successor to Santer. 

A trio of prime ministers tipped as possi- 
ble candidates, Wim Kok of the 
Netherlands, Antonio Guterres of Portugal 
3 and Denmark’s Pou! Nyrup Rasmussen , say 
domestic commitments rule them out, leav- 
ing Prodi looking in the clear. 

Overshadowing the Berlin gathering is 
the rapidly deteriorating situation in 
Kosovo where last-ditch peace efforts 
Tuesday sought to hold off the threat of 
imminent NATO airstrlkes against Serb 
forces who are battling rebels from the 
province’s Albanian ethnic majority. Eleven 
of the 15 EU nations are also NATO mem- 
bers. 


AZERBAIJAN DETAINS RUSSIAN PINOCHET'S JUDGMENT 
WAR PLANES, POSSIBLY DAY APPROACHES 

HEADED TO YUGOSLAVIA 

WKU (AP) — Azerbaijan has detained a Russian cargo plane carrying 
six MiG jet fighters that may have been heading to Yugoslavia, news 
reports said Tbesday. 

The Russian AN-124 cargo plane arrived in Azerbaijan's capital last 
Thursday for refueling, according to the Tbran news agency. But cus- 
toms agents prevented the plane from leaving alter finding the six jet 
lighters and other military equipment packed onto the gianr cargo 
plane along with 30 pilots and technicians, the report said. 

The crew initially said they were heading to Yugoslavia, a Russian ally 
that is under an International arms embargu. But the crew said later 
that they were going to North Korea, Tliran reported. 

The new has refused to provide information on where their flight 
originated and other details sought by Azeri officials, who suspect the 
crew members are mercenaries, Tbran said. 

In Moscow, the Russian Foreign Ministry said the cargo plane 
belonged to a private Russian company Polyol. The plane was taking 
the MiG fighters, which belong to Kazakstan, to Bratislava, Slovakia, 
said ministry spokesman Vladimir Rakhmanin. 

He also said the plane was detained lor “unknown reasons on tlie 
night orMarch 19-20, not on March 1 8 as the reports in Azerbaijan said. 

But in Bratislava, two spokesmen at Slovakia's Defense Ministry said 
they were not aware of any planned MiG deliveries. 

The Russian Defense Ministry in Moscow said it was not , involvedin 
any way with the aircraft. Asked who might he responsible for the 
plane, a ministry spokesman snid that it might belong to a private com- 
roercial company. The official declined to give Ills name. 
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NEW FINNISH DEPUTIES 
RELATIVELY WEALTHY AND 
WELL-EDUCATED 

. HELSINKI (AFP) — Finnish deputies who were elected of reflected, to 
°fflce are wealthier and more educated titan the average voter, ate dauy 
fWsIngin Sanomat revealed on Tbesday. . . ; 

The typical deputy Is an educated urban resident who owns an apart- 
ment and earns more than 250,000 Finnish marks (42,400 euros, 
*46,600) a year. They are married and have at least two qWldren. i 

• The 200-member assembly elected last Sunday contains mote vVprrten, 
opposed to 67 in the outgoing parliament. -Nine of the Greens 11 
‘kpuiles are women; the highest percentage In thfe legislature. • 

Seven representatives out of 10 hold a univerinty degree, compared 
^ one in 10 in the general population. 

,JW seven of 10 deputies earn at least 250,000 
^percent oF Finns make that much'.' Average salaries Fop the legtsia- 
is 325,000 marks, more than threfi, times tlje national average? !■' 

. "MWiwita. . / .V ;/i - 


Members of the Chile Committee Against Impunity 
plate 3000 trasses in Parliament Squ arc/Tuesday, with 
the names of some of those Chileans who disappeared 
during the rule of General Augusto Pinochet. 
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UV1RA — About 100 civilians were massacred this week in the east 
of the Democratic Republic of die Congo in the latest outbreak of 
inter-ethnic fighting In the volatile region, residents said on Tbesday. 

They said local Mai Mai warriors alleged to have been hired by 
Rwanda's government killed 100 villagers at Magunga on the east- 
ern frontier of the former Zaire, near die shore of Lake Tanganyika, 
early on Monday — Reuters. 


ASUNGON — Paraguay Vice President Luis Maria Argana was assas- 
sinated Tbesday morning in Asuncion, government sources said. 

The sources said four men in uniform gunned down Argana in the 
center of the Paraguayan capital. They also threw a hand grenade at 
the dose confidant of ex-dictator Alfredo Stroessner, but it did not 
explode. 

The vice president was taken to an American hospital in Asuncion 
where he died. 

Television station Cronica showed Argana's body in the back seat 
of his car. Argana's driver was seriously injured and a bodyguard was | 
slightly injured. 

No one has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Television reports said rioting broke out in Asuncion shortly after 
the announcement of Argana's death — Deutsche Prcsse Agentur. 


FREETOWN — Health authorities in the war-scarred capital of Sien a 
Leone have reported a marked increase of tuberculosis, malaria, 
dysentery and hypertension, a health official here told journalists on 
Tuesday. 

Saidu Kamara. director of management at Freetown s main 
Connaught Hospital, said the caseload of patients suffering from one 
or other or the diseases, most notably tuberculosis, increases every 

day. . _ , 

There arc meanwhile far fewer patients being treated for the 
amputations crudely inflicted by Tebels who invaded the city in | 
January and who were chased out later the same month. 

During their retreat, rebels resorted to their familiar war tactic of 
cutting off limbs of civilians and setting fire to people's homes. 

Hie death toll from fighting in the capital is estimated at 6,350. 
health authorities say — Agence France Prcsse. 


ADDIS ABABA — Foreign ministers at an Organization of African 
Unity (OAUj meeting here on Monday condemned Angola's UNITA 
rebel movement and its leader Jonas Saviinbt. OAU spokesman 
Ibrahim Dagasli said. . 

The 36-strong council of ministers called for the isolation of 
Savimbi and the application of sanctions against his National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) contained in UN 
Security Council resolutions. 

UNITA is blamed for the resumption of Angola's dvil war, which 
flared up on independence in 1975 and is cuircnrly being fought on 
several fronts across the southern African country —Agence France 
Prcsse. 


LONDON (AP) — After waiting 
nearly seven weeks, former 
Chilean dictator Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet will leant today 
whether his lawyers have suc- 
cessfully Fought efforts to extra- 
dite him to Spain to, free charges , 
of gross human rights abuses. 

A seven-judge tribunal- in the 
House of Lords, Britain's highest; . 
court, will deliver its riding after 
deliberating since Feb. 4. j 

If the judges dedde in 
. Pinochet's fevor, his lawyers wi|l 
■immediately 'apply for. a lifting' of 
his bail restrictions; so . the 83- 


is not entitled to immunity from 
prosecution as a former foreign 
head of state, it will kick off an 
extradition battle that could last 
years. 

, A regular visitof > to Britain, 
Pinochet was arrested Oct. 16 on 
a Spanish warrant alleging crimes 
against humanity committed by 
his security forces during his 
1973-1990 rale. : 

, A Chilean government report 
says 3,197 people ■ were mur- 
dered or disappeared . after 
: pirtbehet busted ? . . President 
Salvador, Allende. ‘an elected 
Mamist/.- in- a‘ .mllitaiy coup. 
Spaniards were : among those 
' killed.: 


BUDAPEST — The llirkish company Begendlik plans to buy a Former 
Soviet air base In Debrecen, eastern Hungary, for 63 million euros 
($6.9 million), the 'city's mayor told Hungary’s MT1 agency Tbesday. 
The company plans to turn, the site Into a commercial aliport and 

shopping centre. , ' ... 

Mayor Lajos Kosa said the city hoped regular flights would con- 
nect Debrecen, 226 kilometers -from, ihe Hungarian capital, and 
Vienna, and that charter flights would begin to foreign tourist desti- 
nations. •' V . , 

Begendlik has until. September 30 to pay for the airport, at wiklt 
point it can begin renovating buildlngs and add a. shopping center,- 

Kosa said. : . . J 

The contract also' calls Tor the Tinklsh company to, dear the site of 
waste left behind by the .'Soviet forties' when , tlwy withdrew nine 
ypars ago — Agence ;France Prcsse, , 
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A French business delegation, headed by Thierry de Beauce. con- 
ducted a review of Iordan’s development needs, in cooperation 
with various ministries. 

France signed an agreement worth S 40 million to improve the 
water systems For greater Amman two weeks ago in addition to 
that in the Al Daisi project signed before. As well as development 
projects, the delegation was anxious to get first hand knowledge 
of Jordan markets and rhe kind of products needed here. 

“In our evaluation, we wish to see how the water situation has 
affected agriculture and if. we can help to ensure that present 
resources are being used efficiently” said de Beauce' at a press 
conference yesterday. Tourism is another sector where he 
believed France can help in a practical way by direct investment m 
ongoing projects such as at Hammamat Ma'in. 

“Thirty large French companies are already established in 
Jordan and we are seeking ways to expand this bilateral co-oper- 
ation." De Beauce added *'we are looking forward to raising the 
quality of Jordanian products and to facilitate further foreign 
investment in Jordan." . 

Jordan's debts to France ore around S 800 million. We shall see 
what can be done about this situation." said de Beauce. “We need 
to know each orher' better and this delegation aims to gam an 
understanding of your needs and our possible contribution 
towards satisfying these needs by our cooperation on the ground 
and in practical terms." — The Arab Daily. 


GAZA CITY — the main cargo terminal linking the Gaza Strip and 
Israel was paralyzed Tuesday as Palestinians protested an attempt 
by Israeli authorities to triple levies charged for each truck using 

the crossing. . , . % 

A long line of trucks, some carrying tresh produce, stacked up 
on the Gaza side or the Kami crossing Tuesday after Israeli officials 
shut the terminal in response to The Palestinians' refusal to pay 
the higher fees, Palestinian officials said. 

"The Israeli side closed the checkpoint ycsteiday because 
Palestinian merchants were refusing to pay new fees imposed by 
rhe Israeli airports and ports authority which is now responsible 
for the crossing" Salim Abu Safieh. the Palestinian official in 
charge of security at checkpoints, told AFP. 

I "The Israeli side has demanded that the fees payable by 
Palestinian merchants on each truck be tripled from 200 shekels 
(50 dollars) to 600 shekels (150 dollars) which we completely 

reject,” Abu Safieh said. ... 

"This is a unilateral step and we will continue to reject this 
blackmail even if the crossing Is closed for a long time. Abu 

Safieh thundered. . . . . _ 

The dispute flared after the Kami crossing was modernized ate 

last year in an internationally Financed project in the framework ol 

Israeli-Palestinlan peace accords. 

Sophisticated scanning equipment from Germany was installed 
at the crossing so entire truckloads of cargo could be checked at 

Previously the cargo had to be unloaded from Palestinian 
trucks .checked by Israeli troops and then put back into vehicles 
for delivery in Israel, a process which routinely took several hours. 

In addition, Israel shifted responsibility for managing the check- 
point lust month from the army to the civilian Israeli Ports and 
[Airports Authority — Agence France Presse. 
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ROME — Italian Treasury Minister Carlo Azeglio Ciampi admitted 
Monday that he was worried by the low economic growth regis- 
tered last year and said he thought 1999 was shaping up even 

W orse. ■ ■ / 

"! can*t hide my concern over the low growth rate In 1998, nor 
over that forecast revised downwards for 1999," Ciampi told the 
budget and labor commissions In parliament " • ■ • > OQO 

Italy recorded 1.4 percent growth lastyepr. Its forecast far 1J99 
has been slashed from" *5 percent of gross domeStic product 

(GDP) to just 1 .5 percent,'.; :!•. f ^ ' : v . 

That means also that its public deficit was .likely to ba loon 
to 2.4: percent of GD^.fristead of the 2.0 percent originally 
aimed for-^ Agence France: Presse. / ; T ; : - ^ 
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BONN (AFP) — French 
Economy and Finance Minister 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn is 
cautiously optimistic that a 
consensus can be reached on 
complex EU financing issues at 
a summit meeting in Berlin 
Wednesday and Thursday 
despite lingering disagree- 
ments. 

"A compromise is not a step 
Forward for everybody,” 
Strauss-Kahn said on 
Deutschlandfunk radio late 
Monday, referring to the 
Agenda 2000 reform package 
which is to be agreed on by EU 
leaders. 

"I hope that it (the compro- 
mise) will be tabled at the 
summit so that a solution to 
the complex Agenda 2000 
problems can be found" in 
spite of disagreements among 
EU countries, he added. 

Strauss-Kahn said in another 
Interview with the daily news- 
paper Maerkische Allgemeine 
Zeitung, published Tuesday, 
that "the chances for success 
are not bad" but a failure at 
the Berlin summit would “not 
be a tragedy." 

“It is true we do not agree. 
There are still disagreements, 
which is perfectly normal.” 

Strauss-Kahn spoke after 
French President Jacques 
Chirac slammed proposals for 


reform of the European 
Union's Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP), saying they were 
insufficient. 

EU agriculture minister 
readied an outline CAP accord 
earlier this month after more 


than three weeks of intense 
negotiations over the future of 
the program of farm subsidies 
that account for nearly half EU 
spending. 

Chirac has said the deal 
does not amount to a “coin- 



Succom brings happiness to Schroeder 


promise but a proposal that 
France has naturally rejected 
because it is insufficient.” 

Strauss-Kahn said a German 
"co-financing” scheme under 
.which part of the CAP budget 
would have been paid from 
national rather than EU coffers 
"would jeopardize one of the 
foundations of the European 
Union.” 

Bonn had viewed the pro- 
posal as a key element in 
securing a significant reduc- 
tion in its 11-billion-euro (12- 
billlon-dollar) net contribution 
to the EU budget. 

France agrees that "there 
should be a maximum limit for 
expenses, which would also be 
in Germany’s interest.” he 
said. 

Germany had for weeks 
infuriated France by refusing 
to drop the “co-financing" 
proposals but later caved in to 
French pressure to ensure the 
overall Agenda 2000 reform 
deal can be reached in Berlin. 

Even a relatively small 
degree of co-financing would 
add billions to public spend- 
ing in France, the EU's biggest 
agriculture producer. 

Acceptance of Agenda 2000 
is to open the path for EU 
memberships of central and 
eastern European countries 
and Cyprus. 


UN COUNTS NINE 
BILLION SOULS 
BY 2050 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The world's population, expected to readi ■ 
billion in October, will be nearly nine billion by the year 2050 arm* 
ing to the latest U.N. estimate on Monday. ‘ W 

‘Fifty years from now, the U.N. IHtpulation Division projects a nm,+ 
larger world population than exists today. We are anticipating awS 
close to nine billion inhabitants.' the division's director, Joseph Chanfe 
told the U.N. Commission on IVipuIntion and Development. 

T hope we are wrong,’ he added. T hope that tills projection for the 
world’s population turns out to he lar too high.' 

But he said a U.N. projection for the year 2000 calculated 40 yen 
ago was remarkably accurate in predicting a figure of slightly more 
than six billion, even though in the aftermath ofWortd War Two, when 
the world population was slightly above two billion, few believed it 
would nearly triple by the end of the century. 

Chamie said the population increase of some three billion by the 
year 2050 was expected to take place in less developed regions. 

While die population of the more developed regions was preceded 
to remain essentially unchanged at 1.2 billion, that in the less devel- 
oped regions was expected to grow from 4.8 billion nowto7,8bfa 
by die year 2050. 

He said India alone would grow by 50 percent in the new fht 
decades, from one billion to 1.53 billion, and would be the digest 
country in die world. 

Nigeria and Pakistan would both grow even more rapidly, by rough- 
ly 1 20 percent — from 1 56 million to 345 million for faldstan and from 
1 12 million to 244 million for Nigeria. 

China now has the world’s biggest population. Chamie gave no fig- 
ure but it is generally estimated at some 1.2 billion. 

But he said China's ferrility rate, which in 1950 was among the 
world's highest with approximately 6.2 children per couple, was now 
well below replacement level, at 1 .8 children per couple. 

Chamie gave no reason fur this but Beijing enforces a stria 'one 
child per family' birth control policy. 

He said that between now and 2050, the populations of 30 coun- 
tries were projected to decline. They include Germany, from 82 million 
to 73 million; Japan, from 126 million to 105 million; and Russia, from 
147 million to 12 1 million 


US-RUSSIAN PARTNERSHIP 
FORMED IN FARM 
EQUIPMENT 


CHICAGO (R) — Case Corp, the world's second largest farm 
equipment maker, said Monday it agreed to form a partnership 
with Russia to help develop that country's farm sector, setting 
the stage to be a player in a potentially big market. 

The partnership, to supply and manufacture farm equipment 
and provide supporting services, maj-ks a return to Russia for 
the Racine, Wis. company, which has not sold any equipment 
in that country since the first half or 1998. 

Case 'was unable to complete the sale of 500 combines to 
Russia last year when financing fell apart. But it said Monday 
that if financing becomes available again, the Russian market 
for combines and tractors could be thousands of units a year. 

The company said it plans to become a major player in that 
market, which has been dominated by Russian manufacturers. 

'We consider this to be If not the biggest emerging market, 
then one of the big three,' Case spokesman Bill Masterson 
said. 

One of the key objectives of the partnership, struck over the 
weekend between Case and the Russian Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food, is to create an entrepreneurial-style agricultural sec- 
tor in Russia that can be sustained In the future and serve as a 
catalyst for additional investment. 

‘We look forward to assisting Russia with the development 
of a highly efficient, self-funding agricultural sector that 
assures a continuous supply of equipment and expertise to 
Russian farmers,' Steven Lamb, Case president and chief oper- 
ating officer, said in the statement. 

Under the agreement. Case could form join ventures to 
make combines, tractors and farm implements locally in 
Russia, and could provide services for the Russian agricultural 
sector. 

The company has not decided whether it will build new 
plants or use Russian plants that already exists, he said. 


BRAZIL'S PETROBRAS NAMES 


NEW PRESIDENT 


s' 



Cardoso nominates 

SAO PAULO (R) — Brazil's gov- 
ernment on Monday named 
French-born economist Henri 
Philippe Reichstul as the next 
president of the Petrobras 
state oil company as part of 
efforts to prepare the 46-year- 
old monopoly for competition. 

'I can confirm that Dr. Henri 
Philippe Reichstul will be the 
new president of Petrobras,' 
presidential . spokesman 
Georges Lamaziere told 
reporters at a daily briefing. 

Lamaziere did not give 
Brazil President Fernando 
Henrlque Cardoso's reason for 
choosing Reichstul. The 49- 


year-old economist who is cur- 
rently vice-president of the 
small Brazilian investment 
bank Banco Interamerican 
Express served as a Planning 
Ministry official in 1987-1998. 

Brazil has stepped up efforts 
to modernize Petrobras, the 
world's 14th largest oil com- 
pany and break its strangle- 
hold on Brazil's oil industry In 
what most analysts expect will 
.end in the privatization of 
Petrobras. 

'The choice of Reichstul rep- 
resents the start of a new era,' 
Globo News said shortly after 
the announcement. 'Instead of 
a political choice, he is from a 
business background.' 

A handful of government 
officials and business leaders 
who have been key to Brazil's 
ambitious privatization pro- 
gram will sit on the giant oil 
company's board of directors, 
Lamaziere said. 

‘I can also confirm the 
names of Dr. Pedro Parente, Dr. 
(Jose) Pio Borges, General 
Zenildo Lucena, Dr. Maria 
Silvia Bastos Marques, will 
effectively be members of the 


new board,' Lamaziere said. 

Pio Borges is president of 
the National Dcvelopmcnr 
Bank (BNDES), which oversees 
Brazil’s huge privatization pro- 
gram, and Pedro Parente is 
executive secretary at lire 
Finance Ministry. 

Bastos Marques is n director 
of Cia Slderurgicn Nucional 
which has gone from a being a 
money-losing state-controlled 
steel operation, to one of lire 
country's most profitable and 
successful privntc ventures. 

Brazil's oil industry had 
been on tenterhooks since 
March 5 when Joel Reuno 
resigned as Petrobras presi- 
dent after six years at the 
helm of Brazil's biggest com- 
pany by assets. 

His exit is part of a greater 
strategy to bring the former 
oil sector monopoly under 
tighter control as the sector 
opens to foreign competition 
and the government prepares 
to sell a big chunk of the com- 
pany. 

Prior to the 1997 opening to 
foreign oil interests, Brazil's 
government often neglected 


the state monolith. 

But with overseas Investors 
keen to exploit Brazil's oil anil 
gas reserves, the government 
was forced to sit up straight 
and carefully . c l wWI 
Petrobras' new president. 

Brazil's government is seek- 
ing shareholder, approval w 
modernize the company s 
charter In order ro sell o 
parts of the company. Tte 
changes would allow foresgo- 
ers to buy Petrobras shares 

and would lift restrictions on 

Brazilians owning more am 

0.1 percent of these shares. 

Petrobras shareholders will 
also have to approve a cMPS* 

in the company’?. ch?itej^ 

allow Reichstul to take,!^ 

leadership. Though.-. , 
been naturalize* 3 

citizen, Rdlchstul wasi rtP 

France, a detal 1 ;^^^ 

today's, charter W° u ! d, P*S. 

him from assuming tl|?.$: 
dency of Petrobras., ; . jr ’ ; 

' Reichstul, hplds : a, 
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KOREA EXPERIENCES WORST 
YEAR ON RECORD 


SEOUL(AFP) — South Korea's crisis- 
nvaged economy shrank 5.8 per- 
ont last year, posting its biggest 
611 in 45 years, but the recession is 
^ and renewed growth is finally 
insight, officials said Hiesday. 
the dramatic contraction in the 
l(i ] gross domestic product (GDP) 
contrasted with five percent growth 
in 1997, and reflected buckling 
Vestment and consumption as 
vdl as sluggish exports. 

Urn shrinkage was drastic but 
win line with expectations given 
the devastating Impact of Asia’s 
financial and economic crisis on 
ft country last year" said busi- 
es consultant Hank Morris of IRC 
lid. 

I The figure, the worst since Seoul 
tegan keeping records at the end of 
ibe Korean War in 1953, followed 
)hts of growth of around eight 
percent as South Korea enjoyed the 
fndis of the economic miracle of 
in 1960s and 70s. 

Gut a preliminary report from the 
central Bank of Korea signaled the 
Kojwmy had bottomed out in the 
list three months of last year. 

GDP fell 5.3 percent year- on-year 
in the fourth quarter after a 7. 1 per- 
mit slide In the third quarter, with 
i contraction in domestic consump- 
tion, seen as the key to renewed 
growth, slowing and helping stem 
ik Tall in GDP. 

Per capita gross national product 
Ml a whopping 33.8 percent to 
; MB dollars in 1998 from 10,307 
dollars in 1997 as South Korea tum- 
Mcd from its place as the world's 


1 1th biggest economy. 

However, the Bank of Korea pre- 
dicted ambitious three percent 
growth this year, starting with 
renewed "positive growth" in the 
first quarter, spurred by production 
and export gains. 

The central bank’s director Lee 
Sung-Tbe cautioned that 1998 GDP 
estimates were expected to be 
revised soon, but added that the 
change was unlikely to alter the 
1999 growth forecast. 

"First quarter GDP data will be 
announced in May. but the figure is 
most likely to be positive," he said, 
adding that the base calculation for 
the figures had been switched from 
1990 to 1995. 

Exports and import trends are 
being maintained in line with the 
central bank expectations, with 


exports showing no sharp fall in 
March and imports steady to higher, 
he said. 

Lee added that inflation in the 
first half of the year was expected 
to range between zero and one per- 
cent, compared with 7.5 percent for 
all of 1998. 

But analysts, while agreeing the 
economy had bottomed out in the 
last three months of 1998. said the 
bank's 1999 growth predictions 
were over-optimistic. 

"1 think these forecasts are over- 
shooting the mark given the areas 
of domestic consumption and 
exports, where 1 haven't noticed a 
dramatic Improvement yet," Morris 
said. 

Total consumption expenditure 
was down 8.2 percent in 1998 after 
a 3.2 percent rise a year earlier. In 
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plenty money but whnl-i it worth? 


INDONESIA 
AUTO SALES 
REMAIN SLOW 

JAKARTA — Automotive sales in Indonesia this year art 
ttpected to remain sluggish with demand declining com 
Nred to 1998 due to the economy and political uncertain 
ties, news reports said 'ftiesday. 

Ate Jakarta Post quoted Herman Latief, head of one o 
Indonesia's car assemblers, as estimating car sales ir 
Indonesia this year would reach only up to 50,000 units > 
^ from 58,000 cars sold In 1998 and 400,000 in 1997. . 
"The country's economic crisis anti political Instability 
the main contributors to the farther fall in vehlch 
Latief, president of PT Krama Yudha Tlga Berllai . 
Motors, said. 

We should admit to the fact that the automotive marke . 
“’Indonesia is the worst in the region," he;- said, adding 
tot car markets in other, countries of the Association o 
Southeast' Asian Nations (ASEAN) are improving fllpng witi « 
Gnomic recovery. 1 ; ••• ' .• 

® u t Latief said he was bptlmistic'abaut thf long teriT ! 
Prospects for the automotive market in the cquntry^cltipfi 
Indonesia's vast territory .and large- ppfrufetlpn j 
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the fourth quarter, the figure was 
down 5.8 percent after a 8.9 per- 
cent fall in the third. 

LG Economic Research Institute 
analyst Lee Keun-Tae said the recov- 
ery would be much slower com- 
pared to previous economic cycles. 

“It Is certain that GDP will post 
positive growth in the first quarter. 

1 see about a three to four percent 
growth in the first quarter." 

But he said strong growth in the 
first three months would not neces- 
sarily mean the economy was pick- 
ing up at a fast pace, as it did not 
reflect susbstantial gains in con- 
sumption or in investment. 

“it will be largely because of the 
extremely low base a year earlier," 
lie said. 

He and other experts warned that 
domestic private consumption was 
unlikely to rise sharply higher given 
the still-weak purchasing power 
amid rising unemployment, while 
exports remained sluggish. 

The central bank said manufacturing 
output contracted 7.2 percent in 1998, 
compared with a 6.6 percent rise a 
year earlier, with fourth quarter 
output down 4.7 percent after a fall 
of 9.1 percent in the third. 

The construction industry con 
traded 9.0 percent in 1998, after 
1.4 percent growth a year earlier. 
That figure was down 13.3 percent 
in the last three months of the year 
after a 10.1 percent fall in the third 
quarter. 
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NEW YORK (R)— A test well 
on a Conpco-operated 
exploration block in the 
Gulf of Paria West offshore 
Venezuela found potentially 
significant accumulations of 
oil, the company said 
Monday in a statement, 

The well, drilled by a con- 
sortium oFU.S. DuPont sub- 
sidiary. Cdnoco, Italy's AGIP 
..and' Taiwanese China's 
Overseas ' Petroleum, and 
Investment Corp.- is the first 
private sector discovery of , 
oil M gas. since foreign oil ..' 
company '. assets; Were., 
nationalized In 1976. : . 

. The Well; flowed .oil St , 
about, 4,200 barrels of ol! ' 
(him. one zone. Conoco .said . 
-U TiaV begUn drilling.a sec- ^ 
bndwell lita' separate stwd* 
’tore on the block. , -. 

\ ThetCulf of Ma results- 
. are 1 encouraging .and rfeveal * 


- \ 




Gulf bonanza? 

the potential for an impor- 
tant discovery, but it is still ■ 
Very early in the appraisal 
process and in determining . 
the real value of the discov- 
ery. We have a lot more 
work to do before we can 
declare It a commercial suc- 
cess In the current environ- , 

■ ment,' 7 . said' Conoco 
Executive Vice ' President 
Rob McKee. , 

' Conoco Venezuela .has :,a . 
50-percent Interest In the 

GulfofParlaWestBtoCk.lt is 

thV operator on behalf of 


itself; AGIP Venezuela BV, a 
subsidiary of the Italian oil 
and natural gas company 
ENI, which holds a 40-per 
cent interest; and Overseas 
Petroleum and Investment 
Corporation (OPIC), a sub 
sidiary of the Taiwanese 
China Petroleum Company 
(CPC), which holds a 10-per- 
cent interest. 

Gulf of Paria West was a 
hotly contested block In the 
.1995 'Aperatura* of opening 
of exploration blocks to for- 
eign companies., Conoco 
originally was awarded 
rights to JOO-percentof.the; 
block, paying a $21 million/ 
bonus on top of a SO per- 
cent profit split, with the 
Venezuelan state. ; ’ ■! 

Conoco entered into ' a 
farm-uV agreement with the 
existing interest holders oH 
June 4, 1998; . ". V ' 
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cords, like lower backs and pocket books, occasionally feel the 
strains of parenthood. But a new study indicates that your tireless 
talking can make a difference in your child's intelligence, a difference 
that can be measured in IQ levels, it seems that ordinary talk pow- 
ers brain development like little else. That was the finding of a com- 
prehensive, in-home study by the department of human develop- 
ment at the University of Kansas. 

For I hour every month for 2 1/2 years, researchers tape-recorded every verbal 
interaction with a designated child (average age 9 months at the start) in 42 dif- 
ferent homes. The families were selected to represent a broad social and eco- 
nomic range. Participants were instructed to go about their days as usual so the 
researchers could observe unstructured, naturally occurring interactions. 

When the kids’ IQs were measured in standard Intelligence tests at age 3 and’ 
again at nge 9, it was no surprise to researchers that the children of parents who 
provided more time, attention and a greater variety of words tested as the bright- 
est and remained there. But they were stunned at the magnitude of the link 
between “total talk time” and the children’s intelligence and that it even out- 
weighed factors like the parents’ education, employment or social status. 

it wasn't simply the style of speech, the cleverness or the vocabulary you could 
expect to find with highly educated parents. It was the absolute amount of talk- 
ing that translated to greater scores. The kids testing ar the highest level were 
being spoken to Four times more an hour than those scoring lowest. 

Before you put your child In the playpen and switch on talk radio; It pays to 
think about what else is going on when parents speak. So much good stuff, like 
affection and teaching, is embedded in those hours of talking. By talking more, 
you're Increasing rhe odds that children are getting that stuff. 

Another significant finding, demonstrating a negative effect on intelligence, 
wps the connection between the number of times parents used prohibitive talk, 
all the nos, don'ts , stops, quits and heys, and the total quantity of talking. Even 
though the same amount of prohibitions were given by all the parents, when the 
total amount of talking increased, positive reinforcement such as “you're good, 
you’re smart, you're right, keep hying” also increased. 1 


PIANO LESSONS AND iMPUTER PROGRAM 






LOS ANGELES (AP) — - Music lessons coupled 
with a special computer program significantly 
increased the math skills of children at an 
inner city elementary school, according to a 
study. 

Learning piano and how to read music 
helped the children to recognize rhythmic val- 
ues, note values, such as an eighth note being 
half of a quarter note, and identify letter 
names - E, G, B, D, F - from a note’s scale 
placement, the researchers said. 

The computer program included spatial 
exercises such as assembling pieces of a puz- 
zle and arranging geometric pieces in particu- 
lar orders, according to the report in 
Monday's edition of Neurological Research. 
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, fids love listening to music and experts say it might even 
/ help their cognitive development. Now there's evidence 
■■ v that it may make little ones healthier as well. 

According to music therapists, certain tones, 
rhythms and vibrations can fiefp treat var 
ions medical and behavioral prob 
lems. For instance: 

Sweet Lullabies 
Premature babies, whose 
much-needed energy is 
often drained by stress, 
seem to thrive when 
relaxing music is played. 

In a study from Utah 
Bally Regional Medical 
Center, in Provo, two 20- 
minute doses of vocal 
lullaby tapes each day 
slowed preemies' 
heart ' rates 
increased the amounts of 
formula and oxygen they 
took in. 

Any song with a soothing 
melody and steady rhythm con also 
calm a colicky or teething baby, says 
Rosalie Pratt, r music professor at 
Brigham Young University who 
oversaw the preemie 
research 
Instrumental music 
is soothing, but a 
human voice will 
make babies feel 
more secure. “A 
parent’s voice is 
best," says Pratt, 

“even If you can't 
carry a tune or If 
you make up the 
lyricsr" 

Classical 
Treatment • . 

; Brigham Young 


“The learning of music emphasizes thinking 
in space and time," the report said. “When 
children learn rhythm, they are learning 
ratios, fractions and proportions. With the 
keyboard, students have a clear visual repre- 
sentation of auditory space." 

The four-month project was led by 
University of California. Irvine, professor 
Cordon Shaw, whose previous studies have 
linked music with above-average skills in spa- 
tial concepts found in mathematics, architec- 
ture and engineering. 

At the 95th Street school, which ranks 48th 
on the list of Los Angeles' 100 poorest-per- 
forming institutions, 136 second-graders were 
divided into several groups, some receiving 


piano and nonverbal co 
others receiving a ma 
English-language maflii 
The students' testrw 
a >997 pilot study io 
graders in below-avaq 
County, near Los 
computer program a 
teaching. i 

The Los Angeles studu 
higher than their Orange 
in their ability to im 
ratios and fractions 

introduced «nta stall pi 
"That 27 percent 
months." Shaw said 


11 percent 
[parts 
I analyze 
sally not 


training would continue to boost that. Kids 
who could play more sophisticated music 
would increase their enhancement in math 
skills." 

But a Dartmouth College professor who has 
studied possible learning benefits from music 
said he needed to see details of the study 
before he would agree with the researchers' 
conclusions. 

“You have to be careful that the test sub- 
jects do not know what the experiment is 
designed to show.” said Jamshed Bharucha. a 
psychology professor and associate dean at 
Dartmouth. "A teacher's high expectation of 
students can lead to those students realizing a 
higher expectation of themselves." 


And the improved math scores may be relat- 
ed to enhanced self-esteem from the students' 
music learning, cautioned another psychology 
professor specializing In learning factors, 
Robert A. Bjork of UCLA. 

"Students who choose to take piano and 
music lessons are going to be different than 
those who do not wish to do so. These stu- 
dents are probably going to be highly moti- 
vated," Bjork said. "Thus, the piano training 
might identify students who are more moti- 
vated and organized." 







researchers found that when a group of kids wittiatwwi 
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), ages 7 to 17. listened* 
three 40-niimitc recordings of classical music a week, thd 
brain waves moved to higher levels that allowed dual 
focus more on tasks while they listened. AndTU 
cent of the kids continued to show improi 
nient from regular music sessions 


months later. 


SN1LLE (UP1) — The Tennessee Cable Telecommunications Association (TCTA) is joining cable systems and 
Ufa urging teachers and parents to recognize National Critical Viewing Day on March 23 by reaffirming a 
-.nkment to help children understand the impact of TV viewing. 

towiul Critical Viewing Day is a day set aside by the cable industry each year in partnership with national 
IVxal PTA leaders to stress the importance of leaching children how to manage the amount of television they 
^and to help them make good and critical viewing decisions. 

The Tennessee cable industry shares America's concerns about television violence and its effect on children, 
•Stacey Burks, Executive Director of the Tennessee Cable Telecommunications Association. "That s why the 
Mistaking a leadership role in addressing television violence, promoting critical viewing and providing 
Stools to parents to help them better monitor the television viewing of their families. 
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W programs are created to achieve specific results. Just like building a house, a TV program is constructed 
^ certain messages. Help children understand that TV shows are pretend not real. 

^ple interpret what they see on TV in different vfays. Depending on age, gender and life experiences, chil- 
f,wil1 get a wide variety or messages from a TV program. Watch TV with them and discuss the important 
^.wch aj how conflicts are resolved or how people are stereotyped. 

W violence takes many forms. Violence may be portrayed as realistic, funny or even thrilling. Discuss with 
^ what is real and not real, funny-and not funny, harmful and not harmful In cartoons and In other pro- 


1 « underlying economic purpose. Most TV is supported by paid advertising. Explain to children that 
want TV viewers to buy their products. Ask children to think about why certain commercials often 
£ certain programs, for example, toy ads during cartoons. Also discuss how the commercials mpke 
| * '°ok great, perhaps even better than they niight he in real life. . , ( 

H** ^ents 90 percent of the cable operators, who serve, more than one million customers through* 
nklB.inafMfci~.V- . the cable induftty is ngwoffer- 




wiuvative 


ln addition to quality educational and entertainment prpgramming, the cable Industry 15 now offer- 

*** «*. Products to sphobjs, fam|ll ? s:and, ^ 

44 Wel1 « digital television; > ; v ■ V • © -• /i ? V© ; 


IS ADHD TO BLAME? 

Is your child simply impulsive, or is it something more serious? Conditions like attention- 
defirit/liyperactivity disorder (ADHD) are often misdiagnosed, says Cheryl Olson, Pli.D., associate pro- 
fessor of psyclwlogy at the University of Michigan. Consult an expert if your child is at least 5 years 
old and shows some of the following diaracteristics most of the time: 

Impulsiveness in many different situations, such as playing with friends, eating at y 
restaurants and performing routine tasks. t 

Inattention: trouble focusing on the matter at hand, interrupting constantly and jf aim fa 

an inability to listen to directions or to participate in conversations for any length ^ A JB * 

of time. 

Overactivity, an abundance of disorganized, noncoherent energy (that Isn't • ^ 

channeled into a favorite sport or activity): • . /r Vf 

CAR SEAT ALERT 

A whopping 80 percent of children are impropeily restrained in safety seats, reports the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) anti many injuries and deaths caused by car crashes 
could be prevented if safety seats were used correctly. Here are five deadly mistakes parents make 
when putting their children In car seats: 

]. Installing a car scat too loosely: The safety seat should be fastened snugly against the vehicle's 
seat bade. To secure a rear-fed ng infant seat, lean into the back of the seat with your arm or forearm 
while fastening the seat belt: with a forward-facing seat, push down into the seat with your knee. 
Once it's fastened, if the sfeat moves an inch or more forward or to the side, then it's too loose. Check 
tliat the seat is secure each time you use it. For specific advice on how to use the seat correctly, care- 
fully review the directions that come with the device and your vehicle's seat belt information in the 
owner's manual. Cars built before 1996 may require a locking clip (which positions the seat belt and 
keeps the seat snugly in position) 

2. Using the harnesses incorrectly: Make sure the seat’s harness straps are threaded through the 
proper slots. When the seat is rear-facing, thread the straps at or below your child's shoulder level. 
When forward-facing, the harness should be threaded through the top slots in most seats. (Be sure to 
read the instmetions for lire particulars or your seat.) Harness straps must fit snugly without pinching 
the child's skin: you shouldn't be able to slide more than one finger between the strap and your child. 

3. Putting retainer dips in tile wrong place: Seats with a retainer dip attached to the harness strap 
need to be fastened at the child’s amipit level in order to keep the straps Irani slipping off your child's 
shoulder. 

4. Pladng a baby in a forward-faring seat too soon: Leave your infant in a rear-facing seat until she's 
1 year old and weighs at least 20 pounds. If your child reaches this weight limit well before her first 
birthday, switch to a convertible seat that holds up to 30 pounds in the rear-facing position. 

5. Not keeping a child in a booster sear long enough: Use a booster seat until your child can sit 
against the car’s seat back with his knees bent at the seat’s edge. The shoulder belt should fit with no 
slack, and without cutting across the face or neck. The lap belt should fit snugly across the top of his 
thighs. Never put a shoulder belt under your child's ami or behind his back. 
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Deer DeZukariom 
Is it fma that gaffing mad 
and angry b good far as 
phyricaly and mentally? 
Just wondering. 

Dear Just Wondering: 

Absolutely Tliere are times in 
everyone's life when enough is 
enough. Research indicates that 
getting steam out oF your system 
once in a while is a good way to 
help keep your system in good 
health. Anger can afFect us 
adversely both physically and 
mentally. If we think of anger as a 
form of energy, which if 
repressed, must come out some- 
where, we must recognise that it 
can harm almost any part of our 
body or influence our emotions 
and eventually our minds if a suf- 
ficient amount is accumulated. 

Tlie energy for -anger comes 
from one of two nervous systems 
which regulate the functioning of 
thie human body. The parasympa- 
thetic nervous system maintains 
everyday activities such as diges- 
tion. The sympathetic nervous 
system is the emergency system 
which mobilizes body forces 
needed to meet a particular crisis. 
One theory proposes that rite 
sympathetic system governs the 
fight for flight response of die 
body which enables us to either 
stand up to the stress and fight it 
or to retreat 

If we are angry, our body pie- 
panes for action, and a number of 
changes take place inside us. 
More blood, containing needed 
nourishment, is circulated by 
increasing blood pressure and 
making die heart beat faster. 
More adrenaline is secreted to 
defend and mobilize needed 
activities. If there is no discharge 
of this build-up, as is usually the 
case, we remain in a chronic state 
with heart beating rapidly and 
chemical changes In the blood 
and eventually this condition can 
harm us physically. 

Research also suggests that 
repressed anger is capable of 
causing gastrointestinal, respira- 
tory circulatory and skin disor- 
ders. Some scientists even believe 
that the emotion mqy be linked to 
die development and progression 
of cancer. 

It is not enough merely 
expressing your anger, there has 
to be a genuine resolution of con- 
flict or else die tension continues 
to operate. This lias to be on a 
professional level with the aid of a 
psychiatrisL . . 
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B elieve it or not, geography can affect your physical abil- 
ity to gain or lose weight. Statistically, people who live 
in cold climates tend to weigh more than people in 
warmer locations. There are several fundamental reasons for 
this. 

First, although many popular winter sports such as skiing 
and snowboarding are terrific Tat burners, we rarely engage in 
these sports on an ongoing or daily basis the way we do 
warm-weather sports such as jogging, cycling, or swimming. 
And aside from that, people with snow-filled winters tend to 
spend most of their days indoors at sedentary occupations. 
Meanwhile, people in warmer climates spend a significant 
portion of each day outside performing activities that, even if 
they do not Involve exercise perse, are likely to keep the body 
in motion. 

A second reason we tend to gain more easily in wintry 
weather is that our bodies try to conserve fat in the cold. 
Appetite Increases for heavier, warmer, richer foods such as 
stews and meats and we are less interested in slimming salads 
and fresh fruits. Richer food plus less physical activity natu- 
rally result in weight gain and the reverse is also true. 

This does not necessarily mean, of course, that you're nec- 
essarily heavier if you live in a colder climate, but you need to 
recognize that the elements can influence your weight. You 
may need to work harder than someone who lives in a warmer 
area to keep yourself physically active and it may take some 
extra effort to resist that lure of high-fat foods. 

Alternatively, you can accept the fact that your weight may 
climb a couple of kilos when the temperature drops In the fall 
and enjoy feeling them evaporate in the summer heat. 


PASTA FAGIOU 

SOUP 


Holds 12 servings 
Nutritional value per 
serving (per l-cup) 
Calories: 152 
Cholesterol: 18mg 
Fati 2g 
Fiber: 3.5g 
Protein: 13.2g 
Sodium: 363mg 


1 pound lean ground beef or 
ground turkey breast 

i large onion, chopped 

1 large carrot, peeled, halved 
and sliced 

2 large celery with leaves, ^ 

thinly sliced Jk 

2 cans (I pound each)^l| 
unsalted tomatoes, crushed Jpl 

1 teaspoon dried basil cmf? 

1 teaspoon dried jPPEjv 
oregano 

t teaspoon ground 
black pepper ||k|| 

3 cups beef broth «r| 

1 can (1 pound) beans, 

rinsed and drained 

6 ounces ziti pasta or^l 
elbow macaroni % 


Method; 

1 . Place the ground meat in a 
4-quart pot and brown over 
medium heat, stirring constant- 
ly to crumble, until the meat is 
no longer pink. Drain off any 
excess fat, 

2. Add the onion, carrot, celery, 
tomatoes, seasonings and beef 
broth to the pot and bring to a boil 
over high heat. Reduce _ _ 

the heat 

low, 


cover and simmer for 15 mfnu^ 
or until the vegetables are tend* 

3. Add the beans and pasu 
to the pot, cover and simmer 

Tor 7 to5 minutes, or just unis 

the pasta is tender. Be careful 
not to overcook, as the pasta 1 
will continue to soften as long 
as it remains in the hot soup. 

4. Ladle the sbup into indi- 
vidual serving bowls and serve 

hot. 
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DO YOU NEED AN ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT? 




Results: 


Doaa your vlbo radiate poiltive or negative? Take our qulx to see how yau handle minor sol 

1. You train for a 1 OK race for months but you barely finish. You: 

A. Stalk past the winner and then storm home. 

B. Go out to a celebratory dinner with friends — you lost but there’s always a next time. 

C. Vow that you'll never race again. 

2. After working on a project for weeks, your boss tells you it's not on, the 
track. You: 

A. Roll your eyes and grumble about being overworked. 

B. Ask her for specific pointers on how to make it better, 

C. Burst into, tears in front of her. 

3. You're having an awful day when your mate calls with a dinner 
from his boss. You: * 

A. . Refuse — it’s too last-minute for you. 

B. Go, but let yopr mate know you want to be home early. ‘ • ■■ 

C. Acquiesce — you don’t want your man angry at you. y C *- . ■ 


Inrtoad of facing mlitakea, you throw tantrums or dofloct responsibility onto others. H«tt tlp»j 4* . 

what you could have done to avoid disappointment. 

•. • • J 

B. A+ Attitude: _Tou f vo got a healthy approach toward dally disappointments and deadlines. 

1C. Anemic Attitude: You try so hard to plsuo othors you forget about yourself. If you fool you've failed/ 
wrong. Then form a plan to turn y our sefoacks Into successes. . ! • . • 


You i 

wrong. Then form a plan 
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TIP OF 
THE DAY 




SCHIZOPHRENIA 


S chizophrenia, consid- 
ered to be the most 
dangerous and severe 
ijpe of psychological disor- 
ders, affects 1 — 1.5 percent 
of the world’s population, 
little is known about the 
nature, symptoms, causes, 
courses, types, social aware- 
ness and therapy of schizo- 
phrenia. 

NlzamS. Abu- Hijleh, Head 
of Psychiatric Department, 
Jordan University Hospital, 
defined schizophrenia as “a 
chronic mental disorder that 
affects perception, thinking, 
emotions, mood, behavior 
and cognition. It comes in 
various Intensities, resulting 
from an unknown part of the 
brain". 

lobe simplified. Psychiatrists 
indicate positive and nega- 
tive symptoms by which peo- 
ple can recognize those who 
sufTer from schizophrenia 
(see list in separate box), 
according to Abu-Hijieh. 

Psychiatrists stress that 
the illness is a result of a dis- 
tinction in the brain "charac- 
terized by an imbalance in 
the neuro-transmitter sys- 
rem," remarked Abu- Hijleh. 
Despite the prevalence of 
this disorder among inter- 
related marriages, where the 
spouses are relatives, the genet- 
ic (actor is still scientifically 
^documented. Nevertheless, 
retent theories in psychol ogi- 
ol medication suggest that 
if the child’s brain is subject- 
ed to a loss of glucose, 
injuries or even hypoxia 
l«vere lack of oxygen), dur- 
ln 8 the mother's pregnancy, 
then schizophrenia afflicting 
dte born infant is imminent. 
“The onset of illness In 
females occurs 3 years earli- 
er than in males owing to 
Jw presence of the female 
hormone that protects 
: women from early and 
were schizophrenia,” said 
Abu- Hijleh. 

He also added that "peo- 
Pies negative perspective 
towards schizophrenia fur- 
ther antagonizes patients, as 
, ^eN as their families’ social 
teiationships with others. 

Furthermore, society 
J.J res blame and responsi- 
bly on the parents for 
, Uleir children's disorder that 
! eSU, 5j n a stTessf ul, at times 
COi ™t handling and deal- 


ing with those young 
patients. 

“Additionally, family mem- 
bers might be socially 
embarrassed of unexpected 
strange behaviors publicly 
and' unawaringly exhibited 
by a schizophrenic," pointed 
out the specialist. 

“Since our knowledge of 
chronic schizophrenia is not 
comprehensively satisfying 
in many cases, many 
patients' families helplessly 
resorr to alternative therapy 
such as superstitions in an 
attempt to solve their des- 
perate situation. However, 
this is totally unsound and 
may further aggravate these 
patients' situation," empha- 
sized Abu-Hijleh. 

According to International 
statistics. 25 percent of 
schizophrenics achieve a 
90% recovery with or without 
medication. 50% of them 
improve as lung as they are 
medically followed up. 
Unfortunately, the rest 
remain permanently unre- 
covercd. 

Specialists classify schizo- 
phrenia into five major cate- 
gories, each with different 

existing symptoms. 

“The catatonic kind, char- 
acterized by the stuper form, 
causing prolonged motionless- 
ness, or irrational excitability. 
The patient in such cases 
should be intensively 
observed," explained Abu- 
Hijleh. 

He added, “disorganized 
schizophrenia is document- 
ed through the presentation 
of incoherent ideas and emo- 
tions accompanied with 
social withdrawal. Whereas,' 
the paranoid schizophrenic 
is over-occupied with acute 
delusions, mixed with anger 
and violence. 

“The undifferentiated cate- 
gory of the disorder involves 
a patient who exhibits symp- 
toms of two or more of the 
categories. The last category 
Is known as residual schizo- 
phrenia. Here, the patient 
lacks social support, 
behaves in an Illogical: way 
and Is rejected by society.' 
continued the psychiatrist* 
TYeatmenl ;of schizophre- 
nia should be biologically, 

■ psychologically ..and .'Socially 
Inclusive, depending on 
physical as well as cognitive 




I I you choose 'pro- I 
tolns of animal 1 
origin. Including 
loan moat, poultry, 
fish, egg, milk and 
choose, they will con- 
tain all Iho essential 
amino adds and for 
this reason they are 
sometimes termed 'com- 
plete' proteins. This 
unfortunately gives the 
Impression that they 
are better for you 
than plant proteins, 
which ara sometimes 
described as 'Incom- 
plete'. What It does 
mean Is that you need 
to select your plant 
proteins with some 
care to ensure that 
you are taking In all 
eight essential amino 
adds. The main 
source of plant pro- 
tein ares whole grains 
such as wheat and rice; 
legumes (beans, lentils, 
pe as); and nuts and 
seeds. If you combine 
[grains with legumes 1 
or legumes, with nuts 
and seods In the same 
meal, you can't go 
wrong. 


methods. 

Physical therapy depends 
mainly on using “anti-psy- 
chotic drugs that control and 
organize the schizophrenic’s 
abrupt change of mood or 
behavior,” pointed out Abu- 


Hljleh. 

Cognitive Psychological 
treatment is based on edu* 

eating the schizophrenic, as 
well as l)is family, on how to 

endure their dilemma. For. 
Instance,, parents are taught 
how not to show emotional 
expressions Indicating their 
; torment and. agony over the 
existing situation. 


Meanwhile, although 

patients require utter sup- 
port, they should not be 
overprotected by their family 
in order to accept, complet- 
ing the medication program 
regularly and completely," 
advised Abu-Hijleh. 


If schizophrenics receive 


proper medication,, most 
can leam to live and co- 


habltate tolerably , well with 
their condition,'’ concluded 


Abu-Hijleh 


by KHALEDDALAL 
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COMPUTER MILLIONAIRE 
LIVED FAST, DIED YOUNG 


H elicopters aiid planes laden with 
camera crews and photogra- 
phers were buzzing over the tiny 
Channel Island of Alderney yesterday in 
an attempt to piece together the extra- 
ordinary life nnd death of Christopher J 
Dawes. 

Sunlight glinted from windows below 
as they hovered over the Chez Andre, 
Devereux and Grand hotels, whining 
and snapping (lie acquisitions that 
Dawes expected to dominate the next 
chapter of his story. A few pedestrians 
and cars criss-crossed the three-mile 
length but few gazed upwards. “Bloody 
vultures, wouldn't give them the satis- 
faction," muttered one islander. 

He was not alone in refusing to be 
identified, for the name of Dawes left 
many on Alderney feeling queasy. The 
man in black zoomed into their lives 
last year trailing millions of pounds, 
mystique, menace and beneficence. The 
people of Alderney could not make up 
their minds about their visitor. Now it is 
too late. On Sunday he zoomed out of 
their lives just as suddenly as he 
entered it. smashed and burned at the 
wheel of S I million Formula One sports 
car. Ttoo passengers died with him in 
the fireball. 

Dawes. 39, had big plans for 
Alderney. His personal wealth, estimat- 
ed at around S200 million, would be 
ransacked to boost the tiny economy of 
an island he fell in love with after an 
afternoon eating lobster and drinking 
Pimms in the garden of the Moorings 
pub in 1994. 

No one seems to know what drew 
him to Alderney. Plonked between 
France and Britain but fitting into nei- 
ther, perhaps lie felt an affinity. Dawes 
streaked like a meteor through three 
continents but never belonged. 

He was too different, awkward, a 
mercurial force that made people ner- 
vous. Now he is dead and Alderney is 
not alone in trying to fit the pieces 
together. From an attic in Fulham, west 
London, a near-penniless Dawes 
entered a computer industry dominat- 
ed by behemoth companies and made 
up his own rules. 

Long before his yacht glided towards 
the Moorings pub. he had electrified 


Californian number crunchers who liked 
to think of Silicon \falley as a place to do 
business, not experiment with untried 
strategies. Or toys and drugs. 

The man with the languid Ozzie 
drawl liked to spend money on big, 
expensive, shiny, treats. The burgundy 
sportscar he died in had a 650 brake 
horsepower BMW V12 engine, special 
magnesium alloy that was light and 
strong, and reached 300 
kilometers/hour. 

He owned a $250 million private jet, 
a helicopter and homes in London, 
Essex. Amsterdam 
and Alderney. 

Black was his 
favorite colour. 

Gucci clothes, 
transport, posses- 
sions - all invari- 
ably black. The Alderney resident who 
sold him a Range Rover was not sur- 
prised to learn it was resprayed within 
days. 

His mock Georgian four million dollar 
Merks Had mansion at Great Dun mow, 
Essex. has an indoor swimming pool, 
built-in stereo system and no end of 
goodies. The ultimate home for Essex 
man made good, it has been called. 

Conspicuous consumption is not the 
main reason he has been compared to a 
rock 'n' roll star. There was also the 
drugs. On Boxing Day a tip-off led 
police to more than four grams of crack 
cocaine, allegedly found at the Chez 
Andre Hotel, which Dawes had bought. 

Acquaintances whisper it was not the 
first time. He had a habit dating back 
years. Friends say the dregs formed a 
thread of fast- living recklessness that 
ended with a loss of control on the 
A 120 at Great Dunmow, which was slip- 
pery after a heavy downpour. The con- 
flagration prevented bystanders help- 
ing. Many left before giving police their 
names. They were too horrified to stay. 

Yet the story leading up to that 
moment is compelling. Seeing Dawes in 
life, it was Impossible to look away. 
Dawes started as a mechanic in 
Adelaide, fixing pinball machines and 
juke boxes in an amusement arcade. He ' 
did not pass a single high-level exam yet 
talked his way into an electronics 
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degree course at Adelaide University. In 
the early 1980s, when the world played 
Space Invaders, it saw remorseless little 
green men dropping bombs on bases 
that needed to be defended. Dawes saw 
something else. He saw a goldmine. 

Macintosh computers would need 
upgrading, continuously, and few peo- 
ple around him seemed to knowhow to 
do it. He set up a business in his second 
year at university and the money start- 
ed to trickle in. Forever restless and dri- 
ven by ideas, he moved to London in 
1987 and sold computer graphic sys- 
tems. TWo years 
later, from the 
attic of a flat in 
Fulham, he 
launched 
Micromuse. 

On the other 
side of the world, Apple and Microsoft’s 
Bill Gates were becoming legends in 
corporate America. Dawes was to 
remain virtually unknown yet his vision 
was equally acute. 

He -saw that companies were 
installing Byzantine and often not very 
well understood computer and tele- 
phone systems. These investments 
were costing billions yet no one knew if 
they were working properly. Dawes 
offered to show them. 

Micromuse became the leading sup- 
plier in “service-level management soft- 
ware.” Business exploded. It started 
turning over hundreds of thousands of 
pounds, millions, tens of millions, then 
hundreds of millions, spreading to 50 
countries. Dawes cornered a market 
most did not even know existed. 

It moved its headquarters to San 
Francisco. Last year it launched onto 
the American stock market and is now 
valued at $1.25 billion. The Sunday 
Times nominated it as its top stock for 
1999. A corporate fairytale from a for- 
mer pinball mechanic. 

Except one thing. Dawes, the 
founder, chairman and chief executive, 
quit Micromuse last October. Did he 
jump or was he pushed? The company 
insists the former, saying it was an ami- 
cable parting and that Dawes always 
intended to quit and seek new chal- 
lenges after the stock market dotation. 


However the bulletin hoard on the 
company's website, where employees, 
shareholders and cranks exchange news 
and conspiracy theories, suggests a dif- 
ferent story, that the free-spirited 
Dawes was eased out by the suits. 

“All the weirdness surrounding their 
former UK party culture has been 
purged. This company is growing like 
mad,’ said one employee. “For many 
years (Microinuse| was run by some 
crazy Brit (whose attitude was| we’ll sell 
this bloody software to the Americans 
and make millions... hence you have 
somewhat of a London/San Francisco 
allure dash. I believe the executive 
shuffles are part of the board/vemure 
capitalists trying to spruce this compa- 
ny up as a Silicon Valley company," 
opined another. 

So did Dawes's creation turn on him? 
Charles Holford, spokesman for 
Micromuse, says emphatically not. 
"That’s just classic software gossip. It 
was always known that he would leave 
after we launched onto the stock mar- 
ket. He was a guru figure, iconic, lie 
wanted new challenges.’' 

At an internal meeting, Dawes was 
asked if he wanted to emulate 
Microsoft's titanic dominance. To every- 
one's surprise he said no. that it was 
more important for the company to 
steer its own course and stay innova- 
tive, said Hold ford. “Dawes expected 
his employees to work as ferociously as 
lie did. He was a character, lie led a 22- 
hour-a-day existence. Get up early, work 
late." 

■Whatever the reasons, Dawes left 
Micromuse and sold his 2,025,025 
shares of common stock, reaping $22.5 
million. Left behind in America was his 
estranged British wife, Angela, who 
worked at the company, and their two 
daughters. 

His new life was ro be away from the 
numberenmehers, the boardroom dog- 
fights, the graphs, and the pressure, ft 
was to be in sleepy Alderney. Early in 
I99B he bought a home and three 
hotels Tor $4.5 million. With him came 
a large black Mercedes van, jet and 
posse of bodyguards. 

He Installed hl-tcch security In his 
home and traveled in a convoy of 


allegedly bullet-proof cars, fuelling sus- 
picioii that a Howard Hughes-type 
eccentric had moved in. Yet Dawes was 
accepted **n his occasional visits to the 
island's pubs and restauranrs, some- 
times with his French girlfriend 
Marlene. Mis fondness for good wine 
and Monte Cristo cigars was noted with 
approval. 

"He was very good company with a 
very dry and quick sense of humor.' 
says Francis Simonet, an estate ageni 
and former island politidan. 'He was a 
very nice guy." 

Others, nameless, are less effusive. 
"He gave me the willies. He seemed 
paranoid about being assassinated* 
said one. One person who was definite- 
ly not a fan was the informer who 
tipped off police about the crack <ro- 
cairn?. Dawes was held at Guernsey's 
Les Nicolles Prison until granted 
S25.UUI) hail, paid for by Simonet. 
Islanders packed Alderney's tiny court- 
room in January to watch his appear- 
ance. 

Simonet believes he was innocent of 
both charges: Whispers across the 
Atlantic say different. “He was wry 
upset that his reputation was tar- 
nished," says Simonet. 

Whether the pending trial was tor- 
menting Dawes’s mind when h« 
climbed into the spurts car shall never 
he known. Perhaps he was too 
engrossed in conversation with his per- 
sonal assistant, Fiona Newman, 35, and 
old friend, Michael Lamb. 37, an 
Australian architect. 

The rain had stopped falling when 
they crunched over the gravel and sped 
down Merks Mall's mile-long tree-lined 
drive. The sun was coming out and traf- 
fic on the AI20 was light. Easing down 
oil the accelerator, making that purring 
engine growl into n roar, must 
been tempting. The boy from Adelaide, 
who loved his toys and lived a fairytale- 
surely knew it would be a perilous 
to do on n slippery road. And he surely 
knew It would be fun. 
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In spite of language aoo 

WEB TV CRAWLING INTO CHINA 



SHANGHAI (AP) — Lawrence 
dfung wants to bring the 
Internet into Chinese living 
rooms. First, lie has to give cus- 
tomers a reason to log on. 
Cheung’s Shanghai WEBTV 
Corp. is targeting budget-con- 
scious Chinese with a system to 
nun televisions into low-cost 
toemet receivers. Bur the heart 
«f|»s strategy is what users will 
find when they turn them on. 

To appeal ro a society where 
most people don't speak 
English — the language of the 
ltd — or use computers, 
Shanghai WEBTV is creating 
Chinese websites and a simple 
format that novices can run 
«nh a joystick and a button. 

Such a lower-tech, cus- 
tomized approach makes sense 
a China where the Internet, 
while booming, remains out of 
reach for most Chinese. Small 
•tart-ups like Cheung's and 
established giants like 
Microsoft Corp. are ail trying to 
hurdle technical, language and 
political barriers to get a share 
"fihe market. 

‘A lot or people want to get 
>’n the net but they say. ' I can't 
w a computer: l can't read 
English; | want to bridge that 
PP.“ said Cheung, 3 1 . who left 
'he Hong Kong branch of the J. 
’■Mer Thompson advertising 
jgency to start Shanghai 
iVEBTV with two partners. 

After its launch in June, the 
H°ng Kong-born Cheung 
believes he can sign up 150.000 
'.ustomers the first year. 

Chinese leaders are encour- 
J ?ing Internet use as a tool to 
J build up high-tech industry. 

I Internet cafes, where cus- 
! timers can buy time on a ter- 
1 niinal, arc common in major 
; dties. State-owned China 
Telecom cut access rates in half 
, list Month to encourage use 
i ^ spur innovation, 
fet the communist govern- 
TCnI remains wary of the 
Potential for the Internet to 
spread dissent and wants to 
Protect its infant information 
industry from foreign competi- 
tors, 

China’s population of 
jotemet users grew fourfold 
1351 year to 2.1 million. Another 
1 5 million are expected to sign 
U P this year. PC sales grew 14 
P^cent last year to $4.9 billion, 
Recording to the consulting 
nr ro International Data Corp. 

If this trend continues, it’s 
ver y Hkely that China will be the 
terond-largest market In the 
. vorid in a few years," said Jim 
Wtett. president of U.S. chip- 

? a * er ,[ Kel Corp.'s China dlvi- 
xon. 



Lawrence Cheung stands in a room of his Shanghai WEBTV Corp., In Shanghai, which Is targeting Budget- conscious 
Chinese with a system to turn tolevisions into low-cost Internet receivers. But the heart of its strategy Is 30 pro- 
grammers working in an office overlooking Suzhou Creek in the center off Shanghai. To appeal to a society where 
most people don't speak English — the language of the net — or use computers, Shanghai WEBTV is creating 
Chinese websites and a simple format that novices can run with a joystick and a button — AP Photo 


Access to rhat promising 
market for foreign companies 
has eased slightly In recent 
months as regulators try to 
spur development by allowing a 


ous appeal in China. The SI. 100 
price of a basic personal com- 
puter is far above the narional 
average income of S785 a year. 
By contrast, Shanghai WEBTV 


board, which is not natural for a 
Chinese ” said Albert Yu. the 
Shanghai-born senior vice pres- 
ident of Intel. 

China 'has an Internet search 


‘If this trend continues , it's very 
likely that China will be the 
second largest market in the world 


in a few years’ 


handful of joint ventures such 
as Shanghai WEBTV, whose 
Chinese partner is a Shanghai 
city government agency. 

In the biggest deal, Microsoft 
and China Telecom, which runs 
China's main online network, 
said this week they will launch a 
similar TV-based Internet ser- 
vice that could reach millions of 
users. Microsoft says equip- 
ment should go on sale later 
this year. 

■ A TV-based system has obvi- : 


says its receivers could cost as 
little as $180. 

■ Intel, Microsoft, Hewlett: ' 
Packard Co. and other industry 
leaders have research labs in 
China, in part to tailor products 
for Chinese needs. In Shanghai, 

. 1 50 Intel researchers are trying 
to perfect ' technology to make 
computers respond tor spoken 
commands. 

“In. China, 1 think it’s much 
better if we can talk to a com- 
puter rather than use a key- 


engine, online shopping for 
books and stocks and websites 
for soccer teams, newspapers 
and government agencies - all 
In Chinese. Dialing a three-digit 
phone number anywhere 
nationwide connects users to 
the local node of the China 
Telecom network. . 

The system is Far from per- 
fect. Users complain about high 
access fees and poor service at 
many of China's more than 200 
local Internet service providers. 


Sites regarded ns pornographic 
or politically dangerous are 
blocked. 

But the biggest complaint is 
language. In a government sur- 
vey in December, 20 percent of 
users said the Internet had too 
little Chinese-language materi- 
al. That figure was up from 1 5 
percent in a June survey. 

People in the industry sug- 
gest that offers Beijing an easy 
way to keep Chinese away from 
undesirable foreign sites: give 
them more in their own lan- 
guage; 

"People say the Internet has 
no boundaries, but there are 
boundaries. It’s by language, by 
culture, and Chinese are very 
local-oriented," said Cheung of 
Shanghai WEBTV. 

The company’s offerings 
include sports, interactive 
games, stock market informa- 
tion and English lessons. To 
spare users typing complex 
addresses, its programmers are 
creating^ menus to connect at 
the touch of a button to outside 
sites for Chinese museums, . 
sports teams and newspapers. , 


"People can come home Irani 
work, warcli a little TV, then 
watch a little Infer net." he said. 
“The whole family can do it 
together." 

WEBTV, which Cheung said 
cost SI. 8 million to set up, is 
offering free network access to 
buyers of irs plug-in TV boxes, lx 
plans to make money from 
' advertising, selling marketing 
data about customers and com- 
missions from online sales. 

Tlie company has China's first 
license for "e-commerce," 
Cheung said, but is reluctant to 
use it until the undeveloped 
Chinese delivery industry can. 
guarantee buyers will get the 
gbods; ■ 

It Isn't dear, ahyway, whether 
China is ready for online shop- 
ping.. Credit cards axe rare, and 
75 percent ' of net users have 
family incomes below $250 a 
month, the government says. 

"The first stage is to get to 
know .foreign technology. The 
next is to adapt it to Chinese, 
characteristics. We haven't 
reached that point yet,” Cheung 
said., 
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18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel of Fortune 
19:00 Hollywood Squares 
1 9:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 El Uncut 
20:30 El Cut To The Chase 
21:00 El Extrema Close Up 
21:30 EIQ&E 
22:00 Rare TV 
22:30 Late Show With David 
Letterman 

23:30 El News Daly(0 
00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 The View (r) 


12:00 Home Video eg 
16:30 Cartoons E 
17:00 SuparBoy 
18:00 Unplugged 
18:30 Saved By The Bell 
20:00 News 
20:30 Accapolco Heal 
23:30 Ruthless Paopia 


77 


07^0 Le journal 
07;15 Frpiich 
Focus . 

07.30 Netos Headline 

08:30 N»Y.P.D Blue;. . 

09:15 Divine 

10:00 News atTeji;.' 

1 10:30 Coyefi^ 



if 

• j 
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WEDNESDAY. MARCH 24. 1 999 
By Srella Wilder 

B orn tndiiy. you are not always 
one to subscribe m (lie status 
quo. and when yon lind your- 
self in need of a little more Iree- 
dom, you will pursue your heart's 
desire over lull and dale, paying 
little or no attention to the walls 
and boundaries that others have 
established. Independence and 
autonomy are joined within you to 


become your single most powerful 
driving force. You are so keenly 
interested in promoting your own 
spirit that you often find new ways 
of doing even the most routine 
things. Still, despite your Interest 
in the new and untried, you have a 
deep connection with history and 
heritage. 

You are multi-talented, but you 
are not likely to find your greatest 
success in an arena which enables 


you to show off all of your abili 
ties. Indeed, you will have to pick 
and choose with great care 
throughout your professional life 
to ensure that you do not forsake 
any of your interests or skills. 

Also born on this date are: 
Andrew Mellon, financier-philan- 
thropist; Harry Houdini, magician; 
Edward Weston, photographer; 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, poet-pub- 
lisher; Steve McQueen, actor. 


ARIES 


‘ifA«lW8 

(April 20-Msy 20): 

• You have a chpnce’- 
iodqy to Weak a record 
\ or two, at 'least linbffl-. 


a real Win- clally. Never fret* you'll 

feu''.'’ •--- 


be recognized for. your 
accomplishments!'" 




CANOS 


(l£ay 21%!un& 21 ): (July 23^3^2)., (Aug. 53-Sspf 

TOtffriustn’t t^9qj ,^ , ''Ybyj > ,pplnipns afe^ >i A slightly Once other^ natye 

* oKrt a on rWflnR' tn ihfe rririRt ■ thlnno. “cot 


worwng,\dw wc^ivcdm- cjosely \ 


MU LAN 

rRin.&THUR, 3:00 5:00 

GALLERIA 2 


LIBRA 

(Sept. 2|Oct. 23): 

^ tb se||e fgf ^ny- 
jbur^h ^ b0st , even 
WJ,ni&-cqst:yp u ' 
aJjpiTiijre rftbh'^y. 


(Oct. 24 to'. 21) 

% ..y .• 

Someone may teiryou 
an Idle stdry today th.at.:- 
may give you the key tb; 
. 1 a personal mystery ■ 
v you’ve been trying to 
solve for a while. 


SSCORK 




(Nov.r2£-Dct:. 21): 

The approval of. an 
elder is .allyou neeclto 
feel al though you’vb 

really ac^mpllshed . 
sombth'ing:Tm|36rtar\t. 
Ydufejlkely to get It! 

ft# : .*>.-’ ’ 
*.$£4 i 


(ncc.^Ja,i. 19): 

Yoli pah use ele- 
ment of surpri^ -to your 

you must be su.re. ypur 
^njprepareilbna afe;’-. 


(Jan 20-Fab.' 10): (Fob- I 


You! may. bellowed to 
do something today 
which has been strictly 
forbidden In ' the recant 
tpast. Be. cautious, for 
someonemay s ba trying i. 
to tflck ypu. A. 

: % . . i- ' *’ A 


Ygu'll Work well wjlli .<■ 
(hose who claim to; ..; 
have, no aliles; You r \ 
support qan mean 
‘dsjierencQ betweeFi^ 
i "stalemate and.aV 
resouHdih|3 victory. 


QWntOVERSY BRINGS DOWN ' HulL-H-UiII bays he's olli-ring ihe 
BILLBOARD imusiwl rewanl because ii was the 

to animal rights group says its ileliwryninii's first rtay mi the job. 


BILLBOARD 

M animal rights group says its 
laswas a vegetarian” billhnanl in 
■Mo, Texas, is coming down 
taaise it's too controversial in cat- 
iwuniry. 

The billboaitl was sponsored by 
Nk for the Ediical Treatment of 
tirals. It states tliat "Jesus was a 
' f isarian" and urges readers of die 
n ®age to "Show respect for God's 
°*®nes - follow him." 

the sign - which went up only 
ba Tuesday - sparked an anonymous 
(^threat from a man wlto threat- 
bum a cat a day until tire blll- 
was taken down. 

fa threatening ntessiige was left 
(Amarillo's chapter of the Society 
• Prevention of Cruelly to 
; J^-whldi is not involved with 
; 'tft. Mice are investigating, 
j 

■ ^money doesnt come wrm 

] ‘WOIONI AND DOUBLE Q1EESB 

ujL? 23 s ^ op owner ‘rt New 
Massachusetts, is offeritig a 
for information leading 
Jr* arrest of the two men wild 
Df j! 1 P °fhis deliverymen earil- 
month. 

^ ^ offer money. Nelson 
7™tt-Lott Is giving away free 
j ^ once a week - for 10 years - to 


can help police track 


KID Dnnil : .s; MOM GOES TO JAIL 
Sclmol ollicials in Gtms County. 
Floriitr. wy they’re seeing a dranimic 
impruvemem in jniblic sclwwl atten- 
tl;uiLV...diree \weks after a motlier 
was sent to jail for Tailing to heed a 
court oitler to make lier son attend 
school. 

The ollicials report that more than 
a dozen |xtrents who previously 
were unresponsive have called them 
for the first lime to discuss their chil- 
dren's abscences. 

Circuit Judge Patricia Tltomas is 
gelling credit for die change in alti- 
tude. liist month, slie sehtenced a 
woman to a weekend behind bare 
for contempt of couit for ignoring an 
older to make lier liabitually truant 
son attend classes. ' 

This is St. Gabriel's Ppast Day 
HC's the patron saint of postal, 
telegraph and telephone Wotk- 


It was on this date In I960 tiiat 
the first jwtenf for a laser v^s 


j - — ■« ii^ip UCJLR UIC 1II9V- | /oimu • — . ...h. 

^Iprics. He figures the ■ granted to 
^ .°f the pizza -.with everything CbaHes ToWnes. What tloes IaS* 

to more than seven- stand for?: V; V- 1 ' .■ j;. 

That’s a lot more Laser is an acror®nt; for. Light 
hold-Un (non nAf i t L Ui CHttiillatwl 


Amplification ; fer . . StitpU[ated 
Brimisjlon of Rotation. ‘J- 

m:S'9j^£!sL 


JOCKSTRIP 


TODAY'S THING WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 

It’s a s |ap in the faces of all the veteran conch blowers. The winner of the annual conch-blowing 
contest in Key West. Florida, is a novice named John l.ebilsch...who was visiting from New Jersey when 

he saw an ad for the event. .... . u i : . 

Of course, it helps that Lcbistch is a college music major... although he claims that was little help in 

learning how to coax a first note from his store-bought shell. 

NEWS OF OTHER LIFE FORMS 

It’ll be up to the California Supreme Court to decide whether Gary Saderup has the right to mar- 
ket Three Stooges t-shirts. _ _ . . 

The high court has agreed to review a 75 -rhousand-dollar verdict against Saderup for producing 
t-shirts with charcoal sketches of Moe, Larry and Curley. Comedy 3 Productions - which holds the 
commercial rights to the Stooges - had sued Saderup and won. On appeal, Saderup argued that he s 
an artist whose work is protected by the Constitution. 

TODAY'S SIGN THE WORLD IS ENDING 

Most Americans think professional boxing is rigged...but they don't want Evander Holyfield to give up his 

aSSg ^ aNe^York Post poll. Of the more than 900 people questions. 54-point-eight percent 
think boxing is fixed...while only 25-point-six percent say it's legitimate. Another 19-point-six percent .are 

^However only 14 percent OT those surveyed think Holyfield should give up his tide. Just under half ,48 
percent - favor a rematch with Lennox Lewis...the British boxer who. according to many, beatHolyfield but 
Was robbed by ringside judges. 11-polnt-two percent think Holyfield should keep his title. .The rest were 

' unsure. 

AND FINALLYr TODAY'S URtlFTINO STORY 

T[|[n Mints TYefoils and Sariioos T along with other kinds of Girl Scopt cookies r soon will be on their. 
Wav to U-S servlcepersons stationed in Bosnia. Cadet TVoop 979 from Yardley. Pennsylvania, organized ■ 
‘ Ooeration Cookie Llft” - where veterans' groups and individuals bought about 400 boxes of cookies 
: 'and donated them to the militaryas part of the Defense Logistics Agency’s Bosnia donations program. 

This is the thinj yeai' th^ Gadet TyQop 979.,.led by Qeni9dette Sliimp...has sent cookies,. to rttllftary 
,; tre6psstatioried oV^rseas.,Td'datev14-Iiutidred-25 boxes have been sliipped, ‘ 


HANCU 
WITH Ml? 

GALLERIA 1 


.■ * i . • - <•- . 


A 

PERFECr 

MURDER 

6:3()/<S:30/l0:45 

GALLERIA 2 


GALU-1UA , 
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ACROSS 

1 Newlywed 
women 
7 The Wright 
brothers 
goal 

13 Alaskan 
boat 

14 Slicker 

15 Reproduc- 
tive cell 

16 Nervous 

17 Baking pit 

18 Occupa- 
tional suffix 

20 German 
article 

21 Antitoxins 
23 Nelthsr’s 

S artner 
eavy 
string 
25 Depertd 
27 Poolside 
changing 
‘ room 
20 Play on 
words 

31 Director's 
cry 

32 Author — 
Levin 

33 Sea eagla 
34 Dispel . 
37 Seize 
40 Hibernia 
41 Nervous 


twitch 

43 Runner's 
rets 

45 Sandwich 

a pe: abbr. 

atlva of: 
suffix 
47 Curved 
bone 

43 “La — ” 
(Puccini 
opBra) 

51 Present aa 
a gift 
54 Leaks 
65 Newspaper 
executive 
66 Most 
Ill-boding 
57 Make 
Irrational 

DOWN 

V Sham 
2 Vagabond 
3 Imprison 
4 Fadeaway 
5 Dine 

6 Quantity of 
yarn 

7 Running 
contest 
B Vietnam 
Memorial 
designer 
Maya — 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


aHQHtia LQKlEaaS 
BQSUUiH BU10UBB 
nHQEHIS 

U HUH UUL2I HUUIH 
masHB 
tuiimss aanoBGis 
MKJHHB laBliJHH 
HBUJIIQ anUUM 

QMEdEaBaa uqimuiq 
sssaa 
cji^uq Baa HHLia 
LLUEdBHa maujaam 
HiaHBBli] QEJHUHQ 
SM13HL3Q 


France 

IQ Biblical 
hero 

11 Moham- 
med '8 
forced 
journey 

12 Sign of the 
times 

19 Aaan. 

22 Mountain- 
related 

24 Forty winks 

26 Cosmonaut 
— Gagarin 

2B Lord's ex 

30 Most evil 

34 City on the 
Qulf Coast 

35 Legendary 


king 

36 Song on 
Billboard’s 
Top 40 

38 Hard- 
handed 
defense 

39 Genusof 
ante 

40 Receded 

42 Gave up 

44 Film critic 

Roger 

49 Netherlands 
commune 

50 Month. In 
Madrid 

52 Poem of 
praise 

53 Steal, once 


RAZZIES 


Vvi r.t.ui Sjjiiitkv l ili»’ Burn, 
Hollywood, Burn” was voted 
worst picture of the year by 
the Golden Raspberry Award 
Foundation. 

The 19th annual Razzie 
Awards - a spoof of the Academy 
Awards - also voted Bntce Willis 
as the worst actor in three 
movies.,. ,, Armageddon 1 ’' 
“Mercury Rising" and "The 
Siege." 

The worst actress award 
went to a collective effort - the 
Spice Girls in their screen 
debut "Spice World." 

Worse, heartthrob Leonardo 
DiCaprio "won" the award for 
worst screen couple - starring 
as twins in “The Man in the 
Iron Mask.” 

Gus Van Sant captured the 
worst director Razzie for 
"Psycho." 

Biggest loserAvinner of this 
year's awards was actor, writer, 
composer and director Joe 
Eszterha$...who was voted 


worst supporting actor, worst 
writer, worst "original" song 
and worst new star - all for “An 
Alan Smithee Film: Burn 
Hollywood Burnl” 

Eszterhas’s quadruple win 
sets a new record for a single 
individual in one year. 

Other winners/losers includ- 
ed a three-way tie for worst re- 
make or sequel of the 1998 - 
"The Avengers," “Godzilla" 
and “Psycho." 


ARNOLD 
ISCHWARZENEGOERI 


^ federal judge has 

/ uA allowed Arnold 

•• •Schwarzenegger to add 
a doctor as a defendant in his 
50-million-dollar libel lawsuit 
against a supermarket tabloid. 

The movie star is suing The 
Glove over an August 4th, 
1998, article that claimed he 
had heart disease. The physi- 
cian. ..Dr. Arnold Fox.. .was 


quoted in the story. 
Schwarzenegger says Fox 
never examined him nor had 
access to his medical records. 

The actor had surgery in 
1997 to replace a heart valve. 
A spokeswoman says the oper- 
ation was “a complete success 
and he had made a lull recov- 


CANDICE 

BERGEN 


a single Rose appears to 
LA be all former “Murphy 
A >\ Brown" star Candice 
Bergen needs c«» spark 
romance. 

People magazine reports 
that the 52-year-old actress - 
widowed since the 1995 death 
or husband Louis Malle - has 
been seen in the company of 
Manhattan developer-philan- 
thropist Marshall Rose. When 
asked if he plans to pop the 
question, the 62-year-old 
Rose. ..himself a widower since 
1996.. .says only - "We are very 
fond of each other." 




Gl* f Ri Ha> nMa flsJ 


BRAND 
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■ ~ x andra Bullock's romantic 
■•■■■ •, comedy “Forces 0 f 
«> : J Nature" was the number- 
one movie in America last 
weekend.. according to studio 
sources. 

The DreamWorks release • 
which also stars Ben AIM . 
opened in line with industry 
expectations amid strong sup. 
port from young female movie- 
goers and generally positive 
reviews. 

Finishing a strong second 
was two-time winner "Analyze 
This." Warner’s opening of 
Clint Eastwood's death-row 
drama "True Crime" came in a 
distant third...followed by 
Sony's second weekend of 
“Baby Geniuses" and its third 
weekend of "Cruel Intentions." 

Rounding our the top 10 are 
"The Rage: Carrie 2"... "The 
King and r..."The 
Corruptor"..."Shakespeare in 
Love" ..and “Hie Deep End of 
the Ocean." 


□□□□000 

□□□□000 

□□□□000 

@000000 

PAR SCORE 90-100 

by JUDD 


1st Letter 
Double 


Sth Letter 
Triple 


RACK 4 


by JUDD four rack total 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters In each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50- 
potnt bonus. "Blanks* used ae any letter have no point value. All Judd's words 
are In The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merrtam-Webster) and OSW 
Official Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

M449 © 1 999. United Feature Syndicate. Inc. 


WORDY GURDY 


BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 


1. Membrane on th&lower law (1) Every answer is a rhyming 

| f pair of words Hike FAT CAT 

—I LJ_J and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Closely watch ed the tour leade r (1 ) they will lit In the letter 

Pi squares Hie number after the 

— — — — — definition tells you how many 

3. Jewels in London’s river (1) syllables In each word. “ 


4. Tote singer Mnnllow (2) 


5. Better Ice athlete tg) 


© United Feature Syndfcanr. Inc 


8. Feigning slowing down on n downgrade (2) 


7. “Guns moke” character's court buffoons (2) 



ANSWERS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDY GURDY 

1. PLOW NOW 5. WIN GIN 8. SC0TT8 KNOTS 4.MAR0SBAK6 

6. BETTES JETTIES 8. CHECKER WRECKER 7. TRAWLERS BRAWLERS 


USE THE HEWS: See if you can you 
find these insect words in the paper: 
head, body, wing, leg. 


imh nun ere r; — _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _... _ .,,1 

■ ■■« ..■■■ ■III A BLAST FROM THE PAST| 


m mm 


SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 


© 1 699 by NEA, Inc. 


KidSp®* 


HERB'S A UTne LIMERICK 
I'VE PUZZLED FOR 'YOUR 
PUZZLEMENT USE THE 
CLUES TO PTLLiH THE 
RHYMING I WORDS. 


by Dick Rogers 



TREE BITE ME FITE BARK NIGHT 

There was a dog named 

Who chased a cat one 1 : 

He crashed into a 1 : 

And cried, “woe Is 4 : ! The 

■ — Is worse than my 

h ii 


3118 9 *>iuvs 's ’m ■* ‘aaai'e ihdin z ‘and i :snv 


T he Exxon Valdez disaster - 
the worst oil tanker spill 
in U-S history - began on 
this day in 1989. With a drank 
captain in command, the mas- 
sive supertanker hit a reef in 
the Gulf of Alaska and the skip- 
per tried to rock it off. More 
than 1 1-million gallons of crude 
spilled into Prince William 
Sound. Had the spill been on 
the East Coast it could have 
stretched from Cape Cod to 
Cape Hatteras. The spill was 
never completely cleaned up. 

King James the Sixth of 
Scotland became King James 
the First of England on this day 
in 1603. He was also the King 
James whose name went on the 
King James version of the Bible. 
Most students of the English 
language like to say that tire 
two early pinnacles of English 
writing were the works of 
Shakespeare, because they 
were full of wordplay... and King 
James Bible, because it was so 
simple and direct. 

It must have been a thriller in 
Manija on this day in 1934, 
when the United States granted 
independence to the 
Philippines. The effective date 
was years later.Jtily 4th, 
1946.. .but the United States 
kept its promise. Today^the 
Philippines is a melting pot 
country just like America... with 
English and Spanish influences 
as well as a thriving native .lan- 
guage called Tbgalog (tuh-GAH’- 


lug). And it works both ways - 
Filipino-Americans are an 
important part of American cul- 
ture. 

March 24th was fitting date 
for America to say the former 
Spanish colony of the 
Philippines would be Indepen- 
dent.. .because it was on this 
date in 1783 that Spain recog- 
nised the independence of the 
USA. 

On this day in 1894, one 
Admiral Walker was ordered to 
establish a naval station in 
Honolulu. 

Isabel Peron - widow of 
Argentinian dictator Juan Peron 
and then the president of 
Argentina herself - was toppled 
and detained in a military coup 
(koo) In 1976. 

A white civil rights worker 
from Detroit, Viola Liuzzo. was 
shot and killed on a road near 
Selma, Alabama, on this day in 
1965. 

Republican presidential can- 
didate Thomas Dewey was born 
on this day in 1902. "It’s time 
for a change,” his slogan 
said. ..but he lost to Truman in a 
race so close that a Chicago 
paper famously fouled up the 
results in a banner headline 
that Thiman gleefully showed 
photographers the next day. 

Banker Andrew Mellon was 
born this day in 1 855. 

Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow died on this day in 
1882. 


Jules Verne died on this day 
in 1905. 

Silent film actor Fatly 
Arbucklc was born on this day 
in 1887. 

Pioneering film animator Ub 
Iwerks, without whom Mickey 
Mouse would not have been 
possible, was horn on this day 
in 1901. 

Stone-faced Norman Fell, the 
landlord on “Three's Company." 
was born this day In 1925. 

Slone-faced action film star 
Steve McQueen was horn rhis 
day in 1930. 

Actresses Donna Pescow and 
Laura Flynn Boyle were horn on 
this dayk- Pescow in 1954 and 
Boyle in 1970. 

Dress designer Hob Mackie 
was born this day in 1940. 

Long distance telephone ser- 
vice was established between 
New York and Chicago on this 
day in 1883. 

In 1975, the beaver became 
the official symbol of Canada. 

In 1991, 12 people were 
killed and 29 wounded when 
South African police fired on 
ANC supporters at a rally in a 
black township in Daveytown 
after ordering the crowd to dis- 
perse. 

In 1992, Jerry Brown pulled 
an upset win over Bill Clinton in 
Connecticut, causing $eriou$ 
damage to the Arkansas gover- 
nor’s quest for the Democratic 
.. presidential nomination. 

■ in ■ 1 993-, . the suspected ring- 


leader nf the World Trade 
Center bombing that killed six 
people and injured more than 
l ,U00 was arresred in Egypt and 
extradited to New fork. 

hi 1995, in a vote nearly 
along party lines. ,he HoU5e 
approved a bill that would over- 
haul welfare. 

In 1996, McDonalds stopped 

selling British beef in its B fit,sh 
outlets. 

in 1998. four girls and a 
teacher at Wcstside Middle 
School In Jonesboro, Ark.. 
killed by bullets fired 
nearby woods. Poli K 
two boys, ages 11 13,18 

connection with the slaying 


We now' 'return 

. i' . ' 
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TODAY IN CLASSICAL 
MUSIC HISTORY 


THE BRANDENBURG 
CONCERTOS 

On this day In 1721, Johann 
Sebastian Bach dedicated six 
orchestral concertos to Duke ; 
Christian ; . Ludyvlg...the 
Margrave of Brandenburg. .... ' 
The . Margrave, had • ps ked. 
Bach t,6 WrU6,son\e music /or 
his .court, but that had .been 
two : years before. Bach offered, 
hisilxfconceittos as a gift. But 
hli letter Ws couched, so - it's' 
deak he was angling for a cash 


operatic tenor named Garcia. 

Maria Malibran premiered 
the role of “Norma." 

She died at the age of 28. 


GLASS WORK 

.... Philip Glass's opera 
.‘ftkifa ten" premiered Id 

Stuttgart on this day ini 984. * 


DfiAT H QF GRAN A-. 

PQS \ 

' On * this day in 1916; the 


rtw«rd:in return. , Catalonian tomposer Wflijllf 

TJA 


MatgravV. m^y haye burned He drownedwI^M 

alse;'^the y/ayAt, ■*.' *■ .- 



Schubart... that's Schiibaft With 


remarkable' collection of music. 

^cl>anehas lts ov^ lridivt(lgal an 14 a 1 '.. .was born on this -date 
orehestradpK;.sb ,each ope has . ip .1 739. Schubart wrote tine 
its Wn ' style - and . mood. The / . poem “The .Trout," whldy whs 
Secohcl is .tfie Upbeat One wltii'. ’;. Set to rpusic by. Franz Schubertf. 
the.jplccolo tiumpqts.ThS third:,, ■ ■; Schiit^rt wa§ «h early prppo- 
(s;the pne wlth jhe mysterious- jieht 'bf .folkmusjc as. high 
middle moyeme nf that consists, , pit . ..a rid . a drii nken troubled 
of only two chords. ^Iie 

hjW so much for the harpri-- JO yearsfbr insultinga duke's 
ch'brdlst to do. that you con .mistress.^ • .. . > . , 


argue that it’s the first modern 
keyboard concerto. ’ - • '■ 


. By Howard DicpsJURl) 


MOZART’S 24TH 
PfANO CONCERTO v 

On this date in 1786, Mozart 
finished his Plaiio Concerto No. . . 
2d In CMinpr.KV 491.. tfie ; secw V 
and and: last, of .his 27 piano 
concertos to . be' cast ini the • ' 
minor key. ' ; •= \ 

So impressive ;Was' this work * 
when new that- one cqrtiposer; 
listening to it mrndd^tb.; hjs i 
companiou . and sflldT! -> n AchL. 
VVb’ll/jfeyER be;aW^’!tq .'wVlte '.V 
Something .like tiiis." TTh* cpni* 
poser .yho.-,' said i'that .Wfl/';; 
Beethoven. . :■ tyj-**,'' 

DVORAK’S FIRSTS 

syM^pi^ 

: Antpnta ; Dvorak ^Ompietfid’ 
his Rrst symphbny B Tlm B’el[s 
of: Zlon1ce,Ji\on this’^ay^ih l. 



excellent W6rfc$ Jthatge^fob (|e • C 
tie. hearing beejupe': pe^ie.^m * 
always playing the iatekpne^si.'Af;: 


• v: v 


JVlARtA ^^|BRA^ 

^panisi)V/. : tnbk?b j^Maria ?c 





THE PEOPtfe 


I 


BUT Will rr BE A BLUE SUEDE 
MUSEUM? 

f Tennessee businessman Henry 
Harrison has his way...you might 
soon be able to check out a 
piano once played by Jeny Lee 
.Lewis, Elvis Presley memorabilia 
pnd other artifacts in a Rockabilly 
Hall of Fame Harrison hopes will be 
located in Jackson. 

Harrison - who was a personal 
friend of the late rockabilly great 
Cad Perkins - is hoping the city of 


Jackson will allow him to purchase 
a tract of city-owned Jand near 
Interstate 40, which runs by the 
city. 

A list of inaugural candidates for 
the Rockabilly Hall of Fame - select- 
ed by rockabilly artists - is expect- 
ed soon. 

GARTH BROOKS HAS NOTHING 
ON THIS LADY 
arth Brooks is spending 
,time with the San Diego 
Padres...but it's songwriter 


Gi 


A LOOK AT POP MUSIC, AND THB 
PEOPLE MAKING IT TODAY: 


STARS COME OUT FOR LINDA 


Ei 


ilvis Costello, Tom Jones, Sinad (shuh-NAYD’) O'Connor and 
George Michael will join forces April 10th for a concert in 
f London to honor the memory of Linda McCartney. 

Chrissie Hynde is organizing the event at The Royal Albert Hall. 
Proceeds will benefit several animal rights groups. Hynde's 
band... the Pretenders...will accompanying the headliners. 

Paul McCartney reportedly has approved the event. ..but it isn't 
clear whether the ex-Beatle will be there. 


TWISTED SISTER'S DEE SNIDER 


T wii 
wr 
pr< 


risted Sister's Dee Snider makes his feature film acting and 
writing debut in , 'StrangeLand’'...a psychological thriller that 
premieres tomorrow on DVD. The movie also stars Kevin 
Gage, Elizabeth Pena and Robert Englund. 



Today's birthdays Include Iho Kola 
singer Billy Stewart, who was barn 
In 1937.„.War harmonica player 
Leo Oikar In 194# (age 83)...drum- 
mer Mike Kellie off Spooky Tooth in 
1947 (ago 52)..Jkprll Wine baulit 
Steve Lang and Hick Lowe, both In 
1949 (age 50)...Supertramp bassist 
Dougle Thomsen In 19S1 (age 
48)...and German pep singer Nona 
(NIOH'-nah), whose renl name Is 
Gabriele Kerner, In 1949 (ago 39), 


Tftdfflr's 

musisfll 

milestones: 


In 1958, a 23-year-old Elvis Presley was 
sworn Into the U-S Army as Private Presley, ser- 
ial number US-53310761 . 

In 1964, the British Top-IQ singles chart was 
entirely British for the first time ever. 

in 1965, Rolling Stones bassist Bill Wyman 
was knocked unconscious by. an electric shock 
from a microphone stand during a concert in 
Denmark. 

In 1973, a fan at a Lou Reed concert .In 
Buffalo, New York, Jumped on-stage and bit 
into Reed's posterior after screaming "Leatherl" 
Afterwards, Reed commented - “America seems 


to breed real animals.' 1 

In 1984, Beach Boy Al Jardine married Mary 
Ann Helmandollar. 

In 1992, a Chicago judge approved a court 
settlement offering refunds to those people 
who bought the music of or attended concerts 
by the lip-synching duo Milli Vanilli. 

In 1993, Elton John broke Elvis Presley's 
record of having a top-40 single every year for 
23 years straight when "Simple Life" entered 
the top 40...making it 24 years in a row for 
John. 

Also in 1993, singer Judy Collins went jog- 
ging with President Clinton but ran our of) 
breath and hitched a ride with a limousine back 
to the White House. 

In 1998, a judge in Leicester, England, sen- 
tenced British pop singer Mark Morrison to one 
year in jail for sending an imposter to perform 
his court-ordered community service. Morrison 
had been convicted in a 1995 nightclub brawf 
that left one man dead. 


Todrry's musical quiz: 



Bifly ' s'tcwm's I [)06 hit 
"Summertime* wos from what Georcje 
Gershwin musiad? 

Answer- "ittminertime" from 
Gershwin's 1935 folk opera ‘‘Porgy 
and Bess." 


Diane Wanen who's hitting dou- 
bles. 

lAfarrcn was in Nashville recently 
to celebrate the number-one suc- 
cess of one of Iter tunes...Mark 
Chesnutt's mega-hit "I Don't 
\Afcnna Miss A Thing." That song 
was also a big hit for the rock 
group Aerosmith. 

You might recall Warren also got 
two lilts out of her power ballad, 
"How Do I Live"...which achieved 
great success for both LeAnn 
Rimes and Itisha 'fearwood. 

Warren tells Nashville's 
Tennessean newspaper she could 
get used to her country music suo 
cess - My batting average is pretty 
good. And 1 get doubles." 


THIS AND THAT 

S teve ttfariner wrote his latest 
single “TVvo Teardrops" with 
fellow Grand Ole Opry mem- 
ber Bill Anderson. Anderson intro- 
duced die Capitol recording artist 
on die Opry Friday nighr...rhen sat 
on an on-stage stool and looked on 
as Wariner wowed the crowd with 
the tune. The CMA award-winner 
also played the title track to his 
most recent gold album.. ."Buntin' 
The Road House Down." 


MUSIC CnY TRIVIA 


Q : Who won a Grammy for her 
version of the Diane Wforren song 
“How Do 1 Live?’ 

A; Hisha Yearwood. 

byUPl 
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SEA VIEW 


Quick now - whafi tf* dif- 
ference between an ocean am 
a sea7 ' • 

A sea is a name given totf* 
salt-water areas on the mar- 
gins oFthe oceans. An ocean it 
an Interconnecting great body 
of water. 

How salty is ft? How about 

three-point-three to thre$- 
point-seven percent salt. The 
amount varies from place, to 
place. For instance, the Arttk 
region has less salt In the 
water, due to melting Icebergs 
of fresh water...and the Persian 
Gulf or Red Sea have more salt 
in the water. 

This brings us to.;. 


the Dead Sea 
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SAMPRAS RECLAIMS TOP 
RANKING FROM MOYA AT LIPTON 


...No, Jerry Garcia is not 
there. The Dead Sea.Jocated 
between Jordan and the Wm 
Bank.. .is the lowest body of 
water on the Earth's surface. 
As such, any surface water (ter 
flows into it has no outflow. As 
the water evaporates, dis- 
solved minerals remain - 
behind. You guessed It - the 
primary dissolved mineral is 
salt. The Dead Sea typically has 
a 25-percent salt content 
Nothing can live In that much 
salt...except maybe that one 
creature from a classic "Star 
Trek" episode that derived its 
nourishment FROM salt. 


0 BISCAYNE. Florida (R) — 
me Sampras ended Carlos 
gop's brief reign at the top of 
grit tennis by beating Albert 
[mb afier Moya fell to 
Stostien Grosjean in Monday's 
foitlHound action In the 
Ijiafl Championships. 

Sampras was bumped from 
it top billing by Moya last 
at the Champions Cup 
[ornament at Indian Wells, 
(riornla, but recaptured the 
frone after defeating Costa 6-4 
H to reach the quarter-finals. 

Moya set up his own downfall 
ita he allowed 74th-ranked 
Itasjean of France to upset him 
J66-4 7-6 (9-7). 

It's nice to get back the 
roldngr said Sampras, who 
tlmeet Richard Krajicek in 
i* quarters. 

'But if I said It once, I'll say it 
ntousand times, it doesn't 
jj alter so much what you're 
afced this time of the year. 
The way the ranking system 
torks today, it really comes 
bm to December." 

Since the official rankings 
(tenge will not take effect until 
at Monday, Moya will be 


credited witli having a two- 
week reign at the top. 

Sampras is far more accus- 
tomed to life nr the top. 

Moya had ended Sampras's 
run of 29 consecutive weeks at 
the top and the American's total 
of 262 at number one when he 
became the first Spaniard to 
reign supreme in men's tennis. 

At the moment, Sampras sits 
eight weeks short of Ivan 
Lendl's career record total of 
270 weeks as number one. 

Sampras was alone in his 
quest to jump past Moya after 
fourth-ranked Alex Corretja of 
Spain was beaten by 14th seed 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden 7-5 
6-3. 

In other Monday upsets, 
Domiuik Hrbaty of Slovakia dis- 
posed of eighth seed Marcelo 
Rios of Chile 6-2 6-0, and 
German Nicolas Kiefer ousted 
12th-seeded Greg Rusedski of 
Britain 4-6 7-5 6-2. 

Sampras offered Costa one 
opportunity to break serve in 
the entire match, but the 
Spaniard could not turn the 
trick. With an impressive 37 
winners and one service break 


in each set, Sampras was hack 
on top of the world. 

Grosjean twice served for the 
match against a tired-looking 
Moya, but both times the 
Spaniard easily broke him to 
send the match to a climactic 
tiebreaker. 

Moya was unable to cash in 
on three match points in the 
tie-break, while Grosjean finally 
prevailed on his second match 
point to wrap up a two hour, 
39-minute victory. 

"Maybe f wanted it more than 
him to win," said Grosjean, 20, 
whose previous best win came 
against then number II Felix 
Mantilla in the round of 16 at 
last year's Wimbledon. "I don't 
know why I win, but l win." . 

Reigning French Open cham- 
pion Moya had just one back- 
hand winner and 72 unforced 
errors in a sloppy match. 

"I’m just trying to forget 
about that match," Moya said. 
"It's not easy because it hurts." 

Moya tried to look on the 
bright side. 

"I can say I've been number 
one for two weeks,” he said. 
“Who knows if I’m going to be 



longer there. But at least 1 can 
say I've been number one." 

Jerome Golmard of France 
ousted 1 1th seed Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia 4-6 6-2 6-2. 

Fourth seed Krajicek was in 
fine form in his round of 16 
match as he beat Russian 
teenager Marat Safin 6-3 6-1. 

Francisco Clavet of Spain 
earned a quarter-fina! berth 
with a gritty 6-4 5-7 6-4 victory 
over Vince Spadea. 

On the women's side, defend- 
ing champion Venus Williams, 
the sixth seed, and I3th-seeded 
Anna Kournikova, last year's 
runner-up, led an orderly 
advance of seeds. 

Williams beat Fabiola 
Zuluaga of Colombia 6-3 6-4, 
while Kournikova claimed a 6-4 
7-6 (7-5) third-round victory 
over France's Julie Halard- 
Decugis. 

Others advancing included 
Wimbledon champion Jana 
Novotna, the fourth seed. Mary 
Pierce (8), Amanda Coetzer (91 
and Serena Williams (16). who 
has won her last two tourna- 
ments. 


P«la Sampras, af Orlando, Fla., acknowledges the 
cheers from fans afier his 6-4, 6-4 win over 
Albert Cosla, of Spain, Monday, Marsh 22 , V 999 In 
the Liplon Championships In Key Blscayne, Fla. 
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MINEY (AP) — Embattled IOC 
rcrober Phil Coles dug in 
lesday despite a major Olympic 
Ww joining calls for him to 

d. 

Major Olympic sponsor John 
^ck Insurance moved Its 
roasm of the IOC fiom the 
.Ifltral to the personal when it 
|°W Tor Coles to resign from 
k IOC and the board of 
Huey’s 2000 Olympics organiz- 
"ironmittee. 

totei received a severe cen- 
wrfrom the IOC for accepting 
j«w»lve hospitality (tom the 

:> jL! ^ committee 
I 1 ™* won the 2002 Winter 
y.mtL 

Unc * er ftlltller iiwestigo- 
i jjbythe IOC following his ex- 
l ^aims that he took Jewel- 
. a Creek businessman 
with Athens’ failed 
the 1996 Summer Games, 
it is time for Mr. Coles to 
J right thing and resign 

■ ton e J° C ’" John Hanco * 

WavidD'Alessandro said in 
L*T ent rt| wsed Tuesday. "He 
^Jk^glng the movement 
as we” as Australia's. 

3r*f f ons ; ,0 

be extraordinary 

N Coles, under enormous 
ijoTjL - 0 rc5 '8 n front a majorl- 
3 J^QCboaiti Including 
*** * 

1 “ won‘ t be quitting. 


He said unnamed supporters 
in the Olympic movement are 
"urging me not to stand down, 
to stand firm, they all believe in 
me." 

Coles told a Sydney radio sta- 
tion that he believed some dis- 
enchanted members of 

Melbourne's failed bid for die 
19% Games may be behind a 
"conspiracy" to have him 

removed from SOCOG and the 
IOC. 

"I do know that there is a con- 
spiracy involved, we're getting 
Information about that at the 
moment," Coles said. “There is 
an element out to destroy me for 
other reasons. 

"I don't know how they blame 
me for losing tire bid. They did 
this four years ago when the tele- 
phone records were displayed." 

Coles made 44 private phone 
calls to die Adanta bid commit- 
tee during its successful cam* 
paign to win the 1996 Games 
from a number of. other con- 
tenders including Athens and 
Melbourne. 

It was a statement from Coles 
ex-Wife -Georgina Coles which 
stepped up the heat on the 67- 
year-old, who competed, as a 
kayaker at three Olympic Games 
fori Australia: She told the 10G 
that. Coles received jeweiiy 
worth about U^. $6,300. . & . 

fflie latest trouble prompted 
D' Alessandro ■ to release' ..his 


statement to Sydney and United 
States media lUesday. 

D'Alessandro said SOCOG had 
a “lot more money to raise" 
ahead of the Games and Coles 
could help it by walking away. 

"SOCOG does not need unnec- 
essary clouds over the rings mak- 
ing it harder to sign new spon- 
sors or win additional support 
from existing sponsors," he said. 

"No doubt Mr. Coles has sin- 
cere and personal reasons for 
staying. He has made many 
important contributions to the 
Olympics over the years. By leav- 
ing he can right the unintention- 
al wrong and enable SOCOG to 
once again focus on the value of 
sponsorship rather than the 
uncertainty ofscandal." 

John Hancock is one of an elite 
group which pays U.S. $50 mil- 
lion every four years for the 
rights to use the Olympic rings 
to advertise their products. 

D'Alessandro was a vocal critic 
of the IOC leadership following 
the findings of the Salt Lake City, 
ethics inquiry and said he was 
removing the rings from official 

company reports and billboards. 

D'Alessandro also said he Was 
canceling negotiations with 
United States television network 
NBC for US, $20 million in adver- 
' rising; to pro test the IOC’s failure 
?to deal with the ;growihgcor- 
. ruptiori scandal. : . 


GREEK JEWELER DENIES 
SUPPLYING ATHENS BID TEAM 


ATHENS (AP) — A Jeweler strongly denied 
Tuesday a report his daughter supplied the 
Athens Olympic bid team with necklaces and 
other pieces during the failed effort for the 1996 
games. 

In Australia, the Sydney Morning Herald 
reported that Evi Tsimbiiis said the Athens bid 
team asked her shop. Michalis. to make them 
jewelry. 

The newspaper also reported Ms. Tsimbiiis 
confirmed her shop made a necklace owned by 
the former wife of Australian International 
Olympic Committee member Phil Coles, who was 
censured for receiving excessive hospitality from 
Salt Lake City’s bid team. "These are lies. We 
never said that anyone from the Olympic com- 
mittee ever came in," Michalis Tsimbiiis, owner 
of the Athens jewelry store, told The Associated 
Press. 

He claimed his daughter was ill and unable to 
comment. 

According to Tsimbiiis, a reporter visited the 
store Monday and asked for the price or the . 
necklace, He claimed his daughter gave an esti- 
mate of the value, but added that the style of ' 
Greek jewelry is made by many stores in Athens. 
Tkimblils denied his daughter said the ,1996 
Athens bid committee had put in an order For . 
jewelry. 

"We never talked about anything specific" with 
the reporter, he said. "We never talked about, 
names or people because we do not know." 

Coles Is also under investigation after his ex-, 
wife. Georgina, told the IOC the couple received. 
diajnond and gold' jewelry, From a Greek busi- 
nessman during the bidding for the, 1996 games. 

. Australian press reports have placed the cost 


of the jewelry a necklace and cufflinks inter made 
into earrings at Aust 510.000 (SG.300). 

If substantiated, the allegations would be the 
first evidence of possible dubious dealings by 
Athens in the failed bid. The head of the 1996 
bid. businessman Spyros Metaxa, has not com- 
mented publicly. 

But Marc Hodler, a senior member of the IOC 
executive board, claimed he heard Metaxa once 
say that he would pay any amount "necessary to 
win the games.” 

No accusations of serious improprieties have 
surfaced concerning Athens* successful bid for 
the 2004 Olympics. 

Tie head of the Greek Olympic Committee, 
Lambis Nicolaou. claims he found no evidence of 
wrongdoing in IOC-ordered probes of both the 
1996 and 2004 bids. 

But the Sydney Morning Herald reported that 
Ms. Tsimbiiis admitted the bid committee asked 
them to make jewelry presumably as gifts to IOC 
, delegates. 

“The Athens bid committee came to us and 
asked us to make some jewelry" -she was quoted 
as saying. 

' United States- IOC member Anita Defrantz has 
said she was offered a gift during her visit to 
Athens during its 1'996, bid but did not accept It. 
She claimed she did not look at the- present, 
which was In a brown bag. 

. Cbies Isi reportedly under- pressure to resign 
from the 2000 Olympics organizing committee. 

. f "It's difficult arid i think he’s understanding 
. that it's ;not just a matter .of- his future, " 
Australian; Olympic "Committee president John 
Crates tqld Australian television. , ' 
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DALLAS (AP) — Dennis Rodman 
found a new way to get a tech- 
nical foul he blew a kiss at the 
opposing bench and the Los 
Angeles Lakers stayed unbeaten 
with him in the lineup, defeat- 
ing the Dallas Mavericks 96-93. 

Rodman had 1 7 rebounds and 
Shaquille O'Neal had 25 points 
and nine rebounds as the Lakers 
beat Dallas Monday for the 15th 
straight time. Los Angeles is 
now 1 1-0 with Rodman in the 
lineup. 

Rodman, playing in his sec- 
ond game after leaving the 
team for four games because of 
personal reasons, got his 
strange technical in the third 
period. 

After making a foul shot, lie 
blew a kiss at the Mavericks 
bench. Referee Ken Mauer hit 
Rodman with a technical foul 
and Hubert Davis made the free 
throw. Lakers coach Kurt 
Ram bis was incredulous. 

"How can he get a technical 
foul? 1 ' Ram bis asked the official. 


In Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Ray 
Allen. Glenn Robinson and the 
Milwaukee Bucks made their 
first 1 1 shuts while holding 
Detroit to only one basket in 
the first quarter. 

The Bucks rolled to a 23-2 


RODMAN GETS TECHNICAL 
FOUL FOR BLOWING A KISS 

mm r 


lead before Christian Laettner 
scored Detroit's only field goal 
of the quarter with 5:10 left. 
Milwaukee, meanwhile, hit 
everything until Haywoode 
Workman missed with 4:51 
remaining. 

Allen had 19 poinrs and 
Robinson IS in the Bucks' high- 
est-scoring game of the season. 
Milwaukee led 40-14 after die 
first quarter and 68-37 at half- 
time. 


In Houston, Hakeem 
Olajuwon hit a season-high 32 
points and helped the Houston 
Rockets hold off a fourth-quar- 
ter charge by the Sacramento 
Kings. 

It was the Rockets' 10th 
straight victory over the Kings 
and it appeared easy until the 
final period. 

The Rockets led 97-81 with 
6:24 left before the Kings 
closed to 99-95 with a 14-2 
charge led by former Rockets 
guard Vernon Maxwell and 
Chris Webber. 


In New York, fatigue caught 
lip to the New York Knicks as 
they played horribly in their 
third game in three nights, get- 
ting booed repeatedly by their 


fans in a Joss to the Atlanta 
Hawks. 

Tire Knicks missed 16 of their 
first 17 shots in the final quar- 
ter, including airballs by Marcus 
Camby. Chris Childs and Charlie 
Ward, and lost for the third time 
In Four games. 

Mookie Blaylock had 15 
points and Steve Smith and Alan 
Henderson added 14 apiece for 
Atlanta, which has won six of its 
last eight games. 


In East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, Stephon Marbury had 3 1 
points and 12 assists as the New 
Jersey Nets stopped Toronto's 
five-game winning streak. 

Chris Carr added 24 points 
for the Nets. Marbury and Carr, 
obtained on March 1 1 in a nine- 
player, rliree-team trade, helped 
the Nets win for just the third 
time in 19 games. 

Kerry Kittles added 14 as the 
Nets surpassed the 100-point 
mark for only the second time 
this season. Jayson Williams 
had a game-high 15 rebounds. 
John VWIIace led the Raptors 
with 19 points. 


In Indianapolis, Reggie 
Miller's three-point play began 
Indiana's 15-0 burst at rite start 



Kobe Bryant (L) of the Los Angelos Lakers drives past Dallas Mavericks' 
Hubert Davis (R) at the Reunion Arena In Dallas 22 March. The Lakers 
defeated the Mavericks 96-93 


of the fourth quarter and the 
Pacers beat the Washington 
Wizards. 

Miller scored nine of his 18 
points in the final period. 
Washington missed its first five 
shots and had three turnovers 
before Rod Strickland's jumper 
with 7:34 left. 

Mitch Richmond scored a sea- 
son-high 35 points for the 
Wizards, who took a 63-58 lend 
into the fourth quarter. He 


made!4of22 shors. 


In Phoenix, Despite a rough 
night at the foul line, Jason Kidd 
scored 24 points, handed out 
nine assists and ignited a 
fourth-quarter run that gave the 
sputtering Phoenix Suns a victo- 
ry over the Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Kidd, who turns 26 on 
Tuesday, made just 1 1 of 22 free 


SWIMMER HACKETT BREAKS 
10-YEAR-OLD WORLD RECORD 



BRISBANE (R) — Grant Hackett 
broke the oldest world record 
in men's swimming on Hiesday 
when he docked one minute 
46.67 seconds for 200 meters 
freestyle at the Australian 
championships. 

Swimming the first leg of a 
4x200 relay, the 18-year-old 
Australian shaved two-hun- 
dredths or a second off Italian 
Giorgio Lamberti's previous 
mark of 1:46.69 set at the 
European championships in 
Bonn in 1989. 

Regarded primarily as a dis- 
tance swimmer, Hackett threw 
his arms out then punched the 
air in triumph when he realized 
what he had done. 

"My plan was just to go out 
as hard as 1 could, as long as 1 
could," Hackett said. 

"I just told myself 'I can fio 
this. Let’s just go for it.'" 

Hackett, who is the reigning 
world champion over I50Q 
meters, had sprung a big sur- 


prise when he beat 200 merers 
world champion Michael Klim 
and 400 meters world champi- 
on Ian Thorpe to win the 
Australian 200 crown on 
Monday. 

His winning time of 1:46.99 
was one of the fastest In histo- 
ry but Hackett was able to slice 
another 0.32 off that on 
Tuesday to prove that his earli- 
er victory was no fluke. 

The university student was 
0.44 seconds under Lamberti's 
time at the halfway stage of 
Tuesday's race, then just 0.07 
in front when he turned for 
home. 

Hackett said he had not 
thought about going for the 
record until just a few minutes 
before the race when one of 
the Australian selectors. Stuart 
Alldritt, suggested he swim the 
first leg oF the relay. 

"I was feeling fairly ordinary. 
That’s why I didn’t want to 
have a crack at it," Hackett 


said. 

"But Stuart had a chat to me 
just before .the race and I 
decided to give it a go." 

Lamberti's record has been 
under attack for several years 
now but looked certain to go 
sooner rather than later after 
Thorpe got within 0.01 sec- 
onds of his mark at last year’s 
Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Expectations were high that 
Thorpe, 16, would break the 
record on Monday after he 
swam the second fastest time 
in history for the 400 meters 
on Saturday, beating Hackett 
for the title. 

But he failed in his attempt 
and had to settle for a silver 
after Hackett, who also holds 
the world record 1500 meters 
short-course (25 meter pool), 
led all the way to score an 
unexpected win.. 

Hackett decided to work on 
' the .200' meters event only 


after missing out on a place in 
the Australian 4x200 relay 
team for Kuala Lumpur. 

Hackett had been a member 
of the Australian 4x200 relay 
that won gold at the 1998 
world championships but lost 
his place in the team for the 
Commonwealth Games and 
had to watch from the poolside 
as the new quartet, including 
both Thorpe and Klim, 
smashed tlte world record in 
his absence. 

Despite breaking the 200 
meters record, Hackett said his 
real ambition was to break fel- 
low Australian Kieren Perkins’s 
1 .500 meters world record of 
14:41.66., 

"The 1,500 is the one I want, 
to win,’’ Hackett said. "If I had 
to choose which one I would 
break a world record in,' I 
would choose that one by a 
long way. 



PORTO. Portugal (AFP) — Flying 
Scotsman Colin McRae continued 
to hold a commanding lead after 
13 stages of the Rally of Portugal, 
the fourth round of the world 
championships. 

McRae held a lead of 47.6sec 
after 13 of the rally's 23 stages. 
Six more stages arc scheduled for 
Hiesday afternoon with the final 
four stages on Wednesday. 

Frenchman Dldier . Auriol 
moved into second place ahead 
of his Toyota teammate Carlos 
Sainz with the Subaru impreza of 
Britain's Richard Bunts l min 
5sec adrift in fourth place. 

McRae's rivals were unable to 
make inroads into his lead as 
being first on the road In the new 
Ford Fociis proved not to be a 
major disadvantage for the Scot. 

"We've not Itad any problems 
running first on the road through 
the stages," he said. "Conditions 
are good and I don't think there's 
any significant advantage to be 
gained by running down the 
order - certainly npt if road con- 
ditions remain as they are.” 

McRae, who , has been offered a 
test . drive iii a Stewart-Ford 


AMMAN SHOWS ITS MUSCLES 


throws. But he had 12 points 
and four assists in the fourth 
period as the Suns used a KM) 
burst to overcame a five-point 
deficit. His breakaway layup 
finally scaled it in the final few 
seconds. 

Toni Gugliotta added 19 
poinrs and 10 rebounds for die 
Suns, who snapped a three- 
game losing streak and beat the 
Grizzlies for the seventh con- 
secutive time. 


wm 
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Formula One car later this year, is 
aiming for his second straight 
win after his victory in the third 
event of the season, the Satan 

Rally. , 

Defending world champwn 
Tommi Makinen or Finland, who 

suffered front transmission proo- 

lems in Ills Mitsubishi op 
Monday, began to m0 y . 
standings on the third day 

eVCOt - , 

The Finn moved up thr« 

places from his over# Po- 
tion of ninth, butis sdU ^ 
under 2mln down on Mctue. 
whom he fears coul ^ 
biggest threat to his 

fourth consecutive - . dtfpP 
° Auric! clocked two 

times early, ■foesday^^ 

and 'Sainz went quickest M 

other stages, but none couW^ 

sistently beat Mc Rae f? ';. 

major Impact on the* fwtf(1 

, Italian Piefo^Ua^ ^. ^ 

toabandon.afterfolling^ 

less than ;a -k!!ome^J 
end of tHd first 3®S Lihihitrt* 

Liatti had been lying elg^.,^ . 

! time. . ... 



THE KINGDOM S BODYBUILDING 
Championships ended yester- 
day in both happiness and dis- 
appointment over the judge's 
decisions. 

On the second day of compe- 
tition, twenty four players were 
grouped into six categories, 
according to their weight. Each 
group's athlete was given a 
minute for a solo musical dis- 
play. Tlte two days of muscular 
shows ended with the selection 
of new athletes for the national 
team. 

“This championship was 
intended to select new athletes 
to reform the national team. 
Now, we have fixed our team. 
The new members are Einad Al- 
Dawaimeh, Eyad Al-Borini, 
Odallnh Al-Qiiblan, Emad Abdul 


Fatah. Mohammed Housni and 
two more players who are 
abroad at the moment. Ahmad 
Al Asha and Khaleil A1 Dabbaj. 
They will join the team soon,” 
said Abdul Munem Abu Touk, 
Head of Jordan Bodybuilding 
Union. 

These athletes will attend 
several training camps. In late 
April they will participate in the 
Middle East Bodybuilding 
Championships and in May they 
will fly to Portugal to represent 
Jordan in the Mediterranean Sea 
Bodybuilding Championships. 

Mohammad Ghazi Ai Zoubi. 
an 80 kilogram participant, was 
not happy with the judges' 
choices. He claimed that “there 
was something wrong with the 
judges. I do.not think that they 


made the right decision. They 
did not give me enough time to 
have my solo musical show, 
unlike the others. They gave me 
only 20 seconds and made me a 
third place winner, despite the 
fact that they called my name 
on stage as a second place win- 
ner." 

Abu Touk, denied that and 
said that the judges are "five 
internationally recognized ref- 
erees who were totally right in 
their decision." 

Mohammed Housni, one of 
the first place winners, is very 
happy with the results. “I will 
start to train harder now. I am 
very proud to represent Jordan 
in the 9th Pan Arab Games." 

by AMJAD BAKER 


PHOTO BY 

M.ABU-QUTI ^ 

Vpar^lVpanfTnthe^Jordo^^o^ybuTldlng Championships shows off his 

"«tlos during his solo musl.nl display. The Champ, onsh.ps reatted m .he 
formation at the new Jordanian national team wh..h w.ll compete ,n the 
Pan Arab Games. 



Abdullah Mahmoud 
Ja’far Al-Shannaq 
Abdullah Jamal 


Ra'fat Khatatbeh 
Abdullah Hassuneh 
FerasThabit 


Odallah Al-Qublan 
Zeyad Saadi 
Mahmoud Sawlhah 


Mohammed Housni 
Mohammed Jabri 
Mohammed Al-Zuibi 


Eyad Al-Borini 
Maher AhBarghouthi 
Sammer Abu Malbuh 


JORDANIAN VOLLEYBH.lv Twm 


THIRD GOODWILL men's volley- 
j ^ E an ie between Jordan and Iraq 
"Kkd Hiesday with an Iraqi win 3-1 . 

| In Tuesday's game, Jordan's first 
■ was a hard win against Iraq's 
^fill-organized, responsive team. But 

^ art roun ^ 

; JtKdanian team began to pick up 
^ to win 25-19. 

; Jk second match turned out to be 
'exact opposite. Jordan's level of 
began to drtip while Iraq’s 
^Proved. The last few points were 
( * r3Ws - but Iraq managed earn 28 
to win the match. 

n the third match, Jordan had a 
0 start, but became more con- 


fused and disorganized, while the 
Iraqis kept their composure. Jordan 

lost 25-21. 1 

The fourth match was the breaking 
‘point for the Jordanian team. It was 
their worst match yet, and the lost the 
match 25-17 and the entire game to 

Iraq. ' ' . . 

Mothaffar Hoshem, Iraqs coach, 

to|d the Arab Daily "our players thor- 
oughly followed their instructions and 

that led them to win. • 

This win will give us a real boost in 
our training for the 9th Pah-Arab 
Games (Al-Husselh Games). . ■ ■ 

This win proves that our team Is 
' : • good'-desjfte 'th? '.difficulties that Iraq 


is facing. 

Mahmoud Faraj. Jordan's coach, 
said "we played two games in two 
consecutive days, something we are 
not used to, and that Is the reason we 
lost." He refused to elaborate on the 
subject. 

' The second game on Monday was 
won by Jordan 3-1, and the first was 
won by Iraq 3-0. 

These games were the first In 
Jordan, to u?e the new. Libero 'law 
adopted in April of last year, Tills law 
will be mandatory in the 9th Pan-Arab 

Games JAFHusseln t ; ames} L _^ 

T - by SHftDY JANZEIR 
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30 MISCELL AN EOU 


JAPANESE WOMEN IN POLITE 

REVOLUTION 


TOKYO — A quiet revolution 
is taking place In Japan. For 
Centuries, relations between 
the sexes were governed by 
the Conftictan ethic of dan- 
sonjohi (noble men, humble 
women). Daughters were 
obliged to show respect to 
their fathers, wives to their 
husbands and mothers to 
their sons. 

But recent changes - in the 
law, in the workplace, on the 
streets, even on Tokyo's 
maternity wards - seem to 
have driven the Final nail in 
Madame Butterfly's coffin. 

After the tentative approval 
of the contraceptive pill last 
month, when the government 
caved In to pressure From 
women after decades of foot* 
dragging - there Is now a new 
Equal Employment 

Opportunity Law. As of April I, 
Japan, known worldwide for 
its demure "office ladles” and 
drone-like "salarymen”, is set 
to ban gender-specific job 
advertisements, and will force 
companies to offer improved 
maternity leave packages and 
stamp out seku hara (sexual 
harassment) in the workplace. 
But more, much more, is still 
to come. The government is 
proposing a new "basic" law 
to promote a gender-equal 
society. If passed, it would 
effect workplaces, homes, 
schools and iocai communi- 
ties. The law sets out a series 
of guiding principles and tar- 


gets that the government, 
local authorities and the pub- 
lic would be responsible to 
achieve. As only the sixteenth 
"basic", or fundamental, law 
ever passed in Japan, it would 
be a huge step forward for 
gender equality. 

“This legislation represents 
the most fundamental change 
ever proposed in relations 
between the sexes," says Yuki 
Kobukuro, deputy councillor 
in the Prime Minister's office 
for gender equality. "We have 
had laws on equal rights 
before but only In specific 
fields, such as employment or 
welfare; this is the first time 
that the issue has been 
approached in such a compre- 
hensive manner.” 

These legislative changes are 
motivated, in part at least, by 
anxiety. At all levels of society 
there is a growing recognition 
thar if the country is to recov- 
er from its current economic 
malaise, women need a better 
deal. 

Japanese women today are 
better educated than the 
men, have more free time and 
greater opportunities to trav- 
el abroad. 

You only have to visit the 
upmarket Ginza shopping dis- 
trict to see it. Here, it is the 
single working women who 
fill the plush department 
stores. Usually living with 
their parents until they marry, 
this group now have the 


largest disposable income in 
Japan. This has made them 
the aristocrats of consumer 
society and rlie target of every 
marketing manager in the 
country. With the government 
so desperate to boost con- 
sumption that it Is handing 
out free shopping vouchers, 
their spending power has 


The Guardian 
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the same ifat / 


never been more sought after 
than now. 

And they know it. “I don't 
shop for myself," joked Miho 
Muratani, carrying several 
bags full of new clothes. "I 
shop for my country.’ 1 
But it's not just about money. 
It's also about attitude. Walk 
through the fashionable 
Shibuya district of Tokyo, and 
you are unlikely to see any 
kimonos, zori shoes or pow- 
dered white faces, instead, 
the vogue is for bleached hair, 
white lipstick, blue contact 
lenses and gaudily decorated 
mobile phones. This is rhe ter- 
ritory of the joshi kosei, the 
high-school girls who are 
scandalising Japan with their 
strident attitudes and brash 
sexuality. 

According to media reports 
and government surveys, an 
increasing number earn 
money through euphemisti- 
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cnlly named "compensated 
dates" with middle-aged 
salarymen. Not so, say the 
girls themselves: “I often get 
propositioned by older men 
when I come here, but I tell 
them to get lost,” says 
Chisako Kobayashi, aged 17. 
"They're scared of me 
because I speak my mind.” 
The suburbs, meanwhile, are 
full of women who are 
increasingly unwilling to take 
on the traditional roles of wife 
and mother. Not long ago, 
they feared becoming 
"Christmas Cake” (undesirable 
after the 25th) if they had not 
gone up the aisle by rhe age 
of 24. Last year, however, the 
average marriage age was 
26.6, and it is rising steadily 
along with the number of 
divorces. 

And, as more women put off 
childbirth to pursue careers or 
foreign travel, the birth-rate 
has plummeted to 1.39 chil- 
dren, one of the lowest levels 
in the world and Tar below the 
rate needed to maintain the 
population. Businesses are 
terrified about the effects on 
the economy and the govern- 
ment has acted by trying to 
persuade husbands to play a 
bigger role in child-raising in 
order to cajole women to 
have babies. Many starions 
now have posters with the 
message: "Japanese men 
spend an average of only 
seven minutes a day with 
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their children. Can you really 
call yourself n father if you 
don’t look after your kids?" 

In the political heartland of 
Nagatacho, meanwhile, 
women are also making their 
presence felt more srrongly. 
And nobody more so than 
Makiko Tbnaka, the ruling 
party politician who most 
Japanese, men as well as 
women, would like to sec as 
prime minister. Although her 
father, former prime minister 
Kakuei, did as much as anyone 
to shape Japan's establish- 
ment. Tanaka has made her 
name by attacking the conser- 
vative gerontocracy. "I'm seen 
as an extremist," she says. 
"But this country needs more 
energy, it needs an explosion. 
And all they do is give speech- 
es.” 

Thnaka is not alone. Although 
women hold less than 10 per 
cent of the seats in parlia- 
ment, their numbers and 
political clout are on the 
increase. During the upper- 
house • election last year, 
women won a record number 
of seats and in next month's 
local elections, they will 
account for more candidates 
than ever before. Two parties 
now have women leaders mid 
lasr July, a woman, the posts 
and telecommunications min- 
ister. Seiko Nodn, become the 
youngest member of the cabi- 
net in history. 

Money, attitude and political 
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“duui iorm the backgr^j 
the new legislation, “ifo 
decline in the birthrate aod 
workforce have spurred the 
government to encomagt 
women to work and have 
dren." Wiki Kobukuro admits. 
"There is a widespread recog- 
nition that we must create j 
society in which both that 
things are possible." 

As April 1 approaches, many 
corporations are now holding 
seminars to warn their staff 
against making suggestive 
comments, giving shoulder 
massages, and asking ques- 
tions such as "Why haven't 
you had any children?" at job 
interviews. The "Lady's Hello 
Work" job centres are racking 
their brains to find a new 
name. 

Meanwhile, at the Imperial 
Palace, the Emperor is racking 
his brain, too. Under the exist- 
ing patrilineal system, it is 
impossible for a woman to 
ascend to the Chrysanthemum 
Throne. But a hereditary crisis 
is looming because no son has 
been born into the imperial 
family for more than 30 yean. 
This lias prompted calls for 
the laws of succession to be 
changed. 

Should that reform be made, 
the world would have to 
adjust to the idea of a 
Japanese woman not as a but- 
terlly but as an empress. 
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WATER: NOT A 
DROP TO DRINK 


QUINTUPLET-BIRTH 


1 


N early a billion people 
in 50 countries live 
with severe water 
shortages. What can the 
worid do? 

An earnest Swede, armed 
with his freshly minted gradu- 
ate degree in development 
studies and a pice consultan- 
cy from a U.N. agency, trav- 
eled to a drought-afflicted 
African country to help vil- 
lagers install water pumps. In 
a "model" village, he was 
feted at a colorful ceremony ■ 
during which water pumps, 
manufactured in Sweden, 
were turned over to the local 
headman. Then the develop- 
mental^ went home. Several 
months later he returned to 
the village to check up on his 
mission's success. Sure 
enough, the gleaming pumps 
had been installed exactly 
where he'd recommended. 

But the villagers were still 
drawing their water from a 
distant well, and women 
were still fetching it in leaky 
xin buckets. “What's the 
problem?" the expert asked. 
The headman shrugged and 
uid, “Many pumps, no 
water.” 

That may be an apocryphal 
itory. but it captures the 
essence of the donor commu- 
nity's failed efforts to provide 
the most basic of provisions 
to poor societies. Last week - 
when the U.N .-sponsored 
World Water Day was 
observed - there were star- 
tling reminders that despite 
more than S3 trillion in devel- 
opment expenditure over the 
past five decades, nearly a bil- 
^ lion people in 50 countries 
■ live with severe water short- 
ages every day of their lives. 
Germany's Klaus Toopfer, 
head of the U.N. Environment 
Program, told newsweek last 
week that women and girls in 
developing countries spend 
more than 10 million person- 
years 5[ ? the aggregate each 
year fetching water from dis- 
Unti and frequently polluted, 
Murces, 

The World Bank calculates 
,, at ^ Million people In the 
*7 countries of the develop- 
world suffer from water- 
^lated diseases, among them 
[ ■ schistosomiasis, 

aengue fever, infection by 
. JJttlinal worms, malaria, 
!* r blindness (onchocerda- 
and trachoma (which 1 
'°ne causes almost 6 million 
* j S ^ kindness annually). 

I h>i *5* f rom water* 
IH * td diseases? Almost 6 


million each year. Here are 
more statistics - compiled by 
the United Nations University 
in Tokyo, about the gathering 
global water crisis: 

- Every 8 seconds, a child 
dies from a water-related dis- 
ease. 

- More than 50 percent of 
people in developing coun- 
tries suffer from one or more 
water-related diseases. 

- 80 percent of diseases in 
the developing world are 
caused by contaminated 
water. 

- 50 percent of people on 
earth lack adequate sanita- 
tion. 

- 20 percent of freshwater 
Fish species have been 
pushed to the edge of extinc-. 
tion from contaminated 
water. 

Unfortunately, such statistics 
don't seem to be persuasive 
enough for world leaders to 
act expeditiously, or mean- 
ingfully. on water-inanage- 
ment issues. "Everyone lives 
downstream," was lasr week's 
catchy slogan marking World 
Water Day. but lew in the 
tightly knit world ut develop- 
ment aid actually do much 
about the state of the stream 
itself in poor nations. 

The glaring lack of attention 

m MiT or 

u vnlA't/ wjL 1 vo Vow*- 
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water 

issues seems especially puz- 
zling in light of the fact that 
the estimated cost to provide 
safe warer In rural areas is 
S50 per person per year and 
about SI 00 per person in 
cities, according to U.N. esti- 
mates. In a report released 
last week, the United Nations 
estimates the overall price to 
bring low-cost safe water and 
sanitation . to all those whD 
need it at around S25 billion 
annually over the next 
decade. Current world Invest- 
ment in water-related devel- 
opment projects is $8 billion 
per year, or a shortfall of 4 17 
billion, an amount roughly 
equal to annual pet food pur- 
chases in Europe arid the 
United States, notes Toepfer. 
The. hapless Swedish develop-, 
mentailist who neglected to 
ascertain whether there was ” 
indeed water available. in-hlS ' 
African village may not havk -. 
been entirely ; naive;. 

' Developing ; countries !' do' 


indeed need low-cost tech- 
nologies such as hand pumps, 
gravity-fed rainwater collec- 
tion systems. But these 
devices can hardly work 
effectively unless aid agen- 
cies coordinate their efforts 
better (the Swede had 
neglected to consult local 
hydrologists). Sophisticated 
indoor plumbing may not be 
practical for existing hovels 
in poverty-stricken neighbor- 
hoods; resources could be 
more effectively channeled 
into building new homes for 
growing populations. That is 
why, as development man- 
darins fashion their strategics 
for the new millennium, 
water-management Issues 
must be considered in ran- 
dem with housing, health and 
social development. 

As much of the developing 
world becomes urbanized, its 
water crisis will deepen. 
Large cities already bursting 
at the seams, Mexico City, 
Lagos. Dhaka and Cairo, rely 
largely on ground water, but 
aquifers take decades to 
recharge while the popula- 
tion growth in such cities is 
exponential. By next year. '20 
cities in the develupiug world 
will have populations exceed- 
ing 10 million. And as urban 
demands for water increase, 
supply for the developing 
world's already water- 
starved agricultural areas 
r ? will be further affected, 
thereby creating a poten- 
tially monumental food-secu- 
rity crisis. 

All of this suggests that in an 
increasingly globalized 
world, a more coherent strat- 
egy for economic and social 
development is urgently 
needed. Hydrologists say that 
the world's water supply is 
finite - less than a million 
cubic kilometers that, accord- 
ing to the United Nations, is 
not sufficient for. today's . 
global population, which Is 
growing at the unsustainable 
rate of 100 million people 
: annually. UNEP's Toepfer vyas- 
n’t engaging in hyperbole last 
week when he told . 
newsweeki "My fear is that J 
, we're headed for a period of 
i water wars between natjops. ,’ 
J - -Can we afford that in : a world-, ■' 
pf globalization dnd tribaiiza- 
• - tfori' where conflicts over pat-, • 
: ural resources and the .num- 
bers of. i. environmental 
refugees are already grow- ; 
! - . ipg?” Chill ing r words. 1 : scary ; 
: : ’ scenario, terrifying prospect. • 


llamlam, (UP1) ■— A 28- 
year-old woman in this 
western province gave birth 
to quintuplets, including 
three girls and two boys, at 
a local hospital on Saturday 


on the threshold of the new 
year. Public relations 
department at the provin- 
cial medical faculty reported 
that Shirin Veysipour had 
given birth to the babies in 


her first delivery after eight 
years. The babies and their 
mother are under special 
care at the local martyr 
Mostafa Khomeini hospital. 


FATHER KILLS 3 KIDS 

'Daddy- don't shoot me!' 


PROVIDENCE, (UP1) — 

Those were the last words a 
young Rhode Island girl 
spoke before her father shot 
and killed her, according to 
Providence Mayor Vincenr 
Cianci Jr. 

Cianci said 42-year-old 
Maurice Young then shot 
and killed another daughter 
and a son before turning the 
.357 caliber revolver on 
himself. 

The bloody rampage lias 
left a Providence neighbor- 
hood in shock. Grief coun- 
selors are ar the schools 
today to help classmates 
deal with the deaths of 
Young’s three children, 12- 
ye.ir-uld Jasmine, ‘J-year-ukl 
Jessica .in J 6-year-old 
Maurice Jr. Officials say the 
murderous outburst appar- 


ently stemmed from a 
domestic dispute last week 
over a child's homework. 
Cianci said lie had no doubt 
Young’s common -Jaw wife, 
Walcska Cruz, would have 
been killed also had she not 
knocked the gun out of 
Young's hand and fled. 

Also able to escape the 
ordeal were Cruz's sister, 
Veneza Vallejo,. ^Vallejo's 
boyfriend, Edwin Dturiano 
and their 10-ycar-old son, 
who had arrived that day for 
a visit from New York. 

Just hours before the shoot- 
ings. Cruz reportedly had 
mid Young she was breaking 
up their relationship 
because of a disagreement 
last week stemming from 
his finding one of his daugh- 
ters doing her homework at 


G a.m. 

Cianci said the slayings 
were “incomprehensible." 
He said: "Can anybody fath- 
om that, killing your own 
kids? This is the mark or a 
deranged, strange, crazy 
innn.” 

Neighbors, however, said 
Young had been a good 
father and had no history of 
violence. 

Young had a full-rime job as 
a teacher's assistant at an 
elementary school and wax- 
described ns “a very good 
employee" with "excellent 
evaluations 

An upstairs neighbor. Clu is 
Madison, and other area 
residents were shocked. 
Madison said. "I just doiVi 
understand whar went 
wrong." 



Dubai. (DPI) ' busi- 
nessman Abdui i ■.'•.ni. \l 
Zarouni will sponsor tml.iv a 
mass marriage of 50 naiumal 
couples, in celebration «d the 
Dubai shopping ksiu.il. 

“As soon as 1 came to know 


about the theme of this edi- 
tion of. Dubai shopping festi- 
val and its stress on family 
values, I decided thar some- 
thing should be done to 
enhance the image of Dubai," 
Zarouni said. 


A wedding procession will 
start on board a dhow which 
will cruise from the herirage 
village to Al Boom village. 
Through-out its journey, the 
floating procession will be 
greeted by fireworks. 













